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How Is Your Home?

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
One need not look very far to realize that Satan is making his strongest attacks on our homes.  Christian homes are not excluded.  I wonder how things are at your house.  I hope all is well.  But should it not be, please stay with us for the next several minutes.
One time, while speaking at a Bible conference, I heard one of the other speakers say, “Our homes are either ante-rooms to Heaven or vestibules to hell.”  Well I have never forgotten this important statement.  More and more I find it to be true.  In counseling with young people who are in trouble, and in inquiring as to their home life, in most cases it is understandable why they are in trouble.  They received little or no training in the home to prepare them spiritually.  In a majority of cases, their parents provided well for their physical needs.  They were given plenty of money to spend, but their spiritual needs which were the most important of all were completely neglected.  Now I am not willing to put all young people who are in trouble in the same category because there are some of them who have come from good homes where Christ was honored.  There is no question about the blame in these cases.  These young people are rebellious and self-willed.  They have openly rejected their parent’s Savior.  But in a large majority of cases, the parents failed to provide an adequate spiritual foundation so that their children might be well-qualified to face the conflicts of life.

There can be no question about it:  one of the major problems in our country (and other countries as well) is the breakdown of the home.  As the result of this, we have a sky-rocketing divorce rate.  There is no way to disassociate the two:  the breakdown of the home, and the increased divorce rate.  Many young couples seeking divorces today were never properly trained in their homes.  Few of them had any church life, and of course no experience whatsoever with the Savior.  How can there possibly be a successful marriage when Jesus Christ is left out of the home!

Several little children were overheard discussing who was boss in their homes.  Their fathers or their mothers?  Well one boy spoke up, and said, “God is the boss in our home.”  He certainly must have been, if a young boy could notice it.  In reality, God ought to be the boss in every home.  When He is, there will be love and respect for each other.  There won’t be arguing, name-calling, and abuse of any kind.  When couples open their hearts to Jesus Christ, and know Him as Savior and Lord (and I mean really know Him, and not simply follow a little ritual of going to church on Sunday morning); when they give deference to God’s principles for a happy marriage as found in Ephesians 5, that marriage will stay together.  God says three things especially to wives and husbands in Ephesians the 5th chapter.  In verse 21 He says, Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.  There is no such thing as a successful marriage without submission to each other.  If one is egotistical and proud, selfish and unconcerned; who refuses to say, “I am sorry,” when he is wrong, I wonder if such a marriage could ever work.  Neither the husband nor the wife should be boss in a home.  Ephesians 5:21 says that we are to submit . . . in the fear of God  (that means with wholehearted respect to Him, having trusted in His Son Jesus Christ for salvation).
Next Paul addresses the wives, saying in verses 22-24, Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.  For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the savior of the body.  Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.  Here is this word “submit” again.  Wives are to submit themselves unto their husbands in the same manner in which we are to submit to Jesus Christ.  The reason given here is that the husband is the head of the wife.  Now, again, this does not mean that he is the boss – that he runs everything.  There is no suggestion in this or in any other passage of Scripture that what he says is always the final word.  Actually, the husband is the spiritual head of the home.  God has placed upon him the responsibility to lead the home forward in the things of the Lord.  He is the high priest of the home.  It is his obligation to pray with each member of the home; to teach the children the truth of God.  

Next Paul says, in the 25th verse, Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it.  This kind of love knows no limits.  In spite of what the wife is or does, the believing husband should love her.  This does not exclude the right to sit down and discuss things; to share each others weaknesses – this should be done, but never with ranting, raving, or screaming.  The voice should always be kept low.  Let there be love, even in the tone of the voice.  Husbands are to love their wives even as Christ loves the church.  I tell you, dear friends, if we were to follow these three principles in our homes, there would be no need in the world for divorce courts.  Submission on the part of both parties, and the love of God in our hearts: with this combination we are in a position to rear our children in a manner that will truly glorify God.  With an adequate home life, our teenagers won’t get into the trouble that many are in today.  The best way I know of to fight crime and abolish violence is to establish homes where Jesus Christ is truly honored and exalted.  Simply making more laws and regulations isn’t enough.  Building larger penal institutions won’t solve the problems.  It must be Jesus Christ in our hearts and in our homes.
Well what is the situation in your home?  Or maybe I should ask, What is the situation in your heart?  Do you really know Jesus Christ as your own?  If you haven’t taken Him into your life, and allowed Him to rule and reign, I doubt that you have discovered what real living is.  I challenge you to find out.  Right now, invite Christ to come into your life.  Just simply pray, “Jesus, I know I am a sinner, but I want to be saved.  I am sorry for my sins.  I receive You as my Lord.”  Christ will enter, never to depart.  Then write to us so we can send you some literature.  We also have a free Bible course for new Christians.  We’ll see that you get that if you write and tell us you made your decision for Jesus Christ.  And, of course, after you make this decision, the first thing you ought to do is to get into God’s word.  Begin to read the word daily, faithfully.  And have time in your home for family devotions.  Bring the family together.  Read the word of God in their presence.  Spend time praying together.  These things are so necessary if we are to face Satan and have homes that are strongholds for God.  I pray that the Holy Spirit will work in your life, and that God will lead you to be a true leader in your home – that Christ might be honored and magnified.  Let’s look to God in prayer.

Father God, I pray for the deplorable conditions of our homes today.  May we see parents and young people turning to Christ, that our homes may be salvaged from despair.  For we ask in the name of Him who died for us and rose again from the grave, even Jesus Christ our Lord who gave his all for each of us.  Have your way, God, I pray, for the glory of Jesus.  Amen.
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