(Tape No. 364)

      Hope for the Hopeless
  
          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Have you done some things in the past that depressed your conscience and disturbed your soul?  You fear what could happen in the future because of the sins of the past.  Well fear no longer, for I have a message of hope that could mean eternal deliverance for you.

One night on a trip across the Atlantic a ship’s officer told a passenger they had just passed the spot where the Titanic went down.  The passenger thought of all the life and wreckage beyond the power of man to recover and redeem.  He thought further of the great depth of the deep sea, with all its treasure too far down for man to reach and restore.  Too far down – think with me for a few minutes about all of the human wreckage sunk in ocean depths of nameless sin.  Far, far down, but is anyone too far down?  No, never too far down for the love of God.  God will go to the lowest depths to save a single sinner who is willing to trust in Christ His Son.  The Bible says Christ died for our sins.  God hath made Christ to be sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.  The Lord Jesus Christ bore every sin.  He got beneath the load, down under the very bottom of it.  Because He did this, no human wreckage is sunk in iniquities so deep that God’s great love cannot reach down and redeem.  How wonderful is the gospel: the good news that God can save to the uttermost all who will put their faith and trust in Jesus Christ.

Maybe your friends and loved ones have forsaken you.  God will never forsake you.  He stands with arms outstretched at this very moment, saying, Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near.  You say, “Well, I would like to come to Christ.  I would like to get free from my sin; but it’s too late.  It has too great a hold on me.”  Hear me, friend.  Christ can break the vise-like grip of any sin, if you’ll let Him do it.  Call upon Him for deliverance, and He will liberate you.  All you need is the willingness to come to Him.  Of course, if you cherish your sin, and cling to it rather than turn to Christ, there is no hope.  

One day a little child was playing with a very valuable vase.  He put his hand into it but couldn’t get it out.  His father tried in vain to help him.  At last, they talked of breaking the vase, but the father said, “Now let’s make one more try.  Open your hand.  Hold your fingers as straight as you possibly can, then pull.”  The little fellow said, “But Daddy, if I put my fingers out like that, I’ll drop the quarter I’m holding.”  
Well, many adults are like that.  They cling to their cherished sin which will doubtless result in eternal death.  If only they could let Jesus Christ deal with that sin, the problem could be solved.  He died for that sin; for every sin, for that matter.  His blood can cover all sin.  Let Him give you victory.  Give Him a chance to work in your life and experience His mighty power.  Now you may be thinking (as many do), “I ought to come to Christ.  In fact, I hope to someday (but not just now).”  How long do you think God will wait?  Doubtless He has been dealing with you for days and weeks and maybe years.  Today He is speaking to you again, saying, Now is the accepted time.  The writer of Hebrews says, Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard.  Your life could end in a catastrophe.  Thus consider God’s invitation.  

I recall reading of the ocean-going steamer that crashed on the rocks and was wrecked.  There was no storm at the time.  How the captain (a skilled and veteran officer) could have permitted his ship to wander so far from her course was a mystery.  Even the captain himself couldn’t give a suitable explanation.  Then it occurred to someone to examine the ship’s compass.  In the case they found the culprit: the point of a steel knife blade.  A sailor attempting to remove a rust spot in cleaning the compass had broken off the point of his knife blade.  The piece of steel was less than a quarter of an inch long, but it pulled the needle of the compass far afield – deceiving the man at the wheel and wrecking the vessel.  A fifty-cent knife had destroyed a vessel many tens of thousands of dollars of value.
Sin in a person’s life has the same effect as that piece of knife blade.  It will lead us astray and dash our soul upon the rocks of eternal misery.  God says the wages of sin is death.  Oh friend, don’t continue on the broad road that leadeth to destruction, but turn to the living Christ for refuge.  Let Him forgive you of all your sins, that you may be sure of eternal life.  Jesus says, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.  Let the Lord Jesus Christ who died on the cross, was buried, and rose again, forgive your sins and give you victory!  Joy and blessing such as you have never known can be yours.  Do not sink in despair.  Put your hand in Christ’s hand.  You will stand on the solid rock of salvation with security and everlasting hope.  Christ is ready and willing to receive you, if you will receive Him.

Heavenly Father, many are sinking in the sea of sin without hope or assurance.  Draw them to yourself, I pray.  In the name of Jesus our Wonderful Lord.  Amen.
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