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     A Task to Fill (Part 2)

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
The task of communicating the gospel to every creature should have been completed many years ago, but the job is far from completion.  Why?  Lack of vision and obedience on the part of Christians.  God is not willing that any should perish.  It is obvious, however, that not all Christians share this same concern.

I have some further thoughts to add to my last message having to do with world-wide evangelization.  I hope you’ll stay with us throughout the program.  

I heard one time that the total missionary force in all the world is about equal to the maintenance crews of six aircraft carriers.  Think of it!  The total missionary force in all the world can be compared to the number of men in the maintenance crews of six aircraft carriers.  Do you think this is satisfying to God?  I don’t.  There are millions of God’s people down through the centuries who have had a call from God to go into all the world and preach the gospel who have never responded.

While speaking at a Bible conference, I heard one of the other speakers tell about a medical doctor he knew who was 87 years of age.  Some years ago God called this doctor to the mission field.  The doctor silenced the call of God by saying, “I’ll stay home and make money for the Lord.  I’ll treat missionaries and pastors free.  This will be a way in which I can help.”  But at 87, he confessed that every time he heard a missionary message he realized he should have gone out to the field years ago.  Here was a man who wasted his whole life out of the will of God.  There are many Christians like this.  Some of them are ill, broken in health.  Some can’t make a go of it.  They fail in everything they try in life.  They will not face up to the fact that they are living in disobedience. 
Will Strong was a young man living up in New York State with his wife.  At the time, he was very sick.  In fact, the doctor had just come downstairs and said to Will’s wife, “I’m afraid there is no hope for your husband.”  After the doctor left, his wife ran up the steps to see her husband.  Will said, “I am not sick physically; I am sick spiritually.  For many weeks God has been speaking to me about going to South America as a missionary.  I haven’t said anything to you.  I’ve been trying to silence the call.  I believe I am sick because of disobedience.  But he went on to say, “This morning I said yes to God.”  And looking to his wife, he said, “Dear, will you go with me?”  Wiping the tears from her eyes, she said, “When we were married I told you I would go any place with you.”  In a few days Will Strong was up and dressed.  His doctor could hardly believe it.  

I am convinced that many of the ills that come into the lives of Christians are spiritual rather than physical.  The result of revolting against the holy will of God.  If all of God’s people were willing to obey the Lord, I believe they would be the healthiest and happiest people on earth.  Now don’t misunderstand me.  I am not saying that all sickness and sorrow in the lives of Christians is the result of disobedience.  There are many things that come to God’s people for which we can give no satisfactory answer.  All we can say is that which is found in Proverbs 25:2, It is the glory of God to conceal a thing.  There are many problems, difficulties and hardships in life over which we can only write, “For the glory of God.”  But on the other hand, I am convinced that we have brought many of our troubles and sorrows upon ourselves because we have refused to obey God; to do that which He wants us to do most of all in life: to give ourselves and use our money to get the gospel to those who have never heard it.

We read in 2 Corinthians 5:14 that the love of Christ constraineth us.  The French translation of the words “constraineth us” is “pushes us.”  The love of Christ pushes us (that is, makes us in a hurry).  Oh how we need pushing these days.  There are too many Christians sleeping when they should be working for God.  The Lord Jesus declared in John 9:4, I must work the works of him that sent me while it is day.  The night cometh when no man can work.  Probably we have never been closer to the night than we are today – the nighttime of spiritual darkness is upon us.  Soon the world will be engulfed in complete spiritual darkness.  It behooves every believer to let his light shine – to be a bearer of light in this hour – that the lost might be saved and come to a knowledge of Jesus Christ.  

It has been said that there are three attitudes in life one can take.  You can take the bed attitude and sleep all through life and no one will be the better for your having lived; or the basket attitude wherein you live for self and accumulate as much wealth as you possibly can during your lifetime; or the candle attitude and burn for God – giving forth light to lead the lost to Christ.  There is no question as to what attitude God wants us to take.  Believer in Christ, are you burning for the Lord?  Are you grasping the opportunities?  Indeed there are many of them at our finger tips.  I think of the opportunity the Lord has given us in spreading the gospel by means of radio.  Think of it.  In one 15-minute program I can reach many thousands more people with the gospel than the total number of people the apostle Paul spoke to during his entire lifetime.  In one 15-minute period, on one day, with just one broadcast, this can be accomplished.  This seems almost incredible, doesn’t it?  And yet, this is only one of the many opportunities God has given us in our day to spread the truth.  Oh that we Christians might rise up and go to work for God and do what the Lord has called us to do and take the gospel to every corner of the earth that every lost soul might have an opportunity to hear the gospel of salvation.
Maybe I am speaking to someone who does not know the Lord.  May I invite you to trust in the living Christ who desires to save you and give you everlasting life?  Oh friend, don’t delay.  Come to Christ now.  He invites you to come.  He says, Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  You have never known spiritual rest if you haven’t believed on the Lord Jesus Christ.  You know about restlessness, but you don’t know the rest God has for you.  That’s why I beg of you to make your decision for the Son of God who gave His all for you.  He is ready to receive you, if only you will turn to Him.  Will you do it just now?  Bow your head and say, “Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner, but I want to be saved and at this very moment I receive Jesus Christ into my life” and then you will be a new creature in Christ.  Then live for God.  Read His word every day.  Spend time in prayer.  Grow in grace.  Tell others about Jesus.  Don’t be ashamed of your Savior.  

Blessed God, work in our hearts, I pray.  Help us to recognize the great need to propagate the Truth, and may we be quick to respond to the need.  In the name of Jesus Christ, and for His sake I pray.  Amen.
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