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Good News for Everyone

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Life gets awfully uncertain at times.  Disappointments and losses are the lot of everyone. We cannot avoid these things.  But when one has an enduring faith, the burden is lightened and the victory is certain.

In 1 Corinthians 16:22 we read, If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maranatha.  For our meditation I am primarily interested in this word “Maranatha.”  It means, “The Lord cometh.”  In the early church, it was used as a word of greeting when believers met each other.  They were heard to say, “Maranatha!”  When they departed, it was the same: “Maranatha!”  They desired to keep before their thinking the great fact of our Lord’s return.
The use of the word “Maranatha” was an expression of faith in the absolute assurance of the return of Jesus Christ to earth.  The heart of God is always made glad when faith is expressed by His people.  In fact we read in Hebrews 11:6, Without faith it is impossible to please him.  Thus we who love Christ (though surrounded by world-shaking events) can put faith in Him who declared, If I go, I will come again.
“Maranatha” is also an expression of hope.  In Titus 2:13 Paul wrote, Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Praise God, as believers we are not looking for death.  We may die (that is true), but we are looking for the Lord to return – the blessed hope that has always been the hope of the church throughout all ages.  When He returns, His people will be caught up in the air to meet Him.  Christians of every age have had this wonderful hope in their hearts.  Those of the early church looked forward to Christ’s soon return.  We of the present day church do the same.  No man knows the hour.  Thus we can constantly wait and watch.  We know He will come back, for He said that He would.

God has given us many signs which are more obvious today than ever before.  These signs tell us that the return of the Lord is very soon.  Anyone with any faith in the Lord at all cannot ignore the conclusive signs that are on every hand telling us that Christ is coming.  Men’s hearts are filled with fear and perplexity.  There is a falling away among those who at one time named the name of Christ.  Worldliness in our churches and unconcern for souls, changing events in the political world, movements among the Jews: all these seem to cry aloud, “Maranatha!  The Lord is coming!”  
Further, the use of the word “Maranatha” is an expression of love.  God expects not only our faith but our love.  Do you recall the incident when Peter was restored to fellowship with God?  Our Lord did not ask him “Do you love to serve me, Peter?  Do you love to preach for me?”  The heart stirring question was, Do you love me?   This is the key to everything else in the Christian’s service for the Lord.  And if we truly love Christ, we shall love His appearing.  Paul said in 2 Timothy 4:8, Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.  Do you love the appearing of Christ?  And are you living and working in the light of His soon return?  Or have you become so engrossed in the things of this world that you have forgotten to Watch, and wait, as you were told to do by our living Lord?  Let us be done with lesser things – those things that will soon pass away when time shall be no more.  Invest your talents and money in the reaching of needy souls with the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Soon it will be too late to do any more.  Christ will come.  What we do, we must do quickly.  Do not be deceived by the evil one.  Maranatha!  The Lord is coming!
But also, “Maranatha” is an expression of joy.  In Philippians 4:4 we read, Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice.  Did you ever stop to realize that this is a command?  It is not a case of rejoicing if you feel like rejoicing, or if you can.  No.  God says, Rejoice in the Lord.   This is not difficult when our hearts are right with Him.  But be assured, those who rejoice in the Lord will rejoice in His return.  In fact, it is the blessed hope God has given that enables us to rejoice.  We rejoice because when He comes there will be no more tears or disappointments, no more heartaches or body pains.  These frail bodies will be made like unto His own glorious body.  When we shall see Him, we shall see him as he is and we shall be like him.  
Finally, “Maranatha” is an expression of concern for others.  When you use this word “Maranatha,” you are reminding yourself that souls lost in sin must be won to Jesus Christ now.  They must be made ready to meet the Lord when He comes.  “Maranatha,” is an admonition to every believing heart to pray, work and give to the end that souls will be saved.  Millions in the world need to hear the gospel.  Great hosts of God’s people are living for themselves.  They have no vision; no concern.  Are they really expecting Christ to return?  Surely they are not familiar with over 300 verses in the Bible that tell us He is coming back, and that we must go into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.

Do you believe the Lord is going to return?  Then remember, you are an ambassador for Jesus Christ.  You are responsible for the souls of men and women – to tell them of Him who will soon return.  What a tragedy if He should return and your own dearest loved ones would not know Him because you failed to tell them of Christ and His redeeming love.  The Lord is coming back!  Thus let us watch, wait, and work with overflowing expectancy so that we may hear His word, Well done, thou good and faithful servant.
It could be that you are not ready to meet the Lord.  You have sin in your life and you have never done anything about your sin.  Lay it all on Christ today.  Remember: when He went to the cross, He died for your sins.  God is willing to provide deliverance, if by faith you are willing to receive Christ.  Will you trust in Him as your living Lord at this very moment?  God is ready.  How about you?  Just simply bow your head, and say, “Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner, but I realize You died for my sins, and I am sorry for my sins, and I want to be saved.  Jesus, come into my heart,” and He will enter, never to depart.

Our heavenly Father, we rejoice that we have a living Lord.  And we thank You for the blessed hope that we have that encourages us and strengthens us in these days of conflict and sorrow.  I pray, Lord, that we may never forget this glorious truth of Maranatha! The Lord is coming!  Help us, Father, to yield ourselves to the task of winning men and women to Christ as we wait on You for Your power and Your strength.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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