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All For Jesus


              Dr. J. Allen Blair
Suppose a young man were to ask his girlfriend, “Do you love me with all your heart?” and she replied, “Well, almost all my heart.”  Would that be satisfying to the young man?  Well let me ask you a question.  Do you love Jesus Christ with all your heart, or is it a divided love?

One of the dangers which besets the child of God constantly, especially those engaged in God’s work, is the peril of a cold heart.  The Old Testament believer was commanded, Love Jehovah thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.   Later the Lord Jesus repeated this same command, emphasizing it as the first and great commandment (in Matthew 22:37).  There can be no question about it.  These orders (as we may call them) extend to us in our day.  The word of God is clear that the standards which are ours in Christ, in practical life, are no less exacting than the Righteous demanded of the Old Testament saints.  In fact, standards for the Christian are even higher.  Do you love God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind?  Before answering, look at the implication in 1 John 4:20, where we read, If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar.  No amount of talk, no amount of argument can change that.  If we claim to love God but harbor bitterness and maliciousness in our hearts toward anyone, God says we are liars for we do not love Him.
Now, if we pass this test – if we can say we love our brother – then how much do we love the Lord?  To an extent, at least, we can judge the measure of our love for Him by the answers to a few questions.  First, how obedient are we?  Certainly we cannot say that we love the Lord with our entire heart if we do not obey His known will.  If when God speaks to us in His word we reply selfishly, “I will do what I want to do; I will hold on to the thing God condemns,” we reveal our lack of love for God more effectively than our lips could frame the words.

Second, how much time do we spend in His presence each day?  True, we live in a hurried age.  We are “too busy” most of us to spend time with Him.  Well, what’s the use of saying we love Him with all our heart if we spend little or no time in His presence?  Or,  if we begrudge even this time, we are limited exceedingly.  When we love someone, we love to be with him or her, isn’t that right?
Third, how much concern do we have for others?  Now, according to 1 John 4:20, there is a relationship between our love for our brother and our love for God.  How much concern do we have for both soul and body?  Well, the answer is part of the answer is part of the answer to whether we really love God with all of the heart.

The heart is so deceitful, you see.  It is easy to substitute a desire to please people in place of a desire to please God.  Yet, all of our ministry, all of our work, all of our life is to be lived as unto Jesus Christ.  The menial task, the lowly duty, whatever comes to hand, may be undertaken as a proof of our love for the Lord Jesus Christ.  If we love Him with our entire heart, we will do these things well.  Jesus asked Peter (you will remember), Lovest thou me?  What was the matter with Peter?  Well he had a cold heart.  He had been following afar off.  He had said he was willing to die for Christ, but he had not even been willing to give a testimony for Christ.  Such is the weakness of the flesh and the impotency of our own will.  Let us ask ourselves, “Is mine a divided heart?”  Has something else crept in (perhaps inadvertently, so that I have been unaware of its presence)?  Reading the Bible and going to church are good, but they are not enough.  Doing Christian work is good, but that is not enough.  We can do these things and still have a cold heart, a divided heart.  The Lord Jesus Christ said, Thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thy heart.  This means no divided allegiance whatsoever – no controversy.  It means being all out for God at all times.  

Gene M. Show has written these few challenging lines of verse, entitled “Use Me Lord.”

Break my heart, Lord, as thine own was broken,
That twill bleed as thine for souls in need;
Crucify me with thyself at Calvary, 
That those souls through me thy voice will heed.
Melt me to thy fire, Lord; I am yielded.
Cleanse from every taint of sin’s dark stain;
Taking all self, which is so worthless,
Thine own likeness in me to remain.

Mold me in thy potter’s hands, my Savior,
In such fashion as thy will demands;
Whether it be vessel fine or lowly,

I will always hark to thy commands.

Touch me with the Holy Spirit’s unction,
That to others I may pass it on;
Overflowing not one drop but many,
Pouring out my life for God’s dear Son.
Use me now, Lord, thou anew hast made me.
Every step will be not mine, but thine;
Living only always for thy glory,
That thy beauty may forever shine.

I wish this could be the prayer of every believer: that you and I might be useable by God.  Where does it begin?  “Break my heart, Lord, as thine own was broken.”  We need to be broken before God; that self may be nailed to the cross; that Jesus Christ may have the preeminence.  God wants us to come to Him completely surrendered to His holy will.  You see, He doesn’t want our plans.  He wants our lives, that He may work His plans through us.  And you may be sure that God will put up with many things, but one thing He despises; and that is: second place in the life of the believer.  He wants first place.  Jesus said in Matthew 6:33, But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you.  
What place does Christ have in your life?  Is your heart cold?  Is it all cluttered up with things of the world?  Listen, when we open a window in our homes fresh air comes in, but what else happens?  The foul air goes out.  When Christ is invited to take full possession of the heart, you may be sure the result will be the old habits and the filth of the world will disappear.  But Christ must be given the place He desires: the place of preeminence.  You will never be a happy Christian, nor will you ever be a fruitful Christian, until you give Christ this place.  
Now it is very possible that you knew real victory at one time in your life.  Christ did have first place.  But other things moved in, and the result: Christ has been crowded out.  Why don’t you come back to the Lord?  We read in Isaiah 55:7, Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.  God will have mercy upon you.  He will pardon you for what you have done.  He will give you joy and blessing in your life.  Oh friend, let Him do it.  Let Him work in your life today.  And, if you have never received the Son of God into your life, if you have never been genuinely converted, if you have never been saved, I invite you to turn to the living Christ right now.  Don’t try to save yourself, for this is impossible.  Let Christ do it.  He died on the cross for this reason and rose again from the dead; and He lives, and will transform your life.  Let Him do it as we look to Him in prayer.

Our Father and our God, I pray for many of Your people who need a fresh warming of the heart.  Grant, Lord, that they may have a new love for You.  O God, meet us in a fresh way, as we recommit ourselves to Your control.  And for some who need the Savior today, may they turn to Him, I pray.  For I ask in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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