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            The Unfailing Guide

              Dr. J. Allen Blair
It is a pretty tough job going through life without the help of those who know their business.  Good advice from people who know can be extremely worthwhile.  Well there is someone who can help us at any time with any need, and He wants to help you today.

Travelers who explore the rugged mountain passes of the Alps are not only extremely grateful for those who guide them, but are entirely dependent upon them.  It would be impossible to reach the peaks without the skillful leadership and wise directions given by the guide.  Everything depends upon him.  A rope is tied to the guide, then to the second man, and on to the next, and on down the line to the last one.  Frequently the guide stops to tell the rest what to do.  If everything seems satisfactory, he takes another step or two before issuing further suggestions.  If someone should slip, the guide always stands firm to protect the traveler.  He is always careful to get a good solid footing and a secure place to grip the ice.  Slowly but carefully he directs his party to their destination.

Now there is a sense in which life is much like climbing a mountain.  There are man dangerous and slippery steps every human must take.  Because of our limitations and sinful deficiencies, we are unqualified and inexperienced – standing in need of a faithful guide to direct our steps.  Even before the creation of the world, God foresaw our helpless dilemma.  He knew that we in ourselves would be in no position to face the tragedies and uncertainties of life.  Most of all, He recognized that man because of his sinfulness could not save himself.  There had to be someone who possessed intelligence greater than the human mind to choose the paths and lead the way into eternal life, peace, and happiness.  For this purpose He sent His beloved Son into the world – the Lord Jesus Christ – to die for the sins of all mankind.  To prove that He was the Son of God, He rose from the dead and appeared on many occasions to those who had known Him and worked with Him.  Now He is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  But through His Holy Spirit, He is in the world to direct and lead all who put their faith and trust in Him today.  His promise to His own is, I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way in which thou shalt go:  I will guide thee with mine eye.  
Without this guide, man wanders helplessly about without hope and the assurance of salvation.  He gropes about in the midst of the darkness of sin, without the peace of God. He slips and falls amidst the tragedies of life without the comforting arm of the Son of God to sustain and help him.  We read in Proverbs 3:5-6, Trust in the LORD with all thine hear;, and lean not unto thine own understanding.  In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.  Where could anyone find a promise greater than this?  If you are willing to trust in Jesus Christ as the Son of God by receiving Him as your Lord, the Bible promises that He will direct every step you take.  Even though the road ahead may appear to be blocked with scores of obstacles that appear insurmountable or impassable, the promise from the word of God is that the Lord will provide a way.  He says in 1 Corinthians 10:13, There hath no temptation taken you but such as common to man: but God is faithful who will not suffer you to be tempted above that you are able; but will with the temptation also make a way of escape that ye may be able to bear it.

It may be that I am speaking to someone whose life has become clouded with misery and wretchedness.  At this very moment you seem hopelessly confused as you unsuccessfully try to find an answer for your many problems.  May I tell you there is an escape through the Lord Jesus Christ!  Oh I know there are others who will offer you a way of escape, but after a while you will see how inconsistent and incomplete their way really is.  

During WWII, a young soldier who was 22 years of age (but because of his trying experiences looked 35) told a Christian soldier that he had served 23 months in one of the battle areas, and had seen considerable combat.  He was confused, depressed and discouraged.  In fact he said the only thing to which he could look forward to during those months was the next time he could get drunk.  As he put it, “Getting drunk helped me to forget.”  This young man had never touched a drop of liquor before he went into the service.  What a tragedy.  There are literally thousands today trying to drown their troubles in alcohol, or trying to escape through drugs.  Granted, these may offer temporary help and relief, but after it’s over then what?  More trouble.  Alcohol and drugs are no answer to your problem.  They help you to forget for a while, but sooner or later you must return to reality.  There is only one answer.  Christ is the answer.  The Lord Jesus longs to help all who will come to Him by faith and trust in Him.  With outstretched arms He says to you, Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  To all who are sorrowful and unhappy; to those who are weighted down by the cares of this life; to those who want freedom and deliverance from their sins, He says, Come.  No greater word ever fell from His lips: Come!  He doesn’t say anything about being a better citizen, joining a particular church, living a better life, or having greater respect for your family.  He just says, Come.  
Of course, after you come all these other things will follow; but initially the Lord Jesus says to you, Come unto me.  Dear friend, believe that He died for your sins.  Receive Him as your Lord.  Then He will transform your life, and you will be a new creature in God’s sight.  The former lusts and desires will be removed from your heart and mind.  You will walk with God.  You will follow Christ as your guide.  You will live for Him.  You will never have the privilege of living your life over again, but through Christ you can have the opportunity of starting a new life, no matter how far away from God you may be at this moment.  It is possible that you’re down in the very depths of sin.  God’s grace can reach you wherever you are.  No matter how low you may have gone, if you will simply look up to the Lord Jesus, and say, “Lord Jesus, I know you died for me, and I will receive you as my own,” He will meet you where you are.  And what will He do?  He will give you a new heart with new aspirations and desires to follow Him and to do His will.  God promises in His word, A new heart will I give you; a new Spirit will I put within you:  I will take the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh.  That life cold and dull because of sin will immediately be transformed into one of warmth and beauty through the Lord Jesus. 
One time a lady showed John Ruskin a valuable handkerchief which she intended to be a gift to a friend but an ugly blot was made when a drop of ink fell on it.  Ruskin asked for it, and when he returned it after a couple of days it was found that he had made the blot the foundation for a beautiful design.  Where there had been a blot there was now beauty, for it had been touched by the hand of the master.

When lives are touched by the hand of our Lord Jesus Christ, sin is forever forgiven and men and women of sinfulness are made unto righteousness (God’s righteousness, of course, not our own).  It is the implantation of the righteousness of God in our lives because we have welcomed Christ to come in.  Some there are who feel that they are not wholly insufficient in themselves; that they could bring about this change (well, perhaps not now but someday after this or that is taken care of, then they are going to do better).  Realize with me the Bible declares that All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.  There is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good and sinneth not [Ecclesiastes 7:20].  And, as Paul said, I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) there dwelleth no good thing.  We are not capable of being what God wants us to be.  He is holy and righteous.  He wants to make us like unto Himself.  We can be, but only through Christ His Son.  Do you know Him?  He is a wonderful friend.  If you have never received Him into your life, do it right now.  Blessed God, I thank You for the live You give through Jesus Your beloved Son.  Help no one to refuse the Son of God.  May they not turn their face from Him, but I pray that a great host will turn to Him today and enter into this wonderful life of following Jesus.  I ask it in His Blessed Name.  Amen.
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