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The Great Miracle

              Dr. J. Allen Blair
If you were dying from a serious disease, and you knew someone who could help you, would you seek his help?  I think you would.  Let me just say, there is a very real sense in which all of us are dying, and I know someone who can help and I want to tell you about Him and what He can do for you.

In the gospel of John, chapter 3, we see Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, approaching Jesus on a nighttime visit.  The first thing Nicodemus said when he saw Christ was, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God, for no man can do these miracles that thou doest except God be with him.  Well the Lord Jesus replied immediately, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. Notice that Nicodemus had knowledge.  He knew about Jesus.  He said, “we know.”  Knowledge, however, is not enough to save a person.  There is a difference between what we know and what we are.  Nicodemus talks of knowledge, but Christ spoke about an experience.  Many in our day have knowledge about Christ.  Like Nicodemus, they think of Him as an outstanding teacher with a divine influence, a very good man.  But our Lord answers them as He answered Nicodemus’ compliment:  Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.  Christ did not come to teach sinners, but to make saints.  He does this through the miracle of the new birth.  The new birth does not result in mere improvement of the flesh, but a new nature from which stems faith, holiness, and righteousness.  We see much of religious flesh on every hand.  Thousands of people have churchianity, but not Christianity.  Churchianity will never take any one to Heaven.  Only a miracle can prepare the heart of man for the kingdom of God.  

In nature we speak of the vegetable kingdom and the animal kingdom.  If we were to take some carrots and carefully care for them and cultivate them, how long would it take to make them a part of the animal kingdom?  You say, “This is ridiculous.”  Indeed it is.  Of course, if we possess miraculous powers, we could make the change.  Such a change could only be affected by a miracle.  Man by nature is in the kingdom of the first Adam – a sinful being.  Reformation, good works, generosity, or religion, could never get him out of that kingdom into the kingdom of God.  He must have a new nature.  That’s what the new birth is: the impartation of new life through a new nature.  The moment one believes on Jesus Christ as His Lord, he becomes the eternal possessor of this new nature.  Without this gift, one could never be happy in Heaven.  A man or woman who had never experienced the new birth would be most miserable in Heaven.  It really wouldn’t be Heaven to him.  Such surroundings would be like hell itself to an unsaved man.  If he had little interest in letting Christ run his life on earth, surely he would not be interested in spending eternity with Christ and His people.  

Let me ask you a serious question.  When Jesus said, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God, did He speak the truth or a lie?  If He spoke the truth, those who have never been born again (however religious, kind or benevolent) must be swept away into hell to suffer for ever with the lost when they die.  You may say, “I don’t believe this stuff.”  That doesn’t change it any.  What you and I believe or fail to believe will never alter the word of God.  Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass a way, God says.  The Bible declares that there is a Heaven and a hell.  It further states that all who believe on Christ will go to Heaven, but all who reject Him will be cast into hell.  If you are born only once (that is, physically), you will die twice (physically and spiritually).  If you are born twice (physically and spiritually), you will die only once (physically).  Spiritually you will never die.  
Maybe you are interested.  Would you like to be born again?  What should you do?  The Lord Jesus answered this question in His 3rd chapter of John.  He said (in verse 5), Except a man be born of water, and of the spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.  Now what did He mean by water?  It is definitely not baptism.  The application of water to a man’s body could never cleanse his sinful heart.  God has intended water baptism for an altogether different purpose.  If Jesus had meant baptism in this verse, he would have said so:  Except a man be born of baptism.  But He did not say that.  He said, Except a man be born of water.  What did He mean?  We must keep in mind that our Lord was talking to a Jew.  What would normally enter the mind of a devout Jew when water was mentioned?  There can be only one answer.  Nicodemus, a master of Israel, could only think of the laver where the priest had to wash before he entered the holy place.  What was the prophetic significance of the laver?  
The prophet Ezekiel tells us:  Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you.  A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you . . . And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them.  That’s Ezekiel 36:25-27.  God’s statutes are contained in His word: the Bible.  David the psalmist pointed this out in Psalm 119:9, when he said, Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word.  The same truth is taught repeatedly in the New Testament, but let me cite only one verse: the words of our Lord, found in John 15:3.  Now are ye clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.  How does the word of God cleanse?  The word of God washes our minds clean from all our opinions, and garnishes our thinking with the thoughts of God.  The entrance of thy words giveth light.  The Bible tells us we are sinners in need of a Savior.  It completely cleanses our minds of any thoughts of saving ourselves, and makes us conscious of the fact that salvation is of the Lord.  No one has ever been saved apart from the word of God, for faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
Christ also taught that in addition to the word, we must be born of the Spirit.  Not the Spirit apart from the word, or the word apart from the Spirit, but both at work together in effecting a new life.  The word is the water, but without the Spirit it is stagnant or dead.  The Holy Spirit must enlighten and reveal the truth.  The natural man, we are told, receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him.  The word of God is understandable only as the Holy Spirit unfolds it to the mind.  Thus the vehicle for the new birth is the word, but the divine power is the Holy Spirit.  Until one is born again by the Spirit, he is in the flesh.  He can never be anything else.  That which is born of the flesh is flesh, Jesus said.  In Romans 8:8, we read, They that are in the flesh cannot please God.  If there is to be a divine transformation of heart and life, it must be affected by the Holy Spirit.

In the 14th verse of the 3rd chapter of John, Jesus said, And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, evenso must the Son of man be lifted up.  Ye must be born again, but here’s another must:  the Son of man must be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  God says, “You must,” but He also says, “I must.”  He has done His part.  Jesus Christ went to the cross and was lifted up to die for our sins.  And now God says to you, “You must.  You must believe on Him because He is the only true Savior.”  You must believe on Jesus Christ as He is presented in the Scriptures.  If you do, the Holy Spirit will give you new life so that the things of God will become real and meaningful to you.  You will become a child of God, assured of eternal life.  Jesus said in John 5:24, Verily, verily I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.  
Have you been born again?  Have you trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation?  If you have not, why not do so now?  The Lord Jesus is ready.  What about you?  He says, Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.  Surely you cannot spurn such a gracious invitation from the heart of God.  If you will bow your head and invite Christ to come into your life, He will come in.  Will you take Him at His word?  Don’t put Him off, dear friend.  It is extremely dangerous to delay.  That’s why I urge you to turn to Christ right now.  Will you do it as we bow our heads in prayer?
Blessed Lord, I thank You for what Jesus did for us in the giving of Himself.  But we praise You, Father, that He is alive today.  He died on the cross, but when He was buried, He rose again, and we can be eternally saved through Him.  May some trust Him right now, I ask.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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