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The Holiness of God

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Holiness is something that means different things to different people.  That of greatest importance, however, is what God has to say about it in His word.  Please take several minutes with us as we look into the Scriptures for the true meaning of holiness.

It is difficult to think of any one attribute of God that excels the others, but if I were to choose one, I would name His holiness as being the greatest.  We sing, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty,” but few of us know about this holiness by way of a personal experience.  Holiness is not easy to define.  Indeed, it is not noisy, unrestrained emotionalism.  On the other hand, it is not the impersonal liturgy of a cathedral ceremony.  Holiness is absence from sin and defilement.  More than that, it is positive goodness, purity, and righteousness.  That which is separated from sin is holy.  What is not separated from sin is unholy.

Realize, however, that true holiness does not necessarily separate itself from sinners.  A holy person will be concerned that others come in contact with the holiness of God.   This may never be accomplished by withdrawing from those who need the Lord.  There are many pictures given in the Bible of God’s holiness.  For example, Isaiah the prophet was given a vision of God.  The heavenly creatures, realizing God’s holiness, covered their faces and their feet before His presence.  Isaiah’s reaction to what he saw was, Woe is me!  for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips.  The apostle John’s attitude is similar to that of the Old Testament prophet.  When John saw the risen Christ, he fell at his feet as dead, realizing his own unworthiness in the presence of the all-perfect One.  

As we think of the holiness of God, it should prompt our thoughts to consider our own unworthiness.  Recognizing our own unworthiness, we should by faith reach out for God’s holiness.  Each believer in Christ is obligated to become a participant of God’s holiness.  The Bride of Christ is to be without spot and blemish, holy, as God is holy.  Does it seem to you that this is impossible?  It is obvious that many Christians think so because of the low, earthly plane upon which they live.

There are some Christians who are in the clouds one day, but in the depths of the valley the next – relative to their own personal holiness.  The problem is that although they trust Christ for salvation, they fail to depend upon Him for daily living.  They attempt to live the Christian life in the strength of the flesh.  One is no more able to save himself from daily sins by his own efforts than he was to obtain eternal salvation.  As he depended upon Christ for eternal life, so he must depend upon Him for daily living.  Paul made this clear in Colossians 2:6, As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him.  Positionally, we are clothed with the righteousness of Christ; experientially, we must depend on Him wholly for day-to-day holiness of life.  As salvation is obtained by receiving the righteousness of Christ as our own, so holiness of life is obtained by yielding to Christ’s control completely.  Holy living is “self on the cross and Christ on the throne.”  If self is on the throne, and Christ is on the cross, the result will be an unholy life.  Christ must be on the throne.  The apostle expressed it this way in Colossians 1:18, That in all things he might have the preeminence.  Giving Christ the right-of-way in every thought, action and deed is the only possible way to be holy as God is holy.  To produce holiness within us, we must allow the holy One to work through us.

There are many in our churches who have little or no interest in the subject of holiness.  This is understandable because holiness is never very popular.  One reason for this is that it means death to self – which few believers really want.  They desire a Christianity of convenience that will fit their own plans and motives – a Christianity that will produce happiness without sacrifice; joy without surrender; peace without commitment.  But there is no such Christianity.  There is nothing like this available for any one.  The only kind of Christianity is that which is taught in the Bible.  And this kind demands complete surrender to Jesus Christ.  This kind of commitment will result in the holiness of life enjoined throughout the Bible.

May I beg of you to give some attention to this important subject?  How quick we are to consider the outward while neglecting the inward experience with the Lord.  There can be little outward holiness if the heart is not right with God.  

At Easter time, many people spend hundreds of dollars for new and attractive clothing (whether needed or not).  They feel that they must have new Easter outfits.  What a tragedy that so much time, attention and money is spent in the adorning of the outer man, while so little concern is evidenced in caring for the inner man.  Peter writes in his epistle, Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.  You see, God places a high value on a holy life.  In Philippians 4:8, we are told to think upon things that are true, honest, just, pure, lovely, of good report, and the like.  In Romans 13:14, we are exhorted to Put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfill the lust thereof.  And in Titus 2:10, instead of adorning the outward man, God says, adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all things.  

This is not to suggest that the Christian is to be careless about his outward appearance.  Such would be a poor testimony for Christ.  The point being made is that we must not be so occupied with the outward appearance that we overlook the greater need: that of the inner man.  This seemed to be the difficulty in the church at Laodicea.  Knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked?  God says, I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear.  Consider the words of Paul the apostle to the Thessalonians.  God has not called us to uncleanness, but unto holiness.  If you are a born again believer in Jesus Christ, let Christ live through you, producing His holiness that the beauty of Christ might be seen in you. 

Now if you have never trusted in Jesus Christ for salvation, realize that you have no holiness of your own.  It is impossible to experience true holiness until you receive Jesus Christ who died and rose again for your sins.  That’s why, at this moment, I urge you to open your heart to the Son of God.  God to the Lord Jesus in prayer, and say, “Jesus, I know that I am a sinner, but I want to be saved.  I realize that You died for my sins, and I am sorry for my sins; but I right now receive you as Savior and Lord.”  Then write and tell us about your decision, and we shall send you some helpful information absolutely free.

Blessed God, do a work within our hearts today, I pray.  Some of us have habits that have been growing within us for years that are contrary to your holiness.  Give deliverance, I pray, to every sincere soul.  In the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen.
