(Tape No. 366)

      Is Jesus The Savior?

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
The question is often asked, How does one know Christ is the Son of God, the Savior of all who put their faith and trust in Him?   Well, there are several ways.  One is by fulfilled prophecy.  I want to consider one of the great Old Testament chapters about Christ, written hundreds of years before His birth.  So please stay with us.

In the 42nd chapter of the prophecy of Isaiah, we have a wonderful picture of Christ given some 700 years before He was born into this world.  How accurate the Scriptures are!  How anyone can doubt the Bible as the word of God I cannot understand; for when you study passages like this one, where the evidence is so clear and convincing, it is obvious that the only reason for unbelief is a will not to believe.  Let us look at the first eight verses of this 42nd chapter of Isaiah together.

In verse one we read, Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles.  Now who else could this be but Jesus Christ!  He was the servant who came into this world to obey the will of the Father.  The apostle Paul tells us in Philippians 2:7 that Christ made himself of no reputation and took upon him the form of a servant and was made in the likeness of men.  Never did Christ disobey God the Father in any sense of the word.  He prayed constantly, Not my will, but thine be done.  Because of His perfect obedience, the Father said of Him, In whom my soul delighteth.  There was never an occasion for the Father to be discouraged with His Son.
Now I am sure you will agree that there are many times when God must be displeased with us.  We, as frail humans, fail Him time and time again.  But Christ, the Son of God, the perfect Savior, always obeyed the Father implicitly because He was the Son of God.  This is why His sacrifice on the cross provided a way of salvation for everyone.  He died that we might live.  Of course, only those are saved who put their faith and trust in Him.  Christ performed His work, we are told by Isaiah, through the power of the spirit.  This is the way believers work for God, also.  It is not our energy, but the power of the Holy Spirit who indwells us.  

Furthermore the prophet tells us that Christ would bring forth judgment to the Gentiles.  Well, He continues to do this whenever the gospel is preached.  For all who believe, the judgment is placed upon Christ.  After His millennial reign on earth, however, He will be the Judge to judge all nations and all individuals who have rejected Him.  
In the next several verses in Isaiah 42, we see the quiet and gracious manner in which Christ worked on this earth.  We read:  He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street.  With mildness and tenderness, He pursued His task of drawing men unto Himself.  There is nothing of the loud display in our Lord’s life (as often seen in connection with an earthly monarch).  He was a King, but extremely humble.  (In fact we read of Him in Isaiah 53:7, He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth.)  We are told in verse three of this same chapter that A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto truth.  Now the reed was used for many things in Biblical days:  a measuring rod, a pen, and sometimes a thick one was used as a walking stick.  A bruised reed had no value.  It was discarded.  The lost and dying sinners without Christ are as bruised reeds, but they have value to Christ.  He was bruised for our iniquities, that the bruised reeds of lost humanity might find salvation through Him.  He saves all who come to Him and trust in Him.  The smoking flax is, literally, a lamp wick made of flax.  This typifies the believer who is weak (unable to give forth much light).  We are told that Christ will not put the light out.  He will bring forth judgment unto truth: judging our sins, perhaps chastening us, so that we will bring forth more light, and as a result, more fruit.  

Isaiah continues, He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judgment in the earth: and the isles shall wait for his law.  Christ suffered every type of organized opposition, but at no time did He flinch, nor did He allow Himself to become discouraged.  To be sure, He did not fail.  But someone asks, “Did not His enemies put Him on the cross?  Was this not failure?”  Oh no!  This was victory.  Christ permitted His enemies to put Him on the cross.  They could have done nothing to Him without His permission.  But the cross is not defeat.  If there were no cross, there would be no salvation for any of us.  He said in John 12:32, And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.  He was lifted up from the earth on the cross.  Thus God provided a way of salvation for every one so That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.   Christ is not through.   Verse four of Isaiah 42 says that He will set judgment in the earth.  He is coming back to rule and reign in the world.  And someday every knew will bow, and confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.
Now, in the first four verses of this chapter of Isaiah, God the Father speaks about Christ the Savior.  Beginning with verse five, He speaks to Christ the Savior.  Let me read verses 5-6.  Thus saith God the LORD, he that created the heavens, and stretched them out: he that spread forth thte earth, and that which cometh out of it; he that giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein; I the LORD have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles.  The Father hath called the Son in righteousness – literally, “for a righteous purpose.”  And what is this purpose?  To redeem lost humans from their sin.  Christ was not sent to be a teacher, an example, or anything else.  He was sent to be the Savior.  We read in 1 Timothy 2:5-6, For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus who gave himself a ransom for all to be testified in due time.  He came as a light of the Gentiles.  “Gentiles,” here, is really “heathen.”  Anyone without God is classified as a heathen.  

Further, in verse seven, we are told that the Savior was to come To open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house.  Men and women without Christ are blind.  They need spiritual light.  They are as prisoners, shut up in their cell of sin.  They need deliverance.  This is why Christ came.  Have you been delivered?  Have your blind eyes been opened so that you can say, “Once I was blind, but now I see”?  Oh, friend, consider this marvelous prophecy which we’ve seen in Isaiah 42, portraying Christ the Son of God.  If you have never received this wonderful Christ into your life, I beseech you to do so right now.

Father God, I thank You that You have given us this portrait of Christ long before He came into the world.  There is no question about it.  He is truly the Savior for all who trust in Him.  I pray that those who need Christ will call upon Him today for salvation.  For I ask in His Wonderful Name.  Amen.
Glad Tidings, PO Box 18824, Charlotte, NC 28218-0824

