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      It’s Plain and Clear

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
In spite of the clear presentation of truth concerning our eternal salvation, which is easily seen in the Scriptures, many people never get saved.  Either they neglect salvation through Christ, or they trust in their own thoughts rather than the truth of God.  

A young lady was injured slightly in a car accident.  The driver of the other car was seriously injured and died shortly after.  Erroneously, in writing the police report, the young lady who was slightly injured was listed as dead.   The local newspaper, seeing the report, published the account of her death in the Sunday paper.  Later the error was realized, but it was too late.  The paper was already published.  My! what turmoil this caused.  The young lady and her parents spent several days assuring her many friends and well-wishers that she was very much alive.

Well, one of these days this young lady (as well as you and I) must die.  The Bible states in Hebrews 9:27, And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.  All of us have an appointment with death, and God makes it very clear that every man and woman on this earth should be ready to die.  God declares in Amos 4:12, Prepare to meet thy God.  Well how does one go about preparing?  Now there are all kinds of viewpoints prevailing.  One of the most common seems to be:  Do the best you can.  Many people think that if they do their best and live the way they think they should, all will be well.  Quite obviously, no one ever does his best.  Furthermore, our standards of the best are not God’s standards.  If one could save himself by doing his best, it would be a hopeless mistake for Christ to die on the cross, because Christ was perfect.

One time a lady phoned me and asked if I would take the funeral of her husband.  I had never met these people, but when I called at the home the daughter was quick to tell me that her 72-year old father had lived a wonderful life.  He had never harmed anyone.  He never drank or smoked, and he was well-liked by everyone.  But the tragedy was there was not a word about his attitude toward Jesus Christ.  He was a man who had a good philosophy of life to live by, but nothing to die by.

Well all of us are drawn to people who are nice, kind, and thoughtful.  Surely it is important to live right, but for one to live right does not earn salvation; for we read in the word of God, in Titus 3:5, that it is Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Spirit.  Salvation is purely a matter of grace: God’s grace.  No one deserves to be saved, but Christ (recognizing our helpless state) left the glory above to come to earth and its shame to offer up Himself as a sacrifice for our sins that we might be saved.  All we could ever hope to do by way of good and clean living would fall far short of what Christ did at Calvary.  
Very frequently I hear people say, “If one is sincere in what he believes, all will turn out all right.  It doesn’t make any difference,” they say, “what you believe, just so you are sincere in what you believe.”  The problem is it is possible to be sincerely wrong.  Many people are wrong in their thinking about God.  A person may be perfectly earnest in his quest for truth, and yet be led off into false teaching.  And, in spite of his sincerity, come to the ultimate of eternal death.  I remember reading a newspaper report one time that came from New York.  Six infants died at a general hospital in New York State.  Eight others were seriously ill from sodium poisoning caused by the accidental substitution of salt for sugar in the infants’ formula.  An attendant had accidentally put salt in the sugar bowls and the nurses had sincerely given the salt to the infants instead of sugar.  These nurses were sincere.  They thought they were doing the right thing, but they were sincerely wrong.  Likewise, sincerity is not enough to be saved.  It must be heart belief in Jesus Christ, God’s Son.  Will you agree with me that you are not perfect?  If you are not perfect, you are imperfect.  And, if you are imperfect, you are a sinner.  Christ is the perfect Son of God who died for our sins.  Only as we recognize Him as our substitute, the One who willingly gave His life on the cross for us, can we be saved.

But maybe you say (like some), “Well I believe in Christ.  Everybody believes in Christ, don’t they?”  No, not everybody believes in Christ.  Many people believe about Christ.  But believe, as taught in the Bible, means to receive Jesus Christ into the life.  

Then there are those who think if they go to church all will be well.  To be sure, it is not church that saves.  Thousands of people go to church who are not saved -- because they have never really met the Lord.  They know about the Lord, but they don’t know Him personally.  How many misguided people there are working in churches who think that they are going to earn their salvation.  A woman took part faithfully in the activities of the church to which she was identified as a Sunday school teacher and a choir member.  One day, while traveling on a train, she got into a conversation with an earnest Christian worker.  As they talked about things of God, the man (realizing some lack in the woman’s life) suddenly put the question, “Can you tell me what became of Noah’s carpenters?”  She thought for a minute, and then said, “No, I cannot say.”  “Well,” said her friend, “they helped him build the Ark, but they missed being saved in the Ark.”  All at once it dawned on her that this had been her position: working for God, without a heart experience with God.

I am happy to say, however, that the incident resulted in this woman’s conversion.  There are thousands of people like this in our churches.  They are sincere, but they have missed the truth of Scripture completely, concerning salvation through Jesus Christ.
Now listen to 1 John 5:11-12. And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is  where? through church membership? through your baptism? through your good works?  No, it says, this life is in his Son.  Life in Christ!  And the verses go on to say, He that hath the Son hath life (that is, he that is sincere hath life? or he that joins the church hath life? or he that works hard in the church has life?  It doesn’t say that.)  It says, he that hath the Son hath life.  There is no other way, friend.  That’s it:  He that hath the Son of God (Jesus Christ) has life.  The opposite is, He that hath not the Son of God hath not life.  Now this is what the Bible says.  Even though he may be sincere; even though he may be a good person morally; even though he may never miss a Sunday in church, God says he does not have life because he has never definitely received Jesus Christ into his life.
Well, what about you?  Have you received the Son of God as your Savior and Lord?  Now I am not questioning your moral.  I am not questioning your relationship to a church.  You may be a fine person (and I hope you are).  But, friend, salvation is through believing in Christ.  There is no other way.  If you never have, call on Him right now and invite Him to come into your heart and life.  God will meet you right where you are.

Blessed God, I thank You for the gospel – the good news – that all who believe might be eternally saved: that they might be forgiven of all sin through trusting in our Redeemer Lord Christ Jesus.  May many trust in Him right now.  For I ask in His Name.  Amen.
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