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         The Wet Road to Ruin

              Dr. J. Allen Blair
Something that confuses me is how some Christians can treat drinking so lightly when numberless people are dying daily as the result of it.  Don’t we place any premium on human life?  Don’t we have a serious responsibility to be our brother’s keeper?  

Drinking has been one of man’s worst enemies in every age.  It caused Noah to commit gross wickedness after the flood [Genesis 9].  It prompted Lot to become the father of his daughter’s children [Genesis 19].  It played a part in David’s sin of adultery and murder [2 Samuel 11].  It was employed by Absalom when he slew his half-brother Amnon [2 Samuel 13].  It debauched Nabal, the son of famous old Caleb [1 Samuel 25].  It held high carnival when Belshazzar saw the writing on the wall [Daniel 5].  It caused Ahasuerus to dethrone good Queen Vashti [Esther 1].  On we could go through the pages of God’s word – citing scores of instances of wrecked lives, broken homes, and ruined characters as the result of alcohol.  

We read in Proverbs 23:29-33, Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? who hath contentions? who hath babbling? who hath wounds without cause? who hath redness of eyes?  They that tarry long at the wine; they that go to seek mixed wine.  Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth his colour in the cup, when it moveth itself aright.  At the last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder.  Thine eyes shall behold strange women, and thine heart shall utter perverse things.  [vv 34-35, Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in the midst of the sea, or as he that lieth upon the top of a mast.  They have stricken me, shalt thou say, and I was not sick; they have beaten me, and I felt it not: when shall I awake?  I will seek it yet again.]  How many there are who have experienced with regret some of the tragic facts presented in these verses!  It is possible that someone listening to my voice has been deceived by Satan, and has fallen into this trap.  Thank God the situation is not hopeless.  If you will but turn to Jesus Christ, you will find immediate release from your woe and misery.  But you must trust in Him.   There is no promise of strength or victory apart from the transforming power of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The Bible says, If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.  And then I also read in Romans 8:37, for we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 
Some there are who see no harm in an occasional drink or two.  Little do they realize who the chronic alcoholic may be.  If you were to tell the moderate drinker he may be doomed to an alcoholic’s grave, he would declare you to be a fool.  Yet, many a casual social drinker has fallen into a life of uncontrollable drunkenness.  We never know.

A young man protested to Dr. Charles Mayo, “But two bottles of beer a day do not hurt me.”  “Wait ten years and see,” replied the wise doctor.  

It is said that the drunkard’s life has two chapters.  First: He could have stopped if he would.  Second: he would have stopped if he could.

The believer’s body is the temple of the Holy Spirit.  We have no right to partake of any practice or habit that is detrimental to our bodies which are God’s possessions.  If you believe the Bible, though you may refuse to say the use of alcohol is sinful, will you not agree that it is questionable?  This being the case, we must always ask, “Will this practice tend to form an enslaving habit?”  Now the Bible denounces anything that does.  Paul says in 1 Corinthians 6:12, All things are lawful unto me (that is, all things which are not clearly defined as being sinful).  But, says the apostle, I will not be brought under the power of any.  Within the realm of some things that are lawful there lies the possibility of enslavement.  The earnest Christian will be watchful of such things.  

There are Christians who declare that moderate drinking is not sinful.  But we must not forget that the possibility of enslavement lies in it.  The Biblical principal is that while certain acts may involve no breaking of the moral law, we are yet to be careful not to be brought under the power of any such things.  A questionable practice with the possibility of enslavement is something I believe the Christian would do well to leave out of his life completely.  One thing is certain: no one ever became an alcoholic without alcohol.  If we stay away from it, we need never worry about it.

Probably our medical men are closer to the subject than many of the rest of us.  What have they said about alcohol which is looked upon so lightly even by church people?  Well the late Dr. Howard A. Kelly (world-renown surgeon) has said, “There is no disease in the world for which alcohol is a cure.  It does undeniably cause thousands of cases of disease.  Its use is ruinous to the kidneys, liver, heart and smaller vessels, and gives rise to that most common fatality: high blood pressure.”  
At a banquet in New York, during the visit of Dr. Lorenz (the great Austrian surgeon), he was reported by the newspapers to have said, “I cannot say that I am a temperance agitator, but I am a surgeon.  My success depends upon my brain being clear, my muscles firm, and my nerves steady.  No one can take alcoholic liquors without blunting these physical powers which I must always keep on edge.  As a surgeon, I must not drink.”  

Dr. Arthur T. Bevin (of Rush Medical College) said, “There can be no doubt that the greatest single factor that we can control in the interest of public health would be the elimination of alcoholic drink.  This is not tyranny; it is evolution.  It is science; it is civilization.”

Dr. Haven Emerson of Columbia wrote, “Alcohol causes disease, psychosis, multiple neuritis, gastritis, and cirrhosis of the liver.  Alcohol causes death from acute and chronic poisoning.  Alcohol reduces resistance to infection.  Alcohol diminishes likelihood of recovery from acute infection, such as pneumonia.”

We cannot ignore these facts so clearly presented by these men of science.  Obviously not all medical men would look at alcohol in the same light.  In fact, as you well know, many of them use alcohol themselves – some even recommend it to their patients.  I heard of a pastor who was suffering from a nervous disorder.  A doctor prescribed a drink of port wine nightly before going to bed.  What happened?  This pastor became an alcoholic.  He brought shame on his family and congregation.  His latter illness was far more serious than the former.  Until one takes the first drink you never know who the alcoholic will be.  The greatest evil I see in beer and liquor is not merely the affect it has on one’s self, but the grief and misery it brings to others.  It would not be so bad if the drinker would shut himself up somewhere and live with himself while under the influence of alcohol, but he usually always brings sorrow to others.  The law of our land has granted the right to every citizen to drink.  On the other hand, we have been given the right to cross the street in safety.  We have the right to a safe highway.  All of us have the right to a home safe from intrusion.  No lawmaker would deny any citizen these rights.  What are the lawmakers who grant the right to drink doing to guarantee these other rights I have mentioned?  They make driving rules and put up traffic signs, but do not make available tangible safety for taxpayers who want to use streets and highways and to feel secure in their own homes.  Equal rights?  How can there be, when rights conflict?  One man’s right to safety cannot co-exist with the other man’s right to drink.  Freedom to drink cannot exist with the freedom from drink.  Alcohol by its very nature is powerless to dispense equal rights.  Consciously or unconsciously, it is a merciless dictator – seeing, hearing, feeling no rights except its own desire.  
I believe every child of God ought to hate alcohol and stand against it.  If you are not a Christian, your first responsibility is to turn to Christ.  Maybe alcohol has its life-destroying grip on you already.  You want to quit, but you cannot.  May I tell you, the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, can help you.  Drink is strong, but the Lord Jesus is infinitely stronger.  Bow your head and invite Him to come into your life.  He will remove the desire for alcohol.  When future temptations come, because you are a son of God you may call on the Lord and He will give abundant strength to overcome.  In Christ we have a lasting victory.  I hope you’ll come to Him now.  

Father God, help some to make their decision today.  You know how weak we are.  You know how vulnerable we are to Satan and temptation.  So give victory in many lives, I pray.  For Jesus’ sake.  Amen.
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