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       They Need to Hear

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Our world would be a much better place in which to live if more Christians would share their faith with those who need to hear.  God never intended that we hoard the blessings of God and ignore the unsaved.  By the way, how long has it been since you told somebody about Jesus Christ?

One cold winter night, my wife and I were driving along a city street on our way home when suddenly we noticed hundreds of people searching all along the street – looking in the gutters, under the bushes, back in the wooded areas.  Naturally we were curious.  Had something valuable been lost?  Were they looking for a person?  I stopped the car, and got out, and inquired of a young man as to the reason for all these people searching the area.  He informed me that one of the local radio stations had hidden a $1,000 check as an advertising stunt.  Whoever found the check was welcome to keep it.  There were certainly some busy people out there.  Some of them looked like they were practically pulling the shrubbery out of the ground looking for that check.   As I got back in the car and continued on my way, I began to think, “Wouldn’t it be a wonderful thing if Christians could get that same concern to go out and win the lost to Jesus Christ?”  I’m afraid that some Christians would do more for money than what they would do to reached the unsaved for Christ.  Think of it.  Hundreds of people out on the streets on a bitter cold night, searching for a $1,000 check.  
God says (concerning the lost) in Psalm 49:8, The redemption of their soul is precious.  A person without Christ has a far greater value than a $1,000 check.  In fact, it would be impossible to place a value on one’s soul.  In Mark 8:36-37, God gives some idea of the value as He says, What shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world and lose his own soul?  Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?  God is concerned about the lost.  We who know Christ should be as well.  God says in Ezekiel 33:11, Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live.  God is concerned that everyone hear the way of salvation.  He wants no one to die in their sins.  In 2 Peter 3:9, He declares that He is not willing that any should perish.  Those who are followers of God through Jesus Christ should pray for this same earnest compassion.

Now witnessing for Christ is never easy.  One reason is that when you witness to a person without Christ you are infringing on Satan’s territory – for, in reality, they belong to him.  He is their father.  You may be sure he will give you trouble.  Some Christians never witness for Christ for fear of being refused or rebuked.  For them the cost is too great.  So they keep quiet, rather than take a stand for Christ and bear witness.  If this should be true of you, may I remind you that it is not easy for a fireman to rescue people who are trapped in a burning building, but he does it.  It is not easy for a lifeguard to plunge into the turbulent waves of the ocean to pull a drowning victim to safety, but he does it.  We cannot allow ourselves to be guided by our selfish feelings when it comes to the important responsibility of sharing Christ with others.  Sometimes, however, what we think to be a difficult task does not prove to be so difficult at all.

One time a businessman told an evangelist that he had worked in his office with another gentleman for 30 years and had never said anything to him about becoming a Christian.  The evangelist urged him to speak to the man without fail the next morning.  The Christian promised that he would.  He found it awfully difficult to break the silence of 30 years.  But finally he said, “I want to talk to you about something of supreme importance.  I want to urge you to give yourself to Jesus Christ and live for Him.”  After a moment of silence, the co-worker replied, “For years I have hoped that you would talk to me about my soul.  I very much would like to know how to become a Christian.”  

You might be surprised to find the same to be true in your own experience.  If only you would allow the Holy Spirit to witness through you.  God says in Romans 8:16, The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God.  If we do not speak for Christ, how can we expect the Holy Spirit to bear witness?  Think of those whom you have been neglecting – of your own loved ones and friends who need Christ.  Do you want to go to Heaven while they go to hell?  Maybe you pray for them.  That’s commendable.  You should.  This is your obligation as a Christian.  But it is also imperative that you share the truth of the gospel with them that they might have a chance to be saved.  Ask God to put compassion within your heart.  Pray that He might free you from your selfishness and pride, with a sincere desire to do His will.  You may rest assured that it is His will that you share the good news with those who need Christ.  There are thousands of churches all across our land.  Many of them are bustling with activity, but regrettably most of them are simply playing church while all around them are neglected masses who need to hear of the unsearchable riches of Jesus Christ.

I had a Sunday school superintendent tell me of an experience one of his Sunday school teachers had.  The teacher had been in the habit of sending absentee cards to the young girls of her class whenever they were absent.  Week after week she sent a card to one of the littler girls for several months.  Since there was no response, she decided to call at the home.  How shocked she was (when inquiring about the little girl) to be told by her mother that she died a month before.  This teacher doesn’t use absentee cards any more.  When a child is absent, she makes a personal call at the home.  
This is the way it should be.  We should be concerned.  Why was it that God used the apostle Paul so greatly?  It was because of his great concern.  Look at the 9th chapter of Romans (vv 1-3), I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, That I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart.  For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh.  The words “sorrow in my heart” are, literally, “my heart is breaking.”  What a burden he had to reach his own people for Jesus Christ.  He was willing to go so far as to say, “God, I am willing to give up my own salvation if only You will save the Jews.”  This is real love.  This is what we who call ourselves Christians need to pray for.  We need a sincere concern for people that will motivate us to sacrifice and to give of our time to do all that we possibly can to tell the unsaved about Jesus Christ.  We need to show them the only way of salvation as it is outlined in the Scriptures: through the Son of God.
Maybe you are an unsaved person listening to this broadcast.  I urge you at this moment to make your decision for Christ.  Invite Him to come into your life and save you.  He will respond to your prayer immediately, and save you for eternity.  

Dear God, I pray for those of us who know Christ.  Give us a concern, I ask, a concern for the lost.  May we share the spiritual abundance You have showered upon us.  And for those who need a new birth experience, grant that they may turn to Your Son in humble repentance, and claim Him as Lord of all.  For I ask in His Name.  Amen.
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