(Tape No.367)


        The Good and Bad

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Thanks for dialing our way today.  It’s a pleasure to have you with us.  I want to consider two representative men contrasted in the Bible.  Now everyone fits into one of these two categories as represented by these two men.  So let’s see which side you are on.

I want you to think about what is often called “The Preface Psalm” which is well-known and well-loved by all of God’s people.  That’s the 1st Psalm.  It is called The Preface Psalm because in a clear sense it informs us of the content of the entire book of Psalms.  Two things are seen in the 1st Psalm which appear all through the book of Psalms.  First, God teaches us concerning the way of blessedness in following Him, and secondly, He warns us of the fate of those who refuse to follow Him in His chosen paths.  These two thoughts which are readily seen in the 1st Psalm run throughout the entire book of Psalms.

The 1st Psalm falls into a natural division of two parts.  Verses 1-3 tell of the godly man; while verses 2-6 speak of the ungodly.  Let us consider the godly man as seen in verses 1-3.  First, in verse 1, we see the negative aspect of his life.  Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.   Doubtless you have noticed already that this Psalm begins with the same word with which the Sermon on the Mount begins: Blessed.  It is really the word “happy.”  Truly the man of God is happy as he seeks to follow in the way of the Lord.  

In the negative approach, there is a gradation.  The godly man, first of all, does not walk in the counsel of the ungodly.  The word “counsel” here is really the word “advice.”  He gets help from those who know the Lord – from men and women of prayer.  He does not go to worldly people for his advice, nor does he standeth in the way of sinners.  The word “standeth” means “to partake.”  Now all sinners have a way of sin.  Some degenerate along the way of drunkenness; others, dishonesty; still others, lust.  But the godly man does not partake of these things, nor does the godly man sit in the seat of the scornful.  He does not line up with ungodly companions.  In this first verse, you also see how a person falls into sin.  First he walks in the midst of it, then he stands (he stops to observe), and finally he sits down and becomes a part of it.
But consider the positive side of the godly man.  His delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.  His “delight” or his “will” is in God’s word.  He is not under the law, but in the law.  When David wrote this, he had only five books of the Bible – the five books of Moses – but how he delighted in the law of God!  He wrote in Psalm 119:97, O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day.  The word “meditate” as used in this verse means “to chew the cud.”  As the cow chews her cud, so you and I should give time to meditate on the blessed truths of God’s word.  Further, the phrase “in his law doth he meditate day and night,” means “in God’s word he did all of his thinking.”  It is not what he wanted, but what God wanted for him (as set forth in the word of God) that really counted.  This man, God tells us in verse 3, Shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.  He is not a wild tree, but a planted tree.  This means he is chosen of God.  Every believer is a chosen person – chosen from before the foundation of the world.  He is planted by the rivers of water.  Notice the plural.  Not one river, but many rivers.  If one should run dry, there are still many, many more so that he might drink of the living water: Christ Jesus.  The godly man bringeth forth his fruit in his season.  It is interesting to note that this tree is ever-bearing.  He brings forth fruit continually.  In fact the real test of one’s inner faith is fruit-bearing.  Jesus said in Matthew 7:20, By their fruits ye shall know them.  What are the fruits?  Galatians 5:22-23 tells us that the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance, and so forth.  And He says, Against such there is no law.  Not only is this tree ever-bearing, it is evergreen.  His leaf also shall not wither.  It is always the same because it is God’s keeping power that sustains the godly man.  He shall never perish, for he has everlasting life.  We read in 1 Peter 1:5 that we are kept by the power of God.  And then look at this:  Whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.  Don’t think of this as carnal prosperity only.  This refers not only to business, but to every thing.  Whatsoever, God says.  Whatsoever he doeth.  This embodies the great truth of Romans 8:28, And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.  There can be no accidents in the believer’s life, for whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.  Now this may not be from our viewpoint.  This is God’s estimate that is being spoken about here.  Many of the things you and I have called tragedies in life have been just the opposite from God’s viewpoint.  This truth always holds good:  Whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.
But in our closing moments, let’s consider the ungodly man as seen in verses 4-6.  The ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away.  This verse begins with a double negative so that it could be translated, “Not so.  The ungodly, not so.”  In other words, the ungodly man knows nothing of the blessings of the godly as revealed in verses 1-3.  He is like the chaff which the wind driveth away.  Chaff is intrinsically worthless.  The driving away means doom and judgment.  Soon he must come to his end because of the hardening of his heart toward God.  Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.  This does not mean that he will not appear in judgment, but that he will not be able to stand up – he will not have any ground on which to stand.  He is condemned to eternal death because of his sins.  Nor will sinners stand in the congregation of the righteous.  This refers to the congregation of the righteous in Heaven.  Sinners do stand in the congregation of the righteous on earth.  Congregations in our churches have a mixture of believers and unbelievers.  Jesus spoke about the weeds and the tares growing together until He should come to divide them.  But the day is coming when there will be no longer any hypocrites in the congregation.  All will love the Lord and all will praise Him alike.
Now look at the concluding verse.  For the LORD knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of the  ungodly shall perish. “Knoweth” here is present and continuous.  He is knowing.  Right at this moment He knows.  We read in 2 Samuel 8:6 that the LORD preserved David withersoever he went.  God does this for all of His people.  Even in the severest trials we have the confidence that He will not fail.  But the way of the ungodly shall perish.  There is no promise of preservation for those who turn their face against God.  Recognize the fact that not only will the ungodly perish, but his way will perish with him.  That way he thought was so enjoyable will be cast into eternal perdition with the wicked.  Now let me ask, which class are you in today: the godly, or the ungodly?  You become godly by believing on the Lord Jesus Christ.  I trust that you have believed on Him.  If not, take Him into your life right now and be sure of everlasting life.

Father, I thank You that Jesus said, I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No man cometh unto the Father, but by me.  May some come to you today.  In the name of Your Son I pray.  Amen.
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