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        The Book We Need

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Someone has said that when he first read Plato he found a mirror for his soul.  Well, that may be true, but by reading Plato or any other philosopher, a person will not find eternal life.  We must turn to another book for that.

If you are a believer in Jesus Christ, do you realize that you are extremely wealthy?  You may reply, “I am?  Well, if this is the case, where is it all?”  I will tell you where it is.  Let me read the words of David, as found in Psalm 119:72.  The law of thy mouth is better unto me than thousands of gold and silver.  You are wealthy because you have the word of God.  Not only that, you have the Holy Spirit to give you understanding of God’s word.  The word of God is more valuable to the believer than many thousands of dollars.  There is no comparison between God’s word and money.

But you may say, “Just a minute!  I can get along without the Bible, but I can’t get along without money.”  Are you sure?  You can’t get along without the Bible.  I know some Christians are trying to do this, but they are miserable.  This is why they are having problems in the Christian life.  We can’t expect God’s blessing while neglecting God’s word.  God has promised to bless His people, but He has also laid down certain conditions for blessing.  Never does he open the windows of heaven and pour out blessing on those who keep their Bibles shut.  We have the Scriptures that you and I might be instructed in righteousness.  The Bible is more than a book of laws and statutes.  It is God’s message to us – instructing us and teaching us and providing encouragement for many difficulties in life.

Whoever you are, the Bible is for you.  Whether you are healthy or sick, strong or weak, its message is relevant.  Do you need guidance?  God will direct you through His word.  Are you suffering distress of some kind?  Search the Scriptures for the consolation that God has for you.  There is no possible situation in life in which you may find yourself, that you cannot get help from God’s word suitable for your circumstances.

The Bible could be likened to a large, beautiful tree which bears sweet fruit for those who are hungry, and affords shelter and shade for pilgrims on the way to the city of God.  It is a cabinet of jewels and precious stones which are not only to be looked at and admired, but to be used and worn.  It is a telescope that brings distant objects and far-off things near, so that we can see something of their beauty and importance.  It is a treasure house, a store house for all sorts of valuable and useful things which are to be had without money and without price.  Child of God, don’t neglect this book.  If you do, only you can be the loser.  

Joshua declared a long time ago, This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth, but thou shalt meditate therein day and night.  The psalmist said of the godly man, In his law doth he meditate day and night.   Further, in the 119 Psalm, He said, O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day.  We are exhorted to spend much time in the Scriptures that we might become men and women of spiritual power.  How miserably some of us fail in taking adequate time to meditate on the Scriptures!
During the next 24 hours, you will have 1,440 minutes at your disposal.  Doesn’t it seem strange (with nearly 1500 minutes) we find it so difficult to take five, ten, 20, or 30 to spend with the Lord for our own spiritual sustenance and growth?  I assure you, the only possible way you can meet the tensions of life in these crucial days is to take time to read and study the word of God.  The world in its desperation turns to drink, drugs, lust, crime, fortune-tellers, and many other sources, to try to forget.  For the Christian, there is something far better.  It is the only place to go:  God’s word.  Don’t neglect this book – for if you do, you will be the loser.

Most of us take time for the newspaper, television, hobbies, and other things.  Some of them are worthwhile, others are not.  Why not take time for that which is most worthwhile.  Put first things first.  Put things in their rightful order.  

Those who are truly Bible-fed will be Bible-led.  God will give wisdom from the Scriptures to direct our paths.   All of us will admit that we are living in times of confusion.  Frequently we don’t know which way to turn.  This is where God’s word is useful.  He speaks to us through His word.  We have a marvelous treasure in the Bible.  Don’t ignore it.  

To those who have never taken Christ into their lives, the Bible really is a closed book.  Only as one knows Jesus Christ does it become a reality.  A young college girl had gathered with some other young people for an early morning Bible class.  She did not have time to return to her room, but went to her first class on campus with her Bible under her arm.  As she entered the room, the young professor (with a sneer) said, “You don’t believe that book, do you?”  “I certainly do,” she replied, “I have a personal acquaintance with the Author.”  That’s it.  When you know the Author of the Bible – God Himself – the book has meaning.  You will see it not merely as a history book, but a book of instruction.  As we read in Romans 15:4, Whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.  This book is written for our learning, for our edification.  But you need to know Jesus Christ to find this out. 
Have you had a personal encounter with Him?  Have you definitely acknowledge Him as your Savior and Lord?  You ask, “Well how do I go about that?”  Just simply acknowledge the fact to God that you have sinned, and that you are sorry for your sins, and ask Jesus Christ to come into your life.  He will respond immediately.  You will not feel Him.  You will not see Him.  “Well then,” you ask, “how will I know He is there?”  Because the word of God tells us so.  Jesus said, If any man will open the door, I will come into him.  And if you are willing to do that, He will come in and change your life.  The Bible will then become a living book to you.  Now the best way to find this out is “try and see.”  Try for yourself.  Just ask Christ to come into your life; and then, get into the book and it will become a living book to you.

Father, I thank You for Your eternal word.  How it has blessed hearts over and over again.  We confess the fact that we have often neglected the book.  We have not read it and studied it as we should.  Put within us that earnest desire to spend time in your word.  For any who are coming to Christ, lead them, guide them, and direct them in the paths of usefulness.  I pray this in His Name.  Amen.
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