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Limitless Power

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Jesus has promised unlimited powers to His followers, but so often we are powerless.  A powerless Christian is just about as useless as an engine with no fuel.  Through the Holy Spirit, we possess the potential for mighty usefulness, but so often our lack of faith produces defeat.
In the 17th chapter of the gospel according to Matthew we see one of our Lord’s mighty miracles.  A young man is healed who was a lunatic, possessed with the devil.  I want you to notice six things in connection with this miracle.  First the condition, next the complaint . . . the cure . . . the confusion . . . the charge and, finally, the conclusion.  In verses 14-15, we have the young man’s condition stated:  And when they were come to the multitude, there came to him a certain man, kneeling down to him, and saying, Lord have mercy on my son for he is a lunatik and sore vexed; for oft times he falleth into the fire, and oft into the water.  Now I am sure every parent listening to me can sense the anxiety of this father’s heart.  His son was extremely ill.  Because of his condition, he fell into fire frequently (and sometimes into the water).  There were times when he almost burned to death, and other times when he almost drowned.  It is obvious from this passage that this was more than a mental problem.  It was a case of demonism.  I am convinced that many of the so-called mental illnesses of our day are pure demon possession, such as was the case of the man in our text.
Now notice, secondly, the father’s complaint in verse 16.  He said of his son, I brought him to thy disciples, and they could not cure him.  Our Lord turned to the disciples, and said, O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you?   Then He said to the father, bring him hither to me.  The “faithless disciples” suggest the thousands in our churches today who are powerless because of unsurrendered lives.  Rather than walk by faith, they walk by sight – devoid of power -- not only with God, but with men.   What could be accomplished for the Lord if only they would surrender their entire selves to Him and permit the Holy Spirit to have full and complete control!

Next we see the cure our Lord effected (in verse 18).  And Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed out of him: and the child [young man] was cured from that very hour.  Here is the evidence that the  boy’s problem was not really mental but satanical.  Christ knew this, and demanded that the devil flee from the boy’s body.  Oh what joy and gladness it must have been in the heart of the father who had sought in many places to get healing for his child, and now he was healed.  Here was the boy – restored and in his right mind because of the grace and kindness of God.  What does this tell us?  Simply that nothing is impossible with God.  Do you believe that?  I hope you do because it is absolutely true.  O that we might trust God for all things, and believe that He is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think.  Do not doubt God for a moment.  Whatever your need, remember we are assured, from Philippians 4:19,  if we are right with God: My God shall supply all your need according to his riches and glory by Christ Jesus.
Now from verse 19 we see that the cure produced by our Lord resulted in confusion.  Then came the disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Why could not we cast him out?  Now this was a good question; for, prior to this, Christ had committed this power unto His disciples.  We read in Matthew 10:1, And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples he gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease.  This being the case, what happened?  What became of this supernatural power?  Did it ebb away as suddenly as it flowed?  Was this assurance a mere delusion?  Did Christ take back what He gave?  No wonder as soon as they were alone with the Lord that they wanted to know why their mortifying defeat came about.  Well we may rest assured that the problem was not with Jesus Christ.  It was with His disciples.  The Lord Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and for ever.  Limited power is the result of limited faith.  It always is.  As we see these helpless disciples unable to provide healing for the sick boy, so we see ourselves unable to do many things for God because of our lack of faith.  Christ has told us to go into all the world and preach the gospel.  He has declared that His word is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword.  Why is it then that we have reached so few with the gospel of Jesus Christ?  Is it God’s fault?  Not for a minute.  It is our fault that we have not taken hold of His promises by faith, and given ourselves to world-wide evangelization.  

Christ put His finger on the trouble in verse 20 as we see the charge.  Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief.  This too is the reason you and I are not victorious for God.  It is because of our unbelief.  And then Jesus went on to say, If we have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.   You may be sure that faith is the key to success in Christian warfare.  Unbelief is a sure road to defeat.  Let your faith languish and decay, and all the other graces will languish with it.  Courage, patience, and longsuffering, will soon wither away.  Faith is the root on which all else depends.  We are like the Israelites who, at one time, went through the Red Sea in triumph; but at another time they shrunk from danger like cowards when they reached the borders of the promise land.  Their God was the same, but you see they had changed.  The trouble was not with their God but with them.  The trouble was in their own heart.  They had the same leader (Moses), but their faith failed.  Consequently, they did not enter the land because of unbelief.  If only we could believe God, it would be a matter of hours before we could reach this world for Jesus Christ.  For He says it does not have to be much faith, but it must be genuine faith.  
Notice the conclusion of the whole matter in verse 21.  Jesus said, Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.  How many times we have tried to face the obstacles in our own strength and have failed.  How often we have thought we could grapple with the forces of evil without prayer.  “Fasting” here does not only mean the forsaking of food, but rigid self-denial in all phases of living.  Be assured, divine power is derived power.  It comes from God, but we must be willing to pay the price. 

Now let me ask.  Does God fully possess you today?  Is your life yielded to Him completely?  If not, let Him have His perfect way in you that through you He will perform mighty miracles.  And, if you are not a child of God, I invite you to come to the Savior who with outstretched arms says, Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD:  though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.  Let Christ cleanse you from all sin and give you everlasting life.
Father God, do a work in Your people, I pray.  Take us (frail, broken as we are) and fill us with Your Holy Spirit power.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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