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God Is The Judge (Part 2)

          Dr. J. Allen Blair   
Does it happen that you are having trouble of any kind in your church?  This is not unusual these days because there is a live devil who is doing his best to stir up trouble among God’s people.  Should there be trouble in your church, which are you: a peacemaker, or a troublemaker.  Hello, friend.  Welcome to Glad Tidings.  I am Allen Blair.

I want to continue my thoughts on the importance of love in the believer.  As I closed my last message, I was speaking about the evil of jealousy.  Jealousy in the heart often leads to criticism.  The jealous soul becomes very critical of every thing and every body.  When God’s love does not predominate in the heart, sin will run rampant.  

Just before breakfast one morning, a minister was conducting family devotions.  Since father’s prayer was rather long, their youngest boy crept quietly out to the kitchen in search of some food.  He reached for a piece of toast on the kitchen table, but as he pulled it toward him he inadvertently pulled the dish off the table which fell to the floor with a crash.  Father hesitated in his prayer for a moment to take a glance at the disobedient boy.  And then he continued his prayer, praying for the naughty child.  Finally, after the family devotions were finished, mother went in search of the boy who could not be found anywhere around.  Upstairs, however, she found him lying on the bed crying.  As she entered the room, the little fellow in them midst of his tears said, “Oh, mommy, daddy tells God all of the bad things I do, but he never says a word about the good that’s in me.”  Well, friends, there are many adults like that.  They are always talking about the bad in other people, but they never seem to see anything good.  

Someone has well said, “There is so much bad in the best of us and so much good in the worst of us that it hardly behooves any of us to be talking about the rest of us.”  D. L. Moody said, “I have had so much trouble with myself that I never had time to find fault with the other fellow.”  God says (in Romans 14:10), But why doest thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.  Keep in mind: God is the Judge.  He tells us in the Bible, every time we criticize or judge somebody else, we bring judgment upon ourselves because we have no right to assume God’s power.  We are not the judge, God is.  In Romans 2:1, He says, Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself.  Further He says (in Matthew 7:1-2), Judge not that ye be not judged.  For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.
Thus we see that every time we criticize someone we are in danger of the chastening of God, for to be critical is to be sinful.  Sin always brings judgment.  The tragic weakness of human judgment is that it never has all the facts.  God is in a position to judge everyone, for He knows every heart.  I doubt that we would be critical of others if we knew why they did certain things.  

Some years ago I heard a story that was most helpful to me in considering the sin of criticism.  A certain tribe of Indians had a worthwhile practice centered around the question, “Have you worn the moccasins?”  If anyone was caught gossiping or criticizing, they were brought before the old chief.  He listened to the criticizer, then the one who had been criticized.  If the criticism seemed unfair, the chief’s verdict for the criticizer was, “Wear the moccasins for two weeks.”  This meant that for two weeks the criticizer would have to live with the one he criticized – eating with him, working with him, watching every move he made throughout the day.  This is what the chief meant by “wearing the moccasins.”  After living with the person he criticized for two weeks, if the criticizer thought his criticism was worthwhile he was to return to the chief.  But, as the story goes, never in his lifetime did the chief have anyone come back.  After wearing the other fellow’s moccasins for two weeks, the criticizer is always convinced that he made a mistake.

Possibly you have been unkind to someone.  You may be very critical of a Christian brother or sister.  Let me ask.  Have you worn the moccasins?  Do you have all the facts?  Have you lived with him, worked with him, eaten with him, and carefully scrutinized every move he made throughout the day?  I doubt it.  But remember, God has.  If the person is wrong, God will take care of him.  For He says in Romans 12:19, Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.  Don’t try to pay back.  God will take care of that.  Your duty is to love.
Now it doesn’t make any difference what others do to you.  The Lord Jesus said, in Matthew 5:44, Love your enemies.  Bless them that curse you.  Do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you and persecute you.  If you are hiding anything in your heart against anyone, confess this sin to God immediately.  Then go to that one, or write to him if you cannot go to him.  Discuss it and ask his forgiveness.  But you may say, “I did not offend him.  He offended me.  He should be coming to me.”  Well the Bible doesn’t say that.  Listen to Matthew 5:23-24.  Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar and there remembrest that thy brother hath ought against thee (this does not say if you have ought against him, but if he has ought against thee – he has offended you).  This being the case, what should you do?  Leave there thy gift, God says, before the altar and go thy way.  First be reconciled to thy brother and then come and offer thy gift.  In other words, it doesn’t do any good to give your money to God or worship Him until you go to your brother who has offended you and make it right with him.  This is our duty as believers in Jesus Christ.

Is there anyone standing between you and God?  Is there dislike or hatred in your heart?  I beseech you to deal with this sin.  There is no better way to hinder the work of the Holy Spirit in a church than to try to serve the Lord in an assembly of believers with hatred or jealousy in the heart.  We have too many now that are on the wrecking crew.  What we need is more on the construction gang who will really get into the work of God to serve Him with clean hearts and clean hands, through whom God can work.

It may be that you cannot overcome hatred because you haven’t sincerely met Him who is love.  We read in 1 John 4:16 that God is love and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God and God in him.  There is no love apart from God, other than the love of self.  But if we are to love our neighbor as we love ourselves, we must have a genuine heart experience with Him who is love: Jesus Christ the Son of God.

Friend, do you know the Lord in your heart?  Now I am not asking are you a Baptist, a Presbyterian, a Lutheran or anything else.  I am asking do you really know the Lord Jesus Christ in your heart?  Have you had a heart experience with the Son of God?  Have you asked Him to come into your life?  If not, I hope you will.  Bow your head right where you are and say, “Lord Jesus, come into my life.  I believe that You died for my sin and at this very moment I receive You as my Savior and Lord.”  I tell you, if you will take Jesus Christ into your life, He will take away all of the hatred and enmity and give you a heart of love.  If you have never done so before, come to Him now.  Then, daily, take time to read His word and pray.  Tell others about Him.  Let Him live through you and make your life really count for Him.  Oh!  There are so many these days who are living for self and the flesh and, regrettably, they are in our churches and they are ruining the work of God – hindering the power of the Holy Spirit.  Oh! I beg of you again.  If there is any hatred in your heart, get it right before the Lord now.  Get on your knees and say, “Jesus I am sorry for hating this brother (or that sister).  I am sorry for talking about the pastor (or this person or that person).”  Don’t be a part of a faction of any kind because you will hinder the work of the Holy Spirit.  Let your life exhibit the glory of the Lord in a life of love and kindness.  God will bless you for that.
Our heavenly Father, I thank You for this time together.  Above all, I thank You for the Lord Jesus Christ who through the Holy Spirit has implanted the love of God in our hearts.  If any of Your people are not permitting this love to flow through them freely, may they get right with You and yield themselves to Your control.  For those who are deciding for the Lord Jesus today, give them victory as they go on to live for Him.  This I pray in our Savior’s Name.  Amen.
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