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       The Greater Value


          Dr. J. Allen Blair
There are many people who have made a living, but they have never made a life.  When it comes down to money or life, which has the greater value?  Well, I’ll let you answer for yourself, but I would like to offer a few suggestions.  So please keep listening to this fine station, and I shall be right back.

In Isaiah 56:11, God talks about the greedy dogs which can never have enough.  And then he goes on to say, and they are shepherds that cannot understand: they all look to their own way, every one for his own gain, from his quarter.  And then, in the 57th chapter, verse 17, of this same prophecy, he says, For the iniquity of his covetousness was I wroth, and smote him: I hid me, and was wroth, and he went on forwardly in the way of his heart.  Many people in our day are guilty of this same tragic error of living for “self.”  While trying to accumulate all the wealth they possibly can, they ignore the needs of others.  Hundreds of thousands in the world are money-mad.  They have accumulated enough to last for many years, but they are never satisfied – ever-reaching out for more. 

An old writer has said, “When you come to the end of your pilgrimage (as come you must, someday), and you watch the sun go down for the last time, you will think precious little of money, houses, or land.  And any honorable titles you may have picked up along your journey will seem singularly cheap.  It is possible you may not recall the great triumphs of your life.  Most likely, in those hours (those last hours), what will comfort you most and warm your heart and make you thankful will be the memories of the little kindnesses you have done and had done to you, the gentle words spoken, the burdens shouldered for others, the friendly bits of conversation along the way.” 

Well, how true this is.  There are untold numbers thinking only of money today.  But the day will come when they will approach death’s door.  At that time, money will be the object of least interest.  With this in mind, isn’t it worthwhile that we stop and consider where the real values of life really are?  It is sad to see vast multitudes selling out their souls; attempting to acquire wealth from earthly substances, only to leave it as did the rich farmer of whom our Lord told us.  Do you realize that God says the things which are seen are temporal, but the things that are not seen are eternal?  The Old Testament saints desired a better country, that is, an heavenly country: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city.  The heavenly things are not only infinitely superior to those of earth, but are also enduring! Thus I call you to the realization of setting your affection on things above, not on things of the earth.  Realize that you were created to be an eternal being.  It is not a case of here today and gone tomorrow.  You will live for eternity but the question is, where?  Will you be with God?  Will you live and reign with Him as a child of God, as one who has trusted in the Son of God, Jesus Christ?  

All the money in the world could never buy eternity with God.  In the gospel of Mark, we read in 8:36, For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?  Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?  You see, many people interpret success in the light of the money they have made.  What a foolish mistake.  During the early part of the last century, a real estate man made a special offer to a Sunday school worker in Illinois.  “Come with me,” he said, “and we can make a fortune together.”   This invitation had a special attraction for Stephen Paxton, for his entire life had been a constant struggle against poverty.  Even then, his wife and small daughter were living with him in a bare covered wagon which they called “home.”  Yet God had placed upon Paxton’s heart the great need for Sunday schools in the thinly populated areas of our country.  Friends and relatives considered him a foolish, religious fanatic when he turned down a business offer and dedicated his life anew to the organizing of Sunday schools in desolate, rural areas.  Many years passed.  One day he met the man who had made him the business offer.  Somewhat in derision, the man said, “You wouldn’t come with me.  Now I am worth thousands of dollars, and you are still living in a bare covered wagon.”  Paxton replied, “But you do not know the extent of my real wealth.  Only recently I studied my record and found that more than fifty thousand people are enrolled in Sunday schools that I have organized.”

Who could compare thousands of dollars with fifty thousand people that are being trained in the truths of the word of God?  No, money doesn’t always mean success.  Sometimes it means failure.  How many there are who were far better off when they lived on the other side of the tracks (when they didn’t have all the things they wanted)!  But they got things, and they got money, and God was forgotten.  Since becoming affluent, they have little time for Him who has been ever gracious to them.
God says in Matthew 6:19-21, Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:  For where our treasure is, there will your heart be also.  Where is your treasure today?  In the bank or in business?  Is it in stocks and bonds?  Or are you investing in God and eternity?  

It was the master missionary, Livingstone, who once said, “I will place no value upon anything I possess, save in its relationship to the kingdom of God.”  What a worthwhile statement.  Indeed, this is something all of us would do well to consider.  As we think of Livingstone the missionary, however, have you ever heard of his brother John?  John died one of the riches men in Ontario, Canada.  The two boys grew up together in a simple, Scottish home; and both were under the same instruction.  The time came when both boys made decisions affecting their whole lives.  John decided to make money.  David decided to forsake all and follow Christ.  John lived in luxury and died in wealth.  David died in a miserable hut in Africa.  When John died, a brief note was put in the newspapers telling that he was the brother of David Livingstone, the well-known missionary to Africa.  One of these men lived for souls; the other for wealth.  It seems odd that the two boys in the same family should have opposite interests, and yet this is all too common.  Of the two, it is not difficult to realize which is the wealthier today.  I am sure David Livingstone heard the words when he entered glory above, Well done, thou good and faithful servant.  I hope you will hear those words as well.  
If you have never come to Jesus Christ, and received Him as your Savior and Lord, I urge you to do it right now and get things settled for eternity.

Father, I thank You for the true riches – the spiritual blessings – that are ours through Christ.  May all listening enjoy them through Him.  For I ask in His blessed Name.  Amen.
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