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        The Door Is Open


          Dr. J. Allen Blair
The greatest thing that ever happened to me in all the years of my life was the night I knelt before God and received Christ as my Lord.  That experience is practically indescribable because of the change that came into my life that was absolutely miraculous.  

Some years ago, a popular song appeared on the market, entitled “Open the Door, Richard.”  Hundreds of thousands of copies were sold.  The song was born of an ancient burlesque skit describing the late return home of a drunk.  In the song, Richard never does open the door.  Well I am more interested in another door which is always open.  It is the door to eternal salvation which, at the moment, is wide open.  No knocking is necessary.  The Lord Jesus said (in John 10:9), I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved.  Christ was scourged, spat upon, thorn-crowned, and crucified.  He became the sin-bearer and endured God’s judgment for our sins.  He died, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God.  Since His glorious resurrection, He invites all men everywhere to come to salvation through Him, for He is the door.  All who approach this door will receive an assuring promise, for Jesus says, Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.  

The Bible speaks about another door – the door to your life and mine.  The Lord Jesus stands outside the life of every unsaved person, knocking for admittance.  We have His words in Revelation 3:20.  Behold, I stand at the door, and knock:  if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.  How sad that many who are unresponsive keep the Son of God knocking and waiting outside their heart’s door.
All who hear God’s appeal and open the door will find Him true to His word.  When Jesus Christ enters the fellowship of supping together begins and it will never end.  

Let me ask you.  Have you ever received Jesus Christ into your life?  Maybe you have been too busy to think about God.  Through negligence, you have kept Christ standing on the outside.  In spite of this, He still waits to come in.  Maybe you hope to do something about receiving the Savior someday, but remember: Time waits for no man.  The Bible says, Boast not thyself of tomorrow.  No one knows what tomorrow may bring.  We are getting closer and closer to eternity.  It maybe later than you think.

When the Nazis were in control in Germany, Martin Niemoeller (a Lutheran minister) was arrested by the Nazis and herded off to a concentration camp.  His father (a retired preacher) decided to re-enter the ministry and see what he could do to carry on the work of his courageous son.  He prepared and delivered a sermon that became famous.  The subject of it was, “It Depends upon the End.”  In it he told the story of Napoleon’s mother who one day said to her emperor son, “You think you’re Napoleon, the world conqueror, but you have an anxious mother who asks, ‘Where will you end up?’ ‘What will your outcome be?’”  Here is a question that may well be asked of each of us, whether we are a proud Napoleon or just plain John Smith:  Where will you end up?  Where will you spend eternity?  Are you right with God?  Have your sins been forgiven?  Do you know you are saved?  If you are to die at this very moment, where would you go?  Would you go into the presence of God and spend eternity with him?  
Possibly you are not sure or you don’t know.  God wants you to know.  Why not make sure?  God sent His only Son to the cross to die, that you might be saved and have the absolute assurance of salvation.  Why not settle it for all time?  His invitation is “Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.”  It will cost you your sins if you come to Jesus, but it will cost you eternal separation from God if you do not come to Him.  God is no respecter of persons:  He receives the rich and the poor alike.  Race or color form no barriers with God.  All are welcome.  He loves everyone.  God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son that whosoever believeth on him should not perish but have everlasting life.  

At the age of three, William Taylor developed a taste for liquor by dipping his baby fingers into the dregs of glasses behind the bar of his father’s saloon.  Small wonder that by 12 he was addicted to drink!  After two years in a reform school, he lived aimlessly until a second arrest placed him in an industrial institution.  Gambling, drugs and drink provided his livelihood and made him a constant fugitive from the law.  He kept on the move constantly (whenever he was not serving a sentence).  One night he arrived in Chicago.  To avoid what he thought were suspicious glances from a policeman, he slipped into the Pacific Garden Mission on State Street.  The next night, he returned and heard again the testimonies of what God had done for other men such as he.  He knelt at the altar and repeated the words of his counselor, “God be merciful to me a sinner and save me now for Jesus’ sake.”  William Taylor was gloriously converted that night.  God met him in a wonderful way and transformed his life – taking the taste for sin out of his wicked heart.  Listen to William Taylor’s own personal testimony.  “I cannot tell you all Jesus has done for me, but one thing I can do; and that is: tell others about Him.  There is a lot of things I do not know, but there is one thing I do know; that is: God isn’t any picker of persons.”  
How true.  God is no picker of persons.  He loves all alike because of His great love.  He loves you, my friend.  And He wants you to come to Him by faith.  I hope you’ll do it as we pray.

Father, through the Holy Spirit, call many to Yourself, I ask.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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