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    Prayer That Produces

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Do you believe in prayer?  You do?  What do you pray about?  You say, “Everything.”  Are you sure you do?  Please stay with me as we think about an extremely important element of prayer strongly emphasized in the Scriptures.

It has been said that when you are swept off your feet, get on your knees.  This is good advice.  There are scores of Scripture verses that tell us practically the same thing.  Recall the occasion when Peter was arrested and thrown into jail.  Acts 12:5 says, Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him.  Peter was in prison, but prayer was made.  Peter was swept off his feet by this unforeseen experience, but the saints went to their knees immediately.  The result was that God answered in a miraculous way.  Whenever our prayers are for the glory of God, in the will of God, we shall enjoy the blessing of God.
Few of us realize that there is a common weakness evident in much of our praying.  A close look at the Scriptures makes it clear that true biblical praying has to do primarily with spiritual matters.  Now this is not to suggest that it is wrong to pray for our material needs.  Our Lord taught us to pray, Give us this day our daily bread.  God expects us to pray for material things, but let’s face it: our most disturbing problems are not material; they are basically spiritual.  If you will examine the Lord’s Prayer carefully, you will note that five of the petitions have to do with spiritual things.  There are several other passages of Scripture containing prayers of our Lord which also evidence the fact that He was primarily concerned about the spiritual rather than the material.

The prayers of the apostle Paul sprinkled throughout the epistles reveal a man who agonized in prayer – not for the material needs of the believers, but for the spiritual.  For example, look at Colossians 1:9-12, where the apostle offers six petitions to God that the saints might be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, that they might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, that they might be fruitful in every good work, that they might increase in the knowledge, that they might be strengthened with all might according to his glorious power, unto all patience and long-suffering with joyfulness, and that they might give thanks unto the Father which has made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light.   There is no intimation here whatsoever of material needs.  It is all spiritual.  Doubtless the Colossians had numerous material needs, but Paul recognized that their greater need was spirituality.

Listen to the average prayer request that is voiced in a prayer meeting.  You will discover immediately that about 90% of the requests have to do with either physical or material needs.  Examine your own praying.  Probably you will discover that you are missing the most important element of prayer altogether.  In James 4:3, God says, Ye ask and receive not because ye ask amiss that ye may consume it upon your lusts.   The thing God is speaking about here is that which we are discussing.  When one prays for his spiritual needs, rarely will he ask amiss.  On the other hand, when he prays relative to his material needs, he needs to be very careful of selfishness in his praying.  Lopsided prayers (weighty on the material side) is one reason why many prayers go unanswered.

When praying for your church, concentrate on the spiritual.  Rarely is this done.  Most of the praying is for the building program, the new organ, the finances, or something along this line.  Even when we pray for our missionaries, it is something like, “Send the money for their support; provide for them so they can get a better home to improve their living conditions.”  When we pray for our friends in Christ, it is usually physical – that they might be healed of some ailment, or if possible, that surgery may be avoided.  Certainly there are times when we should pray for the material and physical, but if we major on these in our praying, we shall overlook the basic need completely.  Churches have needs of greater importance than building programs.  The missionaries’ problems are rarely solved by changing the living conditions.  The healing of the body does not always provide a solution for those who are sick.  
In Ephesians 6:12, we are told that we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of this world, against spiritual wicked-ness in high places.  The believer in Jesus Christ is surrounded by a mighty enemy at all times. He has legions of wicked angels encumbering his steps with flagrant temptations. Satan goes about as a roaring lion, Peter says, seeking whom he may devour.  To be able to face the devil with victory through Jesus Christ is more important than anything else in life.  It is this that should have top priority in our praying, that we might be spiritual men and women endued with the power of God, producing fruit for God.  After the apostle Paul had warned believers of the powers of evil which they should resist, he made it clear as to how this could be done.  Praying always with all prayer and supplication, in the spirit (Ephesians 12:18).  Following this, he requested prayer for himself – not that he might be protected from physical harm, or that his funds might hold out, but as he said – that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel for which I am an ambassador in bonds, that therein I may speak boldly as I ought to speak.
Check up on your own praying.  Maybe it will be necessary for you to do some revising.  Ask God to open your eyes that you may be made aware of your spiritual needs.  No matter how severe the circumstances are in which you are living, your physical and ma-terial needs are less in importance when compared to your spiritual needs.  Consider your need of love.  What about a concern for the lost?  Then there is a willingness to obey God, or possibly it is the power of God that you need.  There are so many spiritual needs that all of us have.  Keep the spiritual on top in your praying and you will discover prayer that produces.  

Now if you have never received Jesus Christ into your life you cannot pray.  Anyone who would communicate with God must pray in the name and through Jesus Christ.  If you have never claimed Christ as your Savior, I urge you to do so right now.  Then it will be your privilege to have access to the throne of God, with the promise of all of the blessings in Heaven.  You can turn to God at any time, lay your burdens at His feet, and God will undertake.  My! what a privilege.  And so many of God’s people are missing out on this great privilege.  And if you’re unsaved, again I say, you don’t have the privilege; but you can have, right now, by bowing your head and saying, “Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner, and I am sorry for my sins, and I now receive you as my Savior and Lord.”  Christ will enter your life, and then you will enjoy victory in prayer.
We thank You, our Father, for the privilege of prayer.  Like your servants of old, we beseech You humbly, teach us to pray.  Above all, may we pray in the power of the Holy Spirit that Jesus Christ might be glorified and honored.  I ask this in His holy Name.  Amen.
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