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        It Is No Delusion


          Dr. J. Allen Blair
For many people, the word sin is something to laugh at or joke about, but really this is no laughing matter.  Every one must face up to his own sin and do something about it.  Hello, listening friend, stay with us for more.  This is your host, Allen Blair, with Glad Tidings, coming to you from Charlotte, North Carolina.

A man walked from San Francisco to New York.  In recounting his experiences, he said, “The hardest part of the journey was not the climbing of the Rockies – high, hard, and cold though they were.  It was not the long, hot trudge over the desert, nor the crossing of the swollen streams and rivers.  The thing that almost defeated him was the sand in his shoes.”  Now some people think because they have never been in jail, because they have never murdered anyone, or committed robbery (or, as they say, they have never done anything really bad), they are alright.  Well, if I am talking to someone who feels this way, let me remind you that if you will consider carefully, you will realize that there is sin in your life.  Maybe you are like the fellow who walked from San Francisco to New York.  It was not the big things that discomfited him, but just the sand in his shoes.

You don’t have to be a “big” sinner (so to speak) to be a sinner.  Just one sin in a whole lifetime is enough to make you a sinner.  The Bible says, If any one offend in just one point, he is guilty of all.  Now how many sins do you think you’ve committed since you were born?  Well, let’s just suppose you’ve committed one sin a day.  Multiply that by the number of days you’ve lived.  You say, “Well, I haven’t committed all those sins.”  Alright, let’s cut it in half.  Let’s even divide the half into quarters.  There is still plenty left, aren’t there? 

Now the question is, what are you going to do with those sins?  You say you’ve done many good things.  How many good things will it take to cancel out all the sins you’ve committed.  You ask, “Well, what’s the difference anyway?”  Well, the difference is, friend, that someday you must face an all-righteous God.  If your sins are not forgiven by Him, the Bible says you will be turned into hell.  But you reply, “I don’t believe that stuff.”  Maybe not, but that doesn’t change it.  God’s word still stands whether we believe it or not.  

Most people don’t believe the Bible because they haven’t read the Bible.  Now I wouldn’t want to be guilty of criticizing I never investigated.  If you don’t believe what I am saying, get yourself a copy of the Bible and read it for yourself.  Somebody gave me a copy of the New Testament with the request that I read a chapter a day.  I thought it was a waste of time, but it didn’t take me very long to find out that I was wrong and the Bible was right.  And I came face to face with the fact that I was a sinner and needed to be saved.  Thank God I found that the Bible gave me the answer: that salvation is through Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  And even though I was a sinner, God loved me, and He was willing to save me.  

Now the important part of what I want to tell you is that God loves you, and He wants to work in your life.  He is willing to save you just as He saved me and many millions of other people.  He wants to forgive you for every sin you have ever committed throughout your entire lifetime.  

Now we read in John 3:16 that God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  Say, that’s a marvelous truth, isn’t it?  God sent His Son – His only begotten Son – Jesus Christ, to die on the cross for every sin you ever committed.  And the very moment you invite Jesus Christ to come into your life, God forgives you of all your sin.  
Now, if sin is not what God said it is in the Bible, then He robbed Heaven of its greatest glory in allowing His Son Jesus Christ to die the ignominious death of the cross.  But, you see, sin is what God says it is.  It’s a horrible thing.  It has wrecked lives.  It has destroyed homes.  It has ruined nations.  It has wrought havoc through the world.  Maybe it has just about ruined you.  Few people realize it, but suddenly sin catches up with us.  We go along, drifting through life, ignoring God and the claims of His word; but sooner or later we find that sin makes its mark upon us.  God says in Galatians 6:7-8, Be not deceived;  God is not mocked (that means, “God is never fooled”): for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.  For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption.
One of the popular news magazines reported an account of a California snake-tamer.  Of all her snakes, 64-year old Grace Wiley loved the cobras best.  They were the most intelligent (she thought) and the most easily tamed.  “It is just that people are afraid to tame them,” she said.  But Grace Wiley had never been afraid.  She handled her reptiles patiently and lovingly.  She had about a hundred of them in her home in Cypress, California:  King and Queen (the cobras), Roxie (the nine-foot python), Perky (the water moccasin), and so on.  She readily agreed to pose for pictures with her newest pet, the five-foot cobra she had received from India.  To get it into position for the picture, she patted its head, stroked its back, and quietly coaxed it to extend its hood.  As the cobra’s head began to bob back and forth, Mrs. Wiley felt that it was not responding well.  “It’s getting nervous,” she said, “I had better put it away.”  As she reached for it, the cobra struck.  For a full 30 seconds she struggled to get the needle-sharp fangs out of her middle finger, pressing with all her strength against the cobra’s locked jaws.  When she had torn the snake loose, she carefully returned it to its cage.  Then she calmly instructed the photographer to apply tourniquets to her wrist and elbow.  She then told him where to find stimulants and needles – but the needles were rusty, and the vials broke in the photographer’s hand.  “Please take me to the hospital at once!” she requested, “This is serious.”  All the medical help and serums at the Long Beach Municipal Hospital were of no avail to save the life of this woman.  Her throat muscles contracted and paralysis crept through her chest.  Exactly one hour and 40 minutes after she had been bitten, her body suddenly stiffened, and she lay dead on her hospital bed. 

How like sin this is, dear friend.  Someone has said, “We play around with sin, and then sin plays around with us.”  The testimony of countless world-lings, carnal Christians, and backsliders bears out the truth of this statement.  Sin excused – played with – sinks its deadly fangs into the very soul.  The sting of death is sin.  Oh, doubtless, God has been merciful to you for a long time, patiently waiting for you to turn to Him.  Will you do it now, while the privilege is yours?  God loves you and wants to help you.  Let Him do it.  Let Him work in your life.  Bow your head and ask Jesus Christ to come into your life.  If you invite Him in, He will enter to stay.  Do it now.  And then write and tell us of your decision so we can send you some free literature.

Our Father and our God, we pray that You’ll work in hearts today.  Draw some to Yourself, and may they trust Jesus as Savior and Lord.  For I pray in His blessed Name.  Amen.
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