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Facing Reality


          Dr. J. Allen Blair
I need not tell you there are many people who live in a fantasy world, especially when it comes to a relationship with God.  Rarely are they interested in the facts.  It is pretty much “what I think,” rather than what God says.  With the examples of two individuals, we shall think about this today.

I would like to direct your attention to Luke 18, where Jesus related a parable about two men: one a Pharisee, and the other a publican.  In verse nine, He tells us why He spoke this parable.  It was to open the eyes of those who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others.  Now both of the men spoken of here went up to the temple to pray.  Our Lord tells us that The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.  I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.  
Now this seems to be a very unusual prayer, doesn’t it?  It appears to be a man boasting, rather than praying.  Obviously if he thought he was praying, such selfish thoughts did not get through to God; for we are told that the man stood and prayed thus with himself.  With such a prayer and such an attitude, one almost wonders why the man even went to the temple.  It would appear that he did not go because he felt that worship could do something for him.  Being extremely proud and self-righteous, he though he could better advance his own interests.  Since he spoke so well of himself, he longed to hear other people speak of him in the same way.  This man had a dose of pride with a capital “P.”  He was all wrapped up in himself.  He thought he was religious, but there was no reality as far as his life was concerned.  You will note from his prayer that this man thought he was better than everybody else.  That’s a terrible attitude for anyone to have.  Even if a person thought it, he shouldn’t talk about it and tell God how wonderful he is.  
The Pharisee even named a particular person in his prayer.  He said he was better than the publican of whom Jesus spoke.  For anyone to feel that he is better than every one else evidences the fact that one has a severe problem.  Actually he is sick.  He is deluded and has a psychological problem.  For one to think he is right and everybody else is wrong develops a personality that will become extremely critical.  Unfortunately, the Pharisee wasn’t the only man with this problem.  We find people like this in our day.  And, even worse, some of them are even in our churches.  They have driven pastors to premature graves.  They have split congregations and brought sorrow into hundreds of lives.  

Notice how many times the Pharisee uses the personal pronoun “I.”  He says, “God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.  I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.”  In his own experience he was always the main topic of conversation.  Do you know what the Bible says about this?  Let me read Proverbs 27:2, Let another man praise thee, and not thine own mouth; a stranger, and not thine own lips.  I guess this man never saw that verse.  His biggest problem was that he had no sense of his personal need before God.  Not only was he self-righteous, but he was self-sufficient.  
He was like those we read about in Revelation 3:17, who said, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing.  But in that same verse, God told those people, Knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked?  This man had a sinful heart, and like anybody else he needed God’s forgiveness and grace; but he was too proud to recognize his need.  Sooner or later, however, a man like this comes to the end of himself and he finds that a person’s self-righteousness can only take him so far.  And then he must meet God.  Without Jesus Christ, he is lost forever and there is absolutely no hope.
But in the remaining minutes, let’s think about the other man: the publican.  Christ said, And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.  There is no bragging here.  There is no unwarranted display of pride.  Here is reality in the true sense of the word.  This man sees himself as God sees all of us:  a sinner in need of forgiveness.  The publican came to God with a deep-felt heart need.  We can be sure, when a person comes to the Lord in this frame of mind, God will hear him.  It was true of this publican as it is of all others who come to Christ in humble submission.  The Lord Jesus said, in verse 14 of this 18th chapter of Luke, as He summarizes this parable, I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other.  God did not hear the arrogant, hypocritical Pharisee; but He did hear the humble, submissive publican.  The Bible says the publican was standing afar off.  He was not afar off for long.  For as soon as he prayed he was brought nigh to God.  The same is true in our day.  

We read in Ephesians 2:13, But now, in Christ Jesus, ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Jesus Christ.  No one approaches God by his goodness – for human goodness is not enough to satisfy an all-righteous God.  It is through the perfections of Christ who died for our sins and rose again that we are cleansed and forgiven and made ready for Heaven.  

Maybe you have a good estimation of yourself.  You have thought you did not need God.  You do need Him, dear friend, and the day will come (if it hasn’t already) when you will know that you need Him.  Don’t wait until then (it may be too late).  That’s why I urge you to come to Christ now.  

It may be, also, that you are a religious person.  If we were privileged to converse together, you might be quick to tell me what you believe.  I would ask, Is Christ at the top of the list?  Have you received Him as your Savior and Lord?  If not, all the religion in the world would do little good; for it is not by religion that we are saved, but through Jesus Christ God’s Son.  If you have never trusted Him as your Redeemer and Lord, I urge you to do so right now.  For I assure you that He loves you, and He wants you to come to Himself.  Now the decision rests with you.  I hope you will come to Him as we bow our heads in prayer.

Our Father and our God, how I praise You for Your grace.  We are so unworthy of all the blessings we receive through Your mercy.  And at this moment my heart goes out, Father, to many, many thousands who need You.  God, through the power of the Holy Spirit, draw them to Yourself.  Move upon them to the end that they will turn to Christ for eternal salvation.  I ask this in His blessed Name.  Amen.
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