(Tape No. 363)

      What Are You Saying?

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
It has been said that if you must wag your tongue, please make it sound friendly.  Well if you are a child of God, does what you say always prove your faith, or does it turn people away from the Lord?  

Someone has said, “The trouble with the fellow who talks too fast is that he is apt to say something he hasn’t even thought of yet.”  Most of us are guilty of talking so much that we hardly have time to think about what we are saying.  The Bible contains numerous verses telling us how we should speak.  For example, in Psalm 34:13, we read, Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile.  Evil speaking frequently has to do with speaking evil of one’s neighbor.  In this category there is gossiping (which is so strongly condemned in the Bible).  God says in Leviticus 19:16, Thou shalt not go up and down as a talebearer among thy people.  How many talebearers there are in our churches who are constantly stirring up trouble by their gossiping tongues!
In 1 Timothy 5:13, Paul describes the condition of some of the women in the early church who were creating trouble because of their failure to claim victory over an uncontrolled tongue.  Paul says, And withal they learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house; and not only idle, but tattlers also and busybodies, speaking things which they ought not.  If you know something about another Christian, don’t run here and there telling everybody else.  Take it to the throne of grace.  Intercede for him.  Even more, go and help him in a kindly, loving, Christian way.  Do what you can to correct the situation.  
In James 3:6 and 8, we read, And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity . . .  set on fire of hell . . . an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.  Here we see that there is a subterranean connection between the evil tongue and the powers of hell, making it a channel along which those fires creep out of their confines to blister and bite, to sting, poison, and wound.  The mouth becomes an opening through which hell pours its hatred: the tongue, a weapon of Satan, charged with his venom.  Here is our most God-like power of expression seized by Satan, turned to his own ends.  How common it is to see this fire burning, even in Christian circles.  God says, in Colossians 4:6, Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt.  “Seasoned” does not mean all salt.  Seasoning is but a small proportion of the food – a mere sprinkling.  Yet it so permeates the whole as to render it pleasant to the palate.  The seasoning should be season-able, otherwise it defeats its own end. 

The sprinkling in of the salt is a fine art.  I know of a Christian who has the most marked facility for turning conversation into spiritual channels with no seeming effort and never with offense.  The secret?  Morning by morning he feeds his mind and heart on spiritual food.  Having come from a very real fellowship with his Lord, it is only natural for him to continue that fellowship as he deals with those who are around him.  It is the overflow of the fountain within – nothing artificial or stilted.  He is a blessing to everyone with whom he comes in contact.  

You see, the world needs salt today.  Jesus said, Ye (believers, children of God), Ye are the salt of the earth.  But oh how many of us irritate and disturb people because we are all salt, lacking in the love and grace of Almighty God.  

If someone were to pay you a dollar for every kind word that you have spoken about people and collect 50 cents for every unkind word, would you be rich or poor?  That deserves some pondering, doesn’t it?  Well, how about it?  Would you be rich or poor?  I fear some of us would have to confess that we would be miserably poor.  
Only a word of anger, but it wounded one sensitive heart  
Only a word of sharp reproach, but it made the teardrops start  
Only a hasty thoughtless word, sarcastic and unkind
But it darkened a day before so bright, and left a stain behind.
Only a word of kindness, but it lightened one heart of grief  
Only a word of sympathy, but it brought one soul relief  
Only a word of gentle cheer, but it flooded with radiant light 
The pathway that seemed so dark before, and it made the day more bright.

God says in James 3:2, If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able to bridle the whole body.  Now the word “perfect” here means mature.  He is grown up in the Lord.  He has advanced in the faith.  He has grown strong in the things of Christ.  
It has been estimated that most people speak enough in one week to fill a large five hundred page book.  In the average lifetime, this would amount to 3,000 volumes, or 1,500,000 pages.  In the light of this, when you consider the words of Matthew 12:37, spoken by our Lord, this becomes a frightening thought.  For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words, thou shalt be condemned.  Think of it!  We shall either be justified, or condemned; receive reward, or suffer loss, on the grounds of the words we have spoken.  Does your conversation reveal that you are a disciple of Jesus Christ?  that you have a changed life and your citizenship is in Heaven?  Or does your speech betray you, suggesting a worldly and carnal believer?  Are you guilty of foolish jesting, wasting precious time with the idle throng, enjoying their giddy nonsense, echoing their hollow laughter, and delighting in their sensual, wicked, and suggestive conversation?

The psalmist said in Psalm 35:28, My tongue shall speak of thy righteousness and of thy praise all the day long.  If you have really met the Lord Jesus Christ, let Him control your tongue.  He says in Proverbs 4:24, Put away from thee a forward mouth, and perverse lips put far from thee.  Perhaps you say, “Well, I’ve tried to do this – I’ve tried over and over but this seems to be my weakness.”  Do you know what the answer to your problem is?  Surrender to Jesus Christ.  Commit your life fully to Him.  Tell Him your need.  He can overcome any temptation, if you will let Him do it.  Yield yourself to His control.  Ask Him for grace to control your tongue.  Maybe your real problem is that you’ve never really been born again.  You are trying to control sin in the power of the flesh.  God’s Spirit must do the job.  Take Christ into your life.  He can transform your speech into praise, but only He can do it.  Let Him come into your life and His praises will come out of your mouth; for Jesus said, in Matthew 12:34, Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.
Blessed Lord, in the name of Jesus, we ask You to touch our lips with the grace we need to speak forth words that praise and honor Your holy Name.  Have Your way, I ask.  In the name of Jesus our Wonderful Lord.  Amen.
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