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     What Causes Divorce?

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
The world’s worst wreck is a broken home.  Well I hope your home is not headed for this sad catastrophe.  Should it be, I hope you will stay with us because you just may hear something that could help.

Many thousands of marriages of both old and young are crumbling and ending in divorce these days.  What causes all these divorces?  Well, there are a variety of reasons.  One is that frequently young people get married while they are too young – they have not yet matured to assume the responsibilities of marriage – the result being that soon they become dissatisfied and their thinking reverts to the liberties they enjoyed when they were single.  Married young, they were disillusioned (thinking it would be fun to be with the same person all of the time).  Having been drawn together with romantic love only, they were unaware of the sacrificial involvement of marriage.  

Is there a preferable age to assume marriage responsibilities?  Personally, I don’t think a man should marry before he is 25.  It is possible that the girl he would choose at 20 is not the same one he would choose at 25.  His earlier years should be used concentrating on preparation for his life’s work, getting ready to live.  It is important to grow up before getting married.  A young lady should also have time to mature if she expects to be a good wife.  Though there may be exceptions, it is not wise for her to marry in her teens.  Her girlhood is short enough.  The responsibility of being a wife and mother are too serious to be undertaken during the growing years.  It is better for young people to get their education before marriage.  Countless numbers of marriages have failed because the wife had to work and put her husband through school.  In other cases, the education had to be laid aside because the going got too hard.

Another reason why couples are getting divorces these days is that they were not adequately prepared for marriage.  They are not wholly to blame; for many of our churches and pastors have failed to prepare young people for marriage.  It is encouraging to see some pastors requesting that those desiring to be married meet with them for five or more hours for marital counseling sessions.  Most young people before marriage know very little about all that is involved.  It is of extreme importance that they get some of the solutions to the problems before they face them.  During the counseling sessions, pastors should make certain that those desiring to be married really know the Lord.  Nothing is more important than this since the Bible teaches that marriage should be only in the Lord.  It is a requisite that both parties should have at some time received Jesus Christ into their lives if the marriage is to be successful.  Marriage is not always easy with Christ.  Can you imagine what it is like without Him? All through the years of my ministry, I have refused to marry anyone who didn’t know the Lord.  This is not all that is essential for a happy marriage, but it should certainly have priority.  
Sometimes people get divorces because they got married to fill a neurotic need.  In their single state, some of them had an unhappy home situation.  Marriage seemed to be a worthwhile escape.  Others have gotten married to have someone to lean on.  They sought a mother or a father image.  Such individuals may be unaware of these hang-ups – not realizing that very often they cause divorce. 

One of the basic problems of marriage is selfishness.  Frequently, two people get married without having any real heart concern for each other.  They live as individuals rather than one in the Lord.  Many centuries ago, God said in the words of Genesis 2:24. Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife; and they shall be one flesh.  If one or both are selfish in their marriage relationship, this oneness cannot be known.  Probably the greatest number of marriages break up because of pure selfishness on the part of immature people who have never learned the kind of love Jesus taught in Matthew 22:39.  Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.  Well, if one loves his mate as much as he loves himself, 90% of the problems of his marriage will be solved.  Regrettably, because of selfishness, many refuse to bend in marriage and the ultimate result is divorce.

Another cause for divorce has to do with the failure of one or both parties of marriage to care for the physical needs of the other.  The apostle Paul spoke of this in pointing out that a married couple should not defraud one another sexually.  He made it clear that a failure here could create real problems.  Husbands and wives have an obligation to care for each other’s basic physical needs.  Neglect to do so might cause one’s partner to be susceptible to temptation – which could mean serious trouble.  

Another common marriage problem is to build a home around a child or children.  Few parents realize that because of this, over the years, they have drifted farther and farther apart.  There has been little love and appreciation for each other while all the efforts were concentrated on the children.  After the children were reared and left the home, the father and mother found themselves to be strangers to each other.  They had very little in common.  With different interests and little mutual concern for each other, the marriage fell apart. 

There are other causes for divorce, but possibly the few given may be of help.  If you have been thinking of divorce, may I recommend that you spend much time in prayer talking to God about this?  Before you go any further, understand that a divorce will not solve all your problems.  If anything, it will probably create new ones which you have never expected.  These could prove to be more severe than those of your marriage.  Now if you are a believer in Jesus Christ, give serious thought to the challenging question God asked Abraham in Genesis 18:14.  Is any thing too hard for the LORD?  Well, you know the answer.  Of course there isn’t anything too hard for Him.  Even the preservation of your marriage is not too hard for the Lord. 
If your pastor is a godly man who knows the Lord and His word, seek his help in counsel.  If you know of a good Christian marriage counselor, consider making an appointment with him.  It would be well worth your time and expense to save your marriage.  Most of all! search the Scriptures faithfully on this subject and pray.  Don’t give up.  God is able to change people.  He is able to change you and your mate.  Now if you don’t know the Lord, your own salvation could result in the preservation of your marriage.  Receive Jesus Christ into your life right now.  Let Him become Lord of all.  Discover a new and better kind of life.  It will be wonderful – altogether different – from anything you have ever known.  Let Christ have His way in your life.
Blessed Lord, I come to You today on behalf of troubled marriages.  I know Jesus Christ is the only answer to this sad and miserable situation.  May there be a willingness to submit to Him and His control, for I ask in His Wonderful Name.  Amen.
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