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 How Good Is God?

              Dr. J. Allen Blair
How good is God?  Is He always good?  Not all people agree on this.  Well, thanks for coming our way today.  I hope you will stay as we get into the question, “How good is God?”

A baby girl had been critically ill and almost died.  After some weeks, she was restored to health.  The grateful mother, while telling friends about the recovery, made the statement, “Wasn’t God good to give me back my baby?”  But suppose God had not given the baby back to the mother.  Would He still have been good?  Could God do anything that was not good?  Listen to Psalm 34:8.  O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him.  What did the psalmist mean, “the Lord is good”?  Did he mean that God is good only when He does nice things for us – things that satisfy us and make us comfortable?  Or did he mean that whatever happens, God is good? 

Have you ever been in a situation when it seemed as though your heart were crushed.   You prayed, and if ever you needed help, that was the time.  But for some reason it seemed that no answer came.   You began to reason, “Could it be that God has forsaken me?  Why has He permitted this to happen, anyway?”  One can continue to reason like this until he reaches the place of doubt, and secretly in his heart he begins to accuse God of ignorance and neglect.   Please hear me when I say, God is always good under all circumstances, and He never neglects anyone who belongs to Him.  

There should never be a thought in our minds that God has been inconsiderate or that He has neglected us.  Can you always under all circumstances pray “Thy will be done”?  Think of the worst thing that could happen in your life.  Could you look to God, and say, “Thy will be done”?  If you know and love Him, you should be able to.  Otherwise you believe God is good only some times in some things.  

The Lord Jesus Christ knew how weak and faithless we would be, so not only did He tell us He would be our Shepherd, He said, “I will be your good shepherd.”  He knew how readily we would rely upon feelings and appearances.  He foresaw our little faith.  So, He is the Good Shepherd.  Bad shepherds, you see, neglect their sheep.  But a good shepherd never does.  In fact, our Lord was so sincere in what He said that He gave His life for His sheep.  Could there be any greater goodness than this?  How foolish it is to doubt God.  If we really believe He is good in a practical common sense way, we shall experience confidence in Him regardless of the consequences.  God’s goodness never depends on circumstances.  That’s why even though we may be surrounded with trouble, we can say with the prophet Nahum, The LORD is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; and he knoweth them that trust in him.  These two words (good and knoweth) fit together very nicely.  Because God is good, He knows all about our sorrows and heartaches.  He is deeply concerned about them.  But even beyond this, He declares in Psalm 145:9, The LORD is good to all, and his tender mercies are over all his works.  He not only knows about our trials, but He feels them as well; and even more, He showers us with mercy to bear them as He has promised in Psalm 100:5.  The LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting.  Whatever the need, God’s mercy is sufficient.  Truly, God is good.
Doubtless you have noticed some of the questions in the Bible that express doubt as to God’s goodness.  Some of them are still being asked by those who profess to follow Him.  Here is one of them:  Is God among us or not?  Here is another:  Hath God forgotten to be gracious?  And how about this one:  Is God’s mercy gone for ever?  Then, Do God’s promises fail for evermore?  And what about this:  O God, why hast thou cast us off for ever.  And one more:  Why hast thou made me thus?  Now let’s analyze these questions:  
Is God among us or not?  God has declared in His word that He is always with us.  He says, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.  But how do we react when trouble strikes?  With little confidence, we go about depressed and discouraged as though God were millions and millions of miles away from us.  Such an attitude is an insult to God.  When the children of Israel treated God in this manner, Moses declared that they were tempting the LORD.  Many of God’s people are guilty of the same sin.  This is to doubt God’s truthfulness and trustworthiness.  He has told us repeatedly He will never leave us.  Dare we make Him a liar by questioning His unchanging word?  

Now, secondly, hath God forgotten to be gracious?  To ask this question is as ridiculous as asking a good mother if she has forgotten her child.  God asks in Isaiah 49:15, Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb?  Well, the Lord answers, Yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee.  A “good” mother would be highly indignant (and rightfully so) if someone were to suggest that she was forgetting her child.  This being the case, how do you think God must feel when we wonder if He has forgotten us?
Third, is God’s mercy gone for ever?  Hath God in anger shut up His tender mercies?  You see, such questions are ridiculous considering what God is like.  David knew where to go in the hour of his need.  He realized that the Lord was good; that there were no limits to His mercy.  Listen to his prayer in Psalm 69:16.  Hear me, O LORD; for thy lovingkindness is good: turn unto me according to the multitude of thy tender mercies.  
Now the fourth, do God’s promises fail for ever more?  Well I suppose most believers have asked this question at some time.  When all appears to be going wrong and it looks as though God is failing, we become quite disturbed.  Listen!  God can never fail.  It is against His nature to fail.  He says in Joshua 1:5, I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.  And in Matthew 24:35, He declares, Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.  God will never change.  His word remains the same.

And then the fifth, O God, why hast thou cast us off for ever?  In times of distress, we may feel as though God has cast us off, but remember feelings have nothing to do with the facts.  When a sheep is lost, the good shepherd does not cast it off; rather, he looks for it until he finds it.  God is the same.  He never casts off any one.  His love extends to the worst of us.  

And then number six, why hast thou made me thus?  This is a frequent question.  There are few of us who have not been disappointed with some phase of our personal makeup.  Most of us want to be like somebody else.  But the Word says, Godliness with contentment is great gain.  God created you as He wants you to be.  We are God’s workmanship.  None of us could improve upon God’s plan.  Friend, the Lord is good.  We must not only say this with our lips, but in thought, word and action with our whole being.  We are to rest in the Lord.  Let’s take heed of the comforting truth of Psalm 37:6.  Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him.  God will not fail you; for He is good.  Does it seem that you have been forsaken?  You have not.  God is there.

Robert Louis Stevenson writes of an exciting experience his grandfather had while at sea.  The ship on which he was a passenger was caught by a severe storm and was being driven toward a rocky coast, and to what seemed to be certain destruction.  During the fierceness of the storm he climbed up on the deck to find out for himself what was what.  There he saw the pilot lashed to the wheel.  With strength and precision, he was steering the vessel off the rocks to safer waters.  As Stevenson stood watching, the pilot looked up and smiled.  That was all he needed.  He went back to his cabin, saying to those around, “We shall come through.  I saw the face of the pilot,” and he smiled.  
In every storm of life, we may look to Christ.  Though we cannot see His face, nor His assuring smile, we can experience His abiding presence; and with His abiding presence, His peace.  So trust Him, dear friend.  He will not fail.  God is good.  And if you don’t know the Lord, trust Him and you’ll find out that God is good.

Our Father, I thank You for every needy soul coming to You at this moment.  May many come.  Help them.  Guide them by the Holy Spirit.  And may all of us trust You as we should.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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