(Tape No. 364)

The Preacher with a Message

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
There are some preachers who simply preach, but there are others who say something.  Does your preacher really get to you when you hear him?  In fact, he blesses your heart so that you can hardly wait until the next service?  Well I hope this is the case.  Stay with us as we think about a good preacher.

Someone has divided preachers into three classes:  First, those one cannot listen to; second, those one can listen to; third, those one cannot help listening to.  Regrettably there are not enough who fit into the third category; we have too many who fit into the first; and a large number into the second.  It would seem, however, that a preacher should have as his objective: to be the kind of man one cannot help listening to.  Now what makes a person this kind of preacher?  Well let me offer seven suggestions.  First, he needs to believe by experience what he preaches.  This rules out many of these attractive quotes, such as, “Dr. so and so says this,” and “Professor so and so says this.”  With deep conviction and enthusiasm, the preacher can proclaim, “This is what I believe because I have found it to be true.”  This is the kind of man people cannot help listening to – someone who has been there, and with a burning heart, shares what God has done for him.  For many years Dr. Harold Laird pastored a large church in Wilmington, Delaware.  Every Sunday a Jewish man would attend and sit down front where he listened intently.  On the way out of the church, he would often say to Dr. Laird, “I enjoyed your sermon.  Although I don’t believe all you say, you do; and that’s why I like to hear you preach.”  This is real preaching, isn’t it?  It is being able to say in the words of 2 Timothy 1:12, I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.  

Secondly, the preacher should teach and preach God’s word.  The Lord has promised (in Isaiah 55:11) that His word shall not return void.  Though the preacher is to be evangelistic in every message, he must do more than preach evangelistic sermons every Sunday.  He must (in the words of 1 Peter 5:2) feed the flock of God.  He should have a variety of food to offer.  None of us like to eat the same meal every time we sit down at the table.  We prefer changes.  This is true in the preaching of the word.  Preachers must not get into a rut whereby they preach one thing all the time.  They are to proclaim the entire counsel of God – giving messages of comfort, inspiration, help, encouragement, and rebuke.  One need only study Peter’s sermon in Acts 2 (resulting in 3,000 conversions).  This message is filled with Scripture.  God uses His word.  
Thirdly, the preacher should study and prepare faithfully.  If he doesn’t have definite study hours and runs here and there all week, he will have no message on the Lord’s day.  He has a human responsibility before God to reserve certain hours each day for the study of God’s word so when he stands before his people to preach he will have something to say.   Maybe you are thinking that this isn’t necessary, for after all doesn’t the Bible say the Lord will fill his mouth?  Well, if the preacher doesn’t study, and if he doesn’t take time to prepare, you can be sure the Lord will fill his mouth with hot air.  The pastor’s study hours are the gardens where he raises his fruit for the pulpit.  No one has a right to keep habitually trampling and trespassing in this garden.  These are important hours to the preacher.  He is not an errand boy; he is God’s servant.   
Fourth, the preacher should depend on the Holy Spirit.  After all, it is not the preacher’s ability God uses especially, or even his preparation.  It is the Holy Spirit in control of the man.  Zechariah expressed this so clearly, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.  After all, the best of preachers is no more than an instrument.  God the Holy Spirit provides the spirit of conviction.  It is He who not only guides and directs in the delivery of the sermon, but opens the hearts and ears of the hearers to receive the message.
Fifth, the preacher should evidence the love of God.  Many fail at this point.  They appear always to be angry in the pulpit – bearing a grudge of some kind.  I read some years ago that in Siberia milk is delivered in blocks or chunks (rather than containers).  The weather is so cold that milk is frozen solid when it reaches the customer.  I fear that the sincere milk of the word is often delivered from the pulpit in the same manner.  Every preacher’s heart needs to be melted by the love of God before he enters the pulpit, if he is to communicate with his people.

Sixth, the preacher should have an objective every time he preaches.  I fear that some men preach simply because it is 11:00 on Sunday morning, and it is their appointed time to preach.  The man of God should enter the pulpit burdened with a message he must deliver because of the objective he has in mind.  Some men aim at nothing and as the result hit nothing.  Others go with a purpose, and through the Holy Spirit often see the desired results.  I would suppose that most men when they preach don’t really expect that anybody will be converted.  As the result, usually no one is.  

Seventh, the preacher is to exalt Jesus Christ the Son of God.  He is not in the pulpit to convince people how great a preacher he is.  He is not there to provide a display of human wisdom.  He is there to exalt the One who gave His all for us.  Jesus Christ.  The preacher is not successful when people leave the church saying, “What a wonderful preacher he is,” but rather, “How wonderful the Son of God is.”  If the preacher exalts himself, he has failed miserably.

Well, there are some other things that could be said if God’s man would be the kind of preacher that people cannot help listening to, but obviously these seven points are enough to provide some serious thinking for every minister of the gospel.  I hope you will give them some thought.  And, always, if you are a preacher, when you stand to proclaim the truth, pray these simple words:  This is my opportunity.  I stand, O God, twixt these and thee.  Grant me thy light, that I may know how best the seeds of truth to sow.  

Someone listening to this message may need the Lord.  If it is you, will you bow your head and realize that Christ died for your sins, and invite Him to come into your life?  God will meet you, dear friend, right where you are.  He will save you for eternity.  Just simply say something like this:  “Jesus, I know I am a sinner, and I am sorry for my sins; but I realize that You died for my sins, and at this very moment, I ask You to come into my life and save me.”  Christ will enter you, and He will never depart.  He will be your Savior and Lord for eternity.  Trust Him, dear friend.  Don’t waste any time without Him.  Let Christ become everything to you.
Father, we thank You and praise You for Yourself.  I pray for every preacher of the truth today, that they may be sensitive to Your leading, and receptive to Your power.  For those who are not preaching the truth, may they be turned to Your Word and brought to repentance through Jesus Christ, our Wonderful Lord.  And for some listening who need Christ, may they trust Him now and be eternally saved.  For I pray in His Name.  Amen.
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