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Playing The Game

              Dr. J. Allen Blair
I heard of a man one time who became a sandwich for Christ.  He walked the streets with a board hanging in front of him which read, “I am a fool for Christ.”  Well, many people thought, “How true!”  But on the back of him hung another sign which read, “Whose fool are you?”  Either we are a fool for Christ or a fool for the devil.

The stadium was packed and the crowd had gathered to see the University of Southern California play its most important football game of the season.  On the team was All-American, Ed Smith.  A few days before the game, the mother of this star player had died.  She had followed her son’s football career with interest and delight.  She was to have occupied a box seat at the game.  Until game time, it was not known by the crowd whether Ed would play or not.   But when the team came running on the field, there he was.  A moment or two before the starting whistle, Ed walked over to the box where his mother would have sat.  It was draped in black, and on her seat there rested a large picture of her.  The big player stood before the picture a moment, and then as he turned to leave, he said, “Mother, I am playing this game for you.”  With that, he was off to add another brilliant performance to his record.  
Such respect on the part of a son for his mother is certainly commendable.  We who have truly believed on the Lord Jesus Christ are the sons of God.  And day by day as we play the game of life, we play it before Him who loved us, and gave himself for us.  It would seem that if we have really been born again, and if we recognize our position as sons of God, each morning as we call on the Lord in prayer, we should say, “Dear Lord, I am playing this game for you today.”  We do not stand before a picture, but rather before the living Christ; but not only do we stand before Him, we are indwelt by Him.  We are to please Him.  He gives the strength by His indwelling presence to fulfill his will.  
But there are many, who call themselves Christians, living for themselves; living for this world and the things that will soon pass away.  In Galatians 5:24, we read, And they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.  This is the normal experience in the Christian life, but certainly it is not the average.  For as we see many Christians, we readily recognize that they are far more interested in money than the Master; in pleasure, than prayer; in business, than the Bible; in carousing, than church.  You ask, “Have they really been born again?”  Well, we wonder.  Those I am thinking about say they are Christians.  They declare that they have believed on Christ, but one thing is sure: they are not playing the game for Christ.  The Bible calls for a separated life.  Our greatest interest in life should be that Christ should be pleased with how we live and how we talk.  If we live for Him, we shall not be afraid to have our deeds laid bare at the judgment seat.  
I wonder if your eyes are truly fixed on Christ today.  When Jesus said to Matthew, Follow me, we read that He arose, and followed him.  So many Christians are not following Christ.  They name His name, but Jesus says in Luke 6:46, Why call ye me, Lord and Lord, and do not the things which I say?  What are some of the things Christ told us to do?  Well, one of these things is read the Scriptures.  Why?  Because the Bible is a very personal book.  We can’t read it in the Spirit without hearing the voice of God.  Christ will lead us and guide us, if we will let Him do it.  He says, I will go ahead of you, and I will prepare the way, but you must follow me.  Who have you been following?  Maybe you have been following your friends.  That may be well and good, but don’t put anybody between Christ and you.  Follow Him.  Get your orders from Him.  As you seek His blessed will, He will tell you which way to go.  

Observing the pathetic mess the world is in today, you can fully understand that most of it is the result of people not following Christ.  Many professing Christians are not following Christ.  The reason the world has not yet been possessed by Christianity is that so many professors of Christianity have not yet been possessed by Christ.  There are some who say they believe, but their actions prove that they are lying.  To be a believer in Christ is to be a follower of Christ.  To be a Christian doesn’t mean that we simply accept what the Bible says about Jesus, or what a church teaches about Jesus.  The only way one can become a Christian is to receive Jesus Christ into his life.  God Himself takes up His abode in us, and then He lives His life through us as we permit Him to do it.  This is what it means to be a Christian.  How ridiculous it is for people to think that they are making themselves Christians by the things they do and the things they say.  The very word “Christian” suggests what a Christian really is:  “Christ in,” Christ in you.  Have you really met Christ?  Does your life prove that you have had a heart experience with God?  Those who know Him, those who love Him, those who have received Him, will follow Him.  To them He will be King of kings, and Lord of lords.
Once Queen Victoria said to her friend, Dean Ferrar, “Oh, how I wish that the Lord would come during my lifetime.”  “Why does your Majesty feel this very earnest desire?” asked the great preacher.  With deep emotion, she replied, “Because I should so love to lay my crown at His feet.”  Isn’t that wonderful?  You and I have this privilege right now of laying all our crowns at His feet.  All of us have crowns.  
Some have the crown of success.  We have become prosperous through God’s grace.  Lay it at the feet of Jesus.  What do I mean?  I want to be very practical about this.  Invest your money in the souls of men.  Don’t keep it for yourself.  That’s laying your crown at Jesus’ feet.  God has given some of you outstanding ability.  He has given you the ability to speak.  Use it for Him.  Be a witness for Jesus Christ.  This is laying your crown at His feet.  Hear His voice afresh, saying, Follow me. 
 Maybe you have been too busy to follow Him.  You say you are a Christian.  God says, If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above.  Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.  For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.    Are you a new creature in Christ?  Have you been born again?  If so, live for Him.  Be a testimony for Him.  Let your friends know that you’re following Him.  Don’t be ashamed of Jesus.  Let your light shine, for you are the salt of the earth.  Be a witness for Christ.  Do His will.  
Now let me ask some of you.  Have you ever had a real, living, vital experience with Jesus Christ?  If not, Christ is calling you today to come to Him.  He says, Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  You don’t find rest out in the world.  The world makes many offers, but they are just so many lies.  Satan is very clever.  The Bible says, he goeth about as a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour.  He is out to destroy your life.  Maybe he has had good success already.  You can break the bands and you can come in victory through Christ, if only you’ll bow your knee to Him, and say, “Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner; I know I need to be saved; and right now I confess the fact that I am a sinner.  I am sorry, and I claim Jesus Christ as my very own.”  Christ will enter your life.  He will guide you, and direct your steps.  You won’t be left to your own decisions.  You will have the wisdom of God.  You will have the counsel of God.  And, I tell you, there is nothing in the world like this.  We can go to God at any time and lay our burdens before Him, seek His guidance and direction, and He always answers.  And He will care for you, if you will trust in Him.  Will you do it right now?  I hope you will.
Our blessed God, I thank You for salvation.  I recall the days when I was living out in sin, but You saved me by Your grace.  You put the joy of the Lord within my heart.  Now, Father, help us to be faithful in following You in all that we do or say.  Deliver us from living for ourselves and the flesh.  Give victory through the power of the Holy Spirit.  For I ask in the Name, and for the sake of Jesus who died for us and gave himself for us.  Amen.
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