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Our Unfailing Friend (Part 2)

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
There is Someone who can help us over the rough spots, regardless of their severity.  I hope you know this Someone.  If not, please keep listening.

In my last message we considered the marvelous of Proverbs 3:5, Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.  I hope you have trusted the Lord for your salvation, and that you are daily trusting Him for every need of life. 

Maybe you are like some however, who say, “Well I would like to put my trust in the Lord, but I have lived such a terrible past.  I have committed so many wrongs and done so much that God would never receive me.”  Well, if this is the way you feel about it, it is obvious that you know very little about the God of all grace.  You see, God is a forgiving God.  The language spoken in Heaven by the angels and all the redeemed is the language of forgiveness.  It is the only language spoken there.  No other language could be understood.  It is spoken by the cherubim and seraphim, and the whole angelic host, as they praise God: the source of our forgiveness and eternal salvation.

This will be the language spoken by all the redeemed on the banks of the River of Life who gather around the throne of the Lamb to sing the new song unto Him who loved them and washed them from their sins.  There is nothing God desires to do more than to forgive people of all their sins.  He does this on the grounds of what Christ did for us.  

The Lord Jesus died on the cross for our sins.  This is how God can forgive us.  If Christ had not died for us, there would be no forgiveness.  Actually, we are the ones who deserved to die, but Christ died for us.  He became our substitute.

Now listen to 2 Corinthians 5:21, For God hath made him (that is, Jesus Christ) to be sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.  Thus God says to us in 1 John 1:9, If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  It’s just as simple as that.  If you are willing to trust in Jesus and confess (that is, acknowledge the fact that you are a sinner), God will forgive every sin you have ever committed.  He will give you new life.  And you’ll be forgiven for ever.  You will have the privilege of calling upon Him day-by-day to seek His guidance and direction for the problems of life.  I tell you, friend, we need His direction in these days.  And when you trust Him, you have the privilege of depending upon Him for everything.  This is what it means to trust in the LORD with all your heart; and lean not unto your own understanding.  It is just to cast all our care upon God, and believe Him for everything.
Now if you never have, will you turn to Christ for your own personal salvation?  Believe Him, take God at His word.  Maybe you are thinking that you would like to trust Christ, but you are afraid you could not hold out.  Keep in mind that God invites us to put faith in Christ, not in your self.  You cannot hold out.  But it is God who does the holding.  He promises to direct your steps.  

Many years ago, the circuit riding preachers out West frequently had to swim their horses across a river.  When they crossed the swollen and over-flowing rivers, if they fixed their gaze upon the swirling waters around them, they were likely to become dizzy, fall from the saddle, and be swept away by the flood.  But if they fixed their eyes on the trunk of a tree on the shore, or upon a rock, or upon the sum of a hill, they rode in safety.  Well, God tells us to fix our eyes on Jesus Christ.  If we follow Him, we shall not fail.  If we trust Him, we shall overcome – for God’s keeping power is sufficient.  It is God who does the caring.  It is God who promises to direct us as we look to Him for everything.  
Now let me just add that salvation in Jesus Christ is a crisis experience.  New life in Him is yours the very moment you receive Christ.  Listen to Romans 10:9-10.  That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shall believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.  For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.  You see, it is unmistakably clear: the moment you believe, God declares that you are saved.  You are eternally His.  Have you had this experience?  This is the greatest step anyone could ever take in life.  Do it now, if you never have.  All you need do is say, “Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner; but I am willing to receive You as my Lord.  I know You died for me.  I am sorry for my sins.  I trust You, Jesus, to save me at this very moment.”  God will hear you and He will respond.  You will then know that you will have His constant presence with you, as well as the assurance of a Heavenly home.

Blessed Lord, I think of countless millions going here and there with never a thought about the Lord Jesus Christ.  Help them to understand, Father, that there is much more to life than a body.  We are immortal souls who must prepare for eternity.  In the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen.
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