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   Marriage Can Be Beautiful

              Dr. J. Allen Blair
I don’t think I’ve knows a time in all my years in the ministry when there has been so much unhappiness in homes.  It used to be the exception, but now it seems to be the rule.  That’s tragic, friends, because God wants our homes to be like a little heaven on earth.

Do you know that marriage can be beautiful?  Maybe some of you will disagree with that statement for the simple reason that your marriage is everything but beautiful.  But let’s understand that there is not promise from God (or anyone else, for that matter) that a beautiful marriage will simply happen.  God has endowed us with brains, hands, feet, a mouth, and ears, to utilize in every way possible to produce beautiful marriages.  Let’s realize that the Lord wants happiness in our homes.  In Ecclesiastes 9:9, husbands are told to live joyfully with the wife whom thou lovest all the days of the life.  (This could also be read, “Live joyfully with the husband whom thou lovest all the the days of the life.”)  God wants joy in the home.  But for many homes today, the situation appears to be just the opposite: there is wrangling, cursing, shouting and screaming.  It is true that before marriage some people are humbly grateful, while after marriage they are grumbly hateful.  
One thing needed in our homes today is communication.  This is the ability to discuss things without anger and a raised voice – just to be able to talk it out.  Many couples don’t know how to communicate.  They never have communicated.  No wonder their marriage is headed for divorce.

I heard about the elderly couple who often had loud and noisy quarrels.  Everybody in the neighborhood knew how much they quarreled.  Suddenly there was a change.  For days, never again were their voices heard in anger.  The neighbors were amazed.  They wondered what had happened.  Well, finally, one brave woman got up enough courage to ask.  The answer was very simple.  “Two bears did it,” said the wife.  “Two bears?” asked the neighbor.  “Yes, two bears which we found in the Bible:  Bear ye one another’s burdens, and Forbearing one another in love.”  There you have it:  Bear and forebear.  Are those two bears living in your home?  If you are selfish they are not, because to bear and forebear we must think of the other person.  You can be sure when these two essentials are practiced in the home you will be moving in the right direction.  

Do you realize that life is like a journey
Taken on a plane? 

With a pair of passengers
At each window pane.
I may sit beside you 
All the journey through,

Or I might sit elsewhere, 
Never knowing you.
But if God should mark me
To sit by your side,

Let’s be pleasant passengers, 
It’s so short a ride.

How true that is, dear friend.  It’s so short a ride.  There is no time for unkindness in the home.  God says in Colossians 3:19, Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them.  (We could also turn that around, and say, “Wives, love your husbands, and be not bitter against them.)  Am I suggesting that there are wives and husbands who are bitter one toward another?  Oh, yes, many of them.  Well God never planned it this way.  He says in 1 Corinthians 7:3, Let the husband render unto the wife due benevolence: and likewise also the wife unto the husband.  Due benevolence?  This embraces a whole list of thoughts.  One of them is we must do everything and only those things that will be beneficial and helpful to our mate.  This is real love.  It is important to say, I love you; but it is even more essential to prove it by the way you act.  
I have said time and time again, if more people tried as hard to stay married as they did to get married, fewer marriages would fail.  But today our divorce courts are crowded simply because people are selfish and disinterested – caring not to make their marriage what it should be.  When God gave mankind the blessed relationship of marriage, He never intended that it should be taken lightly.  

Some people seem to give far more consideration to the buying of a house or an automobile than they do to their marriage.  They seem to think that marriage is a contract which can be abrogated at the desire of either (perhaps a desire aroused by the finding of a new model for which they would like to trade in on the old).   Friend, marriage is a serious matter in the eyes of God.  It should be in our eyes too.  Do you realize that the marriage relationship is a miracle?  Listen to these two verse found in Matthew 19:5-6.  For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh.  Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh.  What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.  In the miracle of marriage, God takes two and makes them one; and the added admonition is don’t allow any one to interfere with this union; for the two are put together by God to stay together until death.  
It seems incredible for some to think of the marriage relationship as a miracle.  It is so common to every day experience, and so familiar to our sight, that the thought of the supernatural in connection with it is regarded as out of order.  Yet, that’s the truth embedded in the heart of this passage.  They are no more two, but one.  Indeed this should give all of us a high and holy attitude toward marriage.  It is not to be entered into casually or lightly, and since God is the One who molds the two lives into one, He must be considered in the marriage.  He should be known and loved by those entering into marriage, and then He should be honored in the home.  When I say “honored,” I mean given due respect.  His word should be given the rightful place, along with prayer.  And the attitude of those in the home toward each others should be such that it exalts the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Yes, friends, marriage can be beautiful, but what about your marriage?  Maybe you would have to say with some, “My marriage is everything but beautiful.”  Well, let me ask, what are you doing about it?  Is your life fully committed to the control of Jesus Christ?  Do you honor Him as you should in your home, or are you sarcastic – do you retaliate?  Are you fulfilling your responsibilities as a husband or as a wife?  Maybe if you were to do your part as you should your mate would follow.  God who began your home with a miracle can provide another miracle if you will trust Him for it.  He can perform the miracle of making your home beautiful.  I urge you to let Him do it.  Surrender your life completely to Him.  Let Him have the preeminence.  And, if there is any doubt about your relationship to Him, I urge you to receive Him right now.  Call on Him.  Tell Him, “Jesus, I need You.  I need You in my life, and right now I acknowledge the fact that I am a sinner and I realize that You died for my sins, and I thank You for Your forgiveness as I receive You, Jesus, into my life.”  God will meet you, dear friend.  Then take Him into your home; pray for your mate; be an example before your mate; and it won’t be long when that one will come to know Christ, too, and you will have a beautiful marriage – a happy marriage in a happy home.  

Our Father and our God, I pray for many homes today that are not what they should be.  I pray for those who live in such homes that they may bow in humble surrender to You, and then seek to follow You in every area of their lives.  May Jesus be Lord, I pray.  For those who have never come to You, may they trust You now as the One who saves to the uttermost.  This I ask in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen.
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