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     The Life That Counts

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Are people attracted to Christ because your life is such a convincing testimony for Christ, or does it work the other way?  Are people turned off because of the inconsistencies they see in you?

Many years ago, a young fellow by the name of Ray applied for an appointment as a foreign missionary.  When he reached the field, he found it difficult to master the language.  But though the natives could not understand his talk, they could understand his walk.  One day, when one of the teachers asked, “What is it to be a Christian?” someone pointed to where this young man sat, and replied, “It is to live as Mr. Ray lives.”  Although they could not read the gospel from the Scriptures, everyone there could read the gospel from Mr. Ray’s life.  
This reminds me of 2 Corinthians 3:3, Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart.  Of course the Bible is important, and it ought to have a place in every believer’s life because Christ is revealed in the Bible; but Christ should also be revealed in the life of every believer.  In many cases the people of the world are not reading the Bible, but they are looking at you and me to see whether our talk matches our walk.  If it does, there is no better argument for the value of Christianity.  The outliving of the in-living Christ is a powerful factor in proving to the world that the gospel really works.

One time I was asked to call on a gentleman in the hospital whom I did not know.  I had been told that he was the owner of a large business concern.  In the course of my conversation with him, I learned that a certain Christian man worked in his company.  Now I knew the Christian well, and had always admired his consistent Christian example.  So I said to this employer, ‘Your workman by the name of [so and so] is a wonderful man.”  His reply was, “That is certainly true – one of the best in the company.”  And then he added, “If all Christians would practice what they preach like he does, it would be a lot better for every one.”  What greater testimony to a man’s life could be given than this!  
As we study the Gospels, one thing we notice about Christ was that He always trained His disciples by His example.  He taught prayer; He preached prayer, but behind His teaching and preaching was His practice of prayer.  The most effective teacher is the one who lives his teaching.  Christ never failed to do this.  And if you and I are to bear any impact on an unsaved world, it must come not only through what we say, but what we do.  A Christian ought to be saved and know it, but he also needs to be saved and show it.  What did Jesus say in Matthew 7:20?  By their fruits ye shall know them.  Know who?  True believers.  You don’t detect them by their loud talk for God, but by their consistent walk with God.  
In 1 Peter 2:9, we read, But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.  These words “peculiar people” have often been misunderstood.  Some seem to think that one has to be an oddball to be a Christian.  But the word “peculiar,” as used here, does not mean “singular or strange.”  Actually it has to do with “abundance.”  It isn’t that a Christian is a misfit in the world.  He overflows with an abundance that the unsaved know nothing about.  As a child of God in Christ, he is abundantly blessed and is a special object of God’s love.  Because of this Peter says we should be showing forth the benefits of this abundance to everyone around, while convincing them that God has transplanted us from darkness into His marvelous light.  Jesus said in John 10:10, I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.  Here it is -- the same thing: the abundant life filled with God’s blessing.  This is our inheritance in Christ – not to be kept to ourselves, but to be shown to those of our loved ones, neighbors and friends, that they too shall desire this wonderful Christ who has changed our lives.  

Now if one does not evidence a change of life, and he says he is a Christian, his salvation is doubtful because the Bible makes it clear in 2 Corinthians 5:17, that if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.  This word “new” speaks of a transformation.  It does not mean “perfect.”  It means, however, that the believer has a new master in his life.  The new born believer should no longer choose the things that dishonor God, but he should seek to please Christ in every thing.  Paul put it this way in Colossians 3:1-3, If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above.  Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.  For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.  
Until one is truly born again, this will not be his desire.  He will choose the baser things of life because he will be motivated by the flesh.  You see, the flesh loves sin; but after one is born into the family of God, his choices should be different.  They should be God-honoring, rather than Satan-pleasing.  As a result of all this, the unsaved around us will become aware that something wonderful has happened within us.  
I recall hearing of a man who was walking down a street one time and saw a crowd on the sidewalk looking into a store.  As he got closer, he discovered it was an auction sale.  He joined the crowd, and as he watched he noticed that the auctioneer was holding up a beautiful picture so that everyone could see it.  The auctioneer pointed to one part of the picture, and then to another, as he spoke of the beauties that were not readily noticed by a quick glance.  The more he spoke, the more obvious was the worth of this beautiful painting.  Later the observer said, “The whole time I was there I never saw the auctioneer, but only the picture he was showing.  As the beauties of the picture were stressed, the speaker became less and less important.”  Well, that’s the way it is when one is mastered by Christ.  Those around us see Him, not us.  
It is like John the Baptist said, He must increase, but I must decrease.  That’s the way it works when one’s life is given over to the Lordship of Christ.  Let me ask you today, who is the master of your life?  Do people see inconsistencies when they see you, or are they convinced of the reality of Christ because of the transformation He has affected in you?  The secret of it all is permitting Christ to be in control.  Either you are running your life, or He is.  He can do a far better job than you can.  

Maybe you are dissatisfied with yourself and your Christian testimony.  This is a good beginning for a life of victory.  For as long as we are pleased with ourselves, there is no possible advancement.  But if you are dissatisfied, I urge you to bow before the living Christ, and say something like this, “Lord, I have failed many, many times; and I realize that my life is far from the Standard, but I ask You to take complete charge of me so those around will see You and not me.”  God will do this for you.  
If you are unsaved, I invite you to receive Christ, as you allow God to produce His best in and through you.  He will do that right now if you will invite Him into your life.  Do it, friend, as we pray together.

Father, do something in us, I ask.  We need You and all You have for us.  Let Jesus Christ reign, as we turn the controls over to Him.  Undertake for those who are in weakness.  Make them strong, Lord.  And for listeners who need to be born again, give them the courage to act now, before it is too late.  I pray this for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.
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