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It’s All Under Control (Part 2)
          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Hi, listening friend, I am Allen Blair, and it is a pleasure to welcome you to Glad Tidings.  Are you troubled about something?  You may think it is hopeless.  Well, it isn’t if you know the God of all hope.  For with Him there is always a way of escape.  He never fails.

In my last message, I spoke to you about God’s providence from Ezekiel 1:15-19.  I said the wheels in verse 15 represent the providence of God.  Life is on the move.  We have ups and downs, but God is involved in every thing.  I spoke about the living creatures as being the angels of God that minister to the Lord’s people.  The angels care for us and help us.  They strengthen us by instilling thoughts in our minds that inspire and encourage us.  Of course the angels do more than this.  They protect us from harm and danger and watch over us.  These are only several faces of the work of God’s ministering spirits.

Now the prophet tells us in verse 15 that the wheels have four faces.  This we said suggests God’s concern as He looks to the north, south, east, and west – caring for His own people.  How marvelous is God’s providence!  So often it appears to be confusing from our standpoint, but never from God’s.  For example, consider Joseph.  The Lord wanted him to be the governor over all the land of Egypt.  Now how was this to be done?  Well, first of all, his brothers hated him.  Next, they threw him into a pit.  Then they sold him as slave.  He became the favorite in the eyes of his master.  The tide turned.  Next, he was tossed into a dungeon.  Do you see how confusing all of this can be?  But wait a minute.  God is not done.  Put the pieces all together.  If Joseph had not been thrown into the pit, probably, he would not have become the servant of Potiphar.  Had he not been placed in the dungeon, doubtless, he would not have interpreted the jailor’s dream.  If the king had not dreamed, Joseph would not have been called to interpret it.  There were scores of things working together for good to produce the exaltation of Joseph.  This is the way Providence works.  The events of life which we thing are so adverse are but the lesser wheels in this great piece of divine machinery which God is operating to product His blessed and holy will.  

Now I am sure you have seen a piece of machinery all torn apart at some time – with the pieces lying all over the ground.  Well, that’s the way Providence often looks to us.  But, you see, as far as God is concerned, He has all things under control; and the end result will always, I say it, “The end result will always be good.”  Understand this.  This is why the believer can rest with confidence on the truth of Romans 8:28.  We know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them that are the called according to his purpose.    All things!  
Now look at something else, in verse 16.  We are told that the appearance of the wheels and their work was like unto the colour of a beryl.  The word “beryl” is often used in Scripture to denote the ocean because it bears the greatest likeness to that deep green or blue portraying the appearance of the sea.  The ocean is never still.  Day and night it is always on the move.  The sun shines on it.  The moon and the stars light it up, and it continues to move.  Such is Providence – God’s providence.  The Lord is always at work, fulfilling His purposes.  The passengers may be sleeping, but the ocean continues its work of supporting the hull of the great ship.  As the ocean has rolled on throughout all the ages from the beginning of Creation, and as it will continue to roll, so God in His providence has cared for His people from the beginning, and He will continue to do so until the end.  After all, who is big enough to control the ocean?  Who is strong enough?  Likewise, let us not think we can change God’s providence.  He is Sovereign.  Napoleon once heard it said that man proposes and God disposes.  Napoleon declared, “I propose, but I will dispose too.”  Well, you know the rest of the story – how that Napoleon and his army were so bitterly beaten that his soldiers almost devoured one another because of hunger.  Yes, man proposes, but God disposes.  Providence, like the mighty ocean, cannot be directed by man; for it is controlled by God.  It is not in man that walketh to direct his steps, the Bible says (Jeremiah 10:23).
We have already read, in verse 17, concerning the wheels, that they went upon their four sides: and they turned not when they went.  They did not turn.  They always went straight forward; never to the right or to the left, but directly forward.  God’s providence is the same way.  How many times frail man has begun a work only to discover that he was not sufficient to continue with it.  Somewhere, before he completed his task, he had to give it up.  Maybe because of his health, or lack of money, or for some reason, he had to give it up.  God has never had to back down from His work at all.  His plan is always brought to completion.  In fact, He says of His own, He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it unto the end.  
There is a popular motto which says, “Prayer changes things.”  Well, that’s true; but one thing prayer does not do:  it does not change God.  It does not change God’s mind.  Very often, it changes us and changes others; but not God.  God cannot change.  He is the same yesterday, and today, and for ever.  In verse 18, Ezekiel writes, As for their rings, they were so high that they were dreadful; and their rings were full of eyes round about them four.  We gather from this that the Providence of God is amazing.  It is unfathomable.  Even the thought is overwhelming – that God is working all and in all.  You ask about the sins of man; the wickedness of our day; the crimes of nations; the iniquities of world leaders; the cruelty of war; the immorality; the drug addiction, “Can God be at work in all these?”  God is at work under all circumstances, fulfilling His divine plan and purpose.  Explain it all?  I cannot.  I only know that this is my Father’s world.

Some of you might conclude that some of the things I’ve said would suggest fatalism.  Be sure, that was not intended.  Fatalism says whatever is must be.  Providence, on the other hand, declares whatever God ordains must be.  The wisdom of God never ordains anything without purpose.  Everything in the world is working toward one great end.  What is it?  That Jesus Christ shall reign.  The will of God will be performed on earth even as it is in heaven.  Everything is moving toward this end:  Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.  The wheels are moving onward.  The living creatures are at work.  The four faces are watching over all.  Thus, if you are a child of God, you have nothing to fear.  If Christ is your Lord, all is well.  If Christ is not your Lord, let me say to you, dear friend, you need Him.  He wants to enter your life at this moment.  He wants you to be saved and prepared for eternity, as well as prepared to really face life right now, today.  Will you take Him into your heart and life, if you never have?  I hope you will.  Just bow your head, and say, “Jesus, I know I am a sinner.  I want to be saved.  Come into my life and save me.”  And He’ll do just that.  

Blessed Lord, how I thank You that this is Your world.  I praise You for the privilege of knowing You through Your beloved Son.  Our hearts go out to those who need You.  May they come to You today and trust in our living Christ.  In whose Name I pray.  Amen.
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