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A Serious Problem (Part 1)

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
There is a problem existent in many churches these days that causes confusion among the saints and greatly cripples the advancement of the gospel.  Usually those who are most guilty of this error never see it in themselves.  Please stay with us for more.

An evangelist was invited to conduct a week of meetings in a church in Nebraska.  He found it unusually difficult to preach during the course of the meetings.  He couldn’t explain it, but it seemed like the atmosphere was extremely cold.  There was a spirit of indifference prevalent with the result that toward the end of the week there were only a few responses to his invitations to receive Christ.  After the meeting on Thursday night, the pastor unburdened his heart as he told the evangelist of the horrible situation prevailing in the church.  He related that many years before he came to the church, two families had a serious argument.  Following that, they sat on opposite sides of the church auditorium when they came to worship.  Soon, other members of the congregation began to take sides.  And before long, the entire church was divided: half sitting on one side, and half on the other.  

The evangelist and the pastor spent most of the next day in prayer asking God to intervene and open the hearts of the people to the love of God.  That evening, in the meeting, earnest prayer was answered.  The Spirit of God came upon the congregation in mighty conviction.  At the conclusion of the service, many believers came forward to confess their sin of hatred and to get right with God.  The divided church was reunited, and from that night it became a soul-winning church because they were all one in Christ Jesus.  Friends, the devil is so clever.  He is at work constantly seeking to disrupt harmony among the people of God.  He tempts us to be jealous, envious and hateful.  Looking at some of our congregations, he is extremely successful.  Rarely do we find a church without some kind of faction or division.  Usually it has nothing to do with doctrine.  The cause for the divisiveness is purely selfish:  pride dominates, neither side will submit.  There is no easier way to wreck a church than this.

God says in Ephesians 4:30-32, Grieve not the holy Spirit of God whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.  Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice.  And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.  Will you ponder on these words?  Look them up in your own Bible and pray over them, and see if there is any trace of these sins in your heart:  bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, evil speaking, malice – these are the sins disrupting the unity of believers.  These are the evils shutting the doors of our churches to the unsaved, keeping them away from the cross of Christ.  Are you guilty?  If so, confess to the Lord.  Let Him cleanse your heart, so you will not grieve the holy Spirit.  If any of these sins are evident in your life, it is quite obvious that you are helping to wreck the program of your church.  You are standing in the way of blessing.  You are shutting out the power of God.  Indeed, it is a serious offense to hinder the work of the holy Spirit.  Now you may be diligent and conscientious in giving time to your church to serve the Lord to the best of your ability, but ability is not enough.  There must be adaptability.  How many there are in our congregations with unusual ability.  Many of them are good Bible teachers.  They are organizers and leaders.  But they lack adaptability.  They give no evidence of an expression of the love of God.

In John 13:35, Jesus said, By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples.  By what?  Because we go to church every Sunday?  Because we know the Bible?  Because we teach in Sunday school?  No.  Jesus said the evidence of discipleship is love.  By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples if ye have love one to another.  How some of our churches need a manifestation of the love of God.  There is so much fighting, back-biting, gossiping, deceiving and lying.  We need to get right before God that our hearts may be filled with His love; that we might evidence our relationship to Christ.  Notice what God says in 1 John 4:7, Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and everyone that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.  Did you hear that?  Every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.  Of course the opposite of this would be true.  If one does not reveal the love of God, he does not know God.  

Saul gave some evidence of knowing God, but soon the sin of jealousy so mastered his life that he forsook every suggestion of belonging to the Lord.  It was a very little thing which started Saul on his downfall.  In fact, it was only a song.  But Saul’s pride and selfishness prevented him from facing reality.  People were singing Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands.  This was only a small thing, but this scrap of a popular song awoke in Saul the wicked passion of jealousy.  He began by flinging a javelin at David with an intent to kill him.  And from that moment of passion, he made cruel, deliberate attempts to take the life of the young man whom the Lord had anointed to be the future king of Israel.  
There are some sins which work like mold on the soul, and others which are as destructive as dry rot; but the word of God tells us that jealousy is as cruel as the grave, and thus it corrodes the soul like acid.  It destroys the beauty of our souls, just as the grave destroys the beauty of our bodies.  Oh my dear friend, are you living in defeat because you have not permitted the Lord Jesus to master jealousy and hatred in your life?  Maybe you are good at covering up with your seemingly happy-go-lucky appearance, while underneath there are diabolical evils eating away as a cancer.  God can give victory, and He wants to give victory.  I hope you will let Him do it.  

And if is should be that you are not saved, now is a good time to get right with God.  Jesus invites you to come to Him and receive everlasting life which He provided on the cross of Calvary and then through His resurrection.  Christ is alive today.  He is interceding for your need.  And I do pray that you will come to Him and receive Him as Lord of all, and then by faith live for Him and be a testimony for Him.  Do it now.

Father, I pray that You will move in hearts.  You know the needs of lives, and I pray that You will glorify Yourself.  Have Your way, and I shall thank You.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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