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     God Is Not Sleeping

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
During a season of deep trial, have you ever wondered as you prayed why God seemed to be so silent?  There appeared to be no response whatsoever.  Could God have been sleeping?  Why didn’t He respond?  Well hopefully you will get some help today.  So please keep listening.

Look with me to Mark’s gospel, chapter 4, verses 35-41.  In understanding this passage, we should keep in mind that the Lord Jesus had been teaching and preaching all day long.  He was weary; but, as always, we see His unresting compulsion to do the will of the Father.  There are seven things I should like to point out from this passage of Scripture.  Here they are:  the call, the compassion, the circumstances, the concern, the conqueror, the censure, and the consternation.  Now look at verse 35 (of Mark 4) where we see the call.  And the same day, when the even was come, he (Jesus) saith unto them (that is, His disciples), Let us pass over unto the other side.  Now here was the call to go.  No matter where you turn in the word of God, you find a missionary challenge.  Though our Lord had ministered to the needs of the multitudes all day long, He realized that there were others to be reached (and so the call to proceed forth to the other side).  The Lord Jesus never settled in one locality.  He was world-conscious.  In Luke 4:43 He said, I must preach the kingdom of God to other cities also for therefore am I sent.  Those who are His followers must, likewise, have this concern and burden to reach others with the gospel of redemption.

In verse 36, we see our Lord’s compassion.  And when they had sent away the multitude, they took him even as he was in the ship.  And there were also with him other little ships.  Now why did the author of this Gospel make this assertion about the other little ships?  This statement has no definite bearing whatsoever on the rest of the passage.  I am sure He did it because our Lord Jesus Christ must have emphasized the fact to the disciples that even though they were in the midst of a storm, they should not think about themselves.  There were others at close proximity who should be considered also.  How easy it is to think about our own things and forget there are multitudes of others who have needs as well.  In Philippians 2:4, we are told to Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.  We need to pray that God will give us this same heart concern for those around us that our Lord Jesus had.  

Now, in verse 37, notice the circumstances.  And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full.  A heavy squall came up very quickly, and tossed that little ship as a cork in the angry surf.  Our text says of the ship that it was now full.  Literally this reads that it was fast filling up.  The waves were so high that they were splashing into the ship and filling it.  As you recall, this storm came very suddenly.  It reminds me of the manner in which many of the storms of life arise in the lives of believers.  It is very possible that I am speaking to someone who might say, “I am like that little ship fast filling up with trouble and difficulty.  I cannot seem to get relief of any kind.  I am near the breaking point.”  Well if you are a child of God, and if you are trusting fully in Jesus Christ, you will never reach the breaking point.  I do not see anything in this text that tells us that the ship filled up, and that the disciples were lost.  No.  Your ship may be filling up with difficulty and trial, but you will never be overcome in the Lord.  God will give you grace even as He gave it to the apostle Paul.  In 2 Corinthians 9:8, we read that God is about to make all grace abound toward you; that ye always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work.  You may rest assured that God will never allow a trial to come into your life greater than the grace that has been deposited to your account.  Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could never receive a bill larger than the amount of money we have deposited in the bank?  Well, such is true of the grace of God.
Look at verse 38, where we see the concern.  And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake him, and say unto him, Master, carest thou not that we perish?  As the ship filled up with water, in the midst of this severe and frightening storm, Jesus slept.  The excited disciples awakened Him, shouting, “Is it nothing to you that we are drowning?  Don’t you care that we are about to perish?”  Did our Lord care?  Why of course He did.  In this little ship was the foundation of the church of God.  In Ephesians 2:20, we are told that the church is built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ being the chief cornerstone.  Here was the greater part of that foundation packed into this little ship.  Would our Lord let the ship go to the bottom of the sea with its precious cargo?  Trials are not an indication that God does not care.  Our Lord had a body like ours.  He hungered, thirsted, felt pain, and needed rest.  For this reason He understands all about our trials.  Because He understands, He cares.  You may rest assured that even though He was sleeping physically, as God He was not sleeping.  We are told in 2 Chronicles 16:9, For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth to shew himself strong in behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him (or, “mature” toward Him).  The disciples were in the will of God.  They had been told by our Lord to cross the sea.  Being in the will of God is not assurance that we shall not have difficulties along the way, but always remember: in the midst of the difficulties, we have a faithful Lord.  
We see His faithfulness in verse 39, as we recognize the conqueror.  And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still.  And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm.  As Christ silenced the angry sea, He can silence any trial in your life.  He is the mighty conqueror.  There is no passion so strong that He cannot tame it; no temper so violent and rough that He cannot change it; no sin with such a grip on you that He cannot wrought it out from its existence.  We are told in Ephesians that he is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think.
In verse 40 we see the censure.  Jesus looked at the disciples, and said, Why are you so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith?  How many times it has been necessary for Him to say this to us!  We do fear.  Why don’t we trust Him?  

And then notice the consternation in verse 41, And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?  Jesus had performed a mighty miracle and they were surprised.  They were just as surprised as you and I are when God answers prayer.  We should not be, but we are.  Our God is never asleep.  He knows all about anxiety.  He will not let us drown in a ship of sorrow and testing.  Tell Him you will trust Him with your entire heart.  Tell Him that you love Him, and you will believe Him.  And if you are not one of His own, come to Him by faith and receive Jesus Christ into your life, and be eternally saved.

Use Your Word, our Father, to silence our troubled spirits.  Guide us and keep us close to Your side.  In the name of Jesus I pray.  Amen.
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