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What is the Bible? (Part 2)

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Hello, friend!  Welcome to another of our daily broadcasts.  I am Allen Blair, and it’s a pleasure to have you with us.  Today we have our second message on the Book of books.  Don’t leave, because this message has been prepared for your benefit.

In my last message, I sought to present the fact that the Bible is the word of God.  As we came to the conclusion of the message, I sought to tell you why I believe the Bible.  I mentioned that the writers claim that they were directed by God to write what they recorded in the Scriptures.  Then we considered our Lord’s attitude toward the word, and we saw that repeatedly throughout the Bible He put His approval on everything that was written therein.

One of the stories of the Bible that is considered by some to be a myth is Jonah and the fish.  But in Matthew 12:39-40, Jesus spoke of the prophet in the fish’s belly as being a miracle of God.  Furthermore He said, For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale’s belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.  This was no fable as far as the Lord Jesus Christ was concerned.   Likewise, Christ confirmed the reality of the characters and experiences in the Old Testament.  But you may say, “What about the New Testament?”  Christ also gave credence to the New Testament books which would be written when He promised to send the Holy Spirit upon His disciples who would bring all things back to their remembrance and show them things to come (as we read in the word of God).  Let me give you two verses.  First, John 14:26, But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you;  and John 16:13, Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come,he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.  Thus we have the promise that what the apostles were to write would be given of God for our instruction.

There have been great scholars and men of faith who, down through the centuries, have held tenaciously to the Bible as God’s inspired word.  Martin Luther, John Knox, John Calvin, and many others, believed without reservation that the Bible was the infallible, inerrant word of God.  Patrick Henry said, “There is a book worth all other books which were ever printed.”  Daniel Webster said, “If we abide by the principles taught in the Bible, our country will go on prospering and to prosper; but if we in our posterity neglect its instruction and authority, no man can tell how suddenly a catastrophe may overwhelm us and bury us.”  This seems almost like a prophecy, doesn’t it!  It is being fulfilled in our day.  Indeed we would do well if the people of our country would heed these words.  Robert E. Lee said of the Bible, “It is a book in comparison with which all others in my eyes are of minor importance.”  John Locke (noted philosopher of the 17th century) said, “It has God for its author, salvation for its end, and truth without mixture of error for its matter.”  William Blackstone (an English authority on English law, and possessor of one of the greatest brains England ever produced) once said, “I have spent 70 years of my life studying the book to satisfy my heart.  It is the word of God.  I’d bank my life on the statement that I believe this book to be the solid rock of Scripture.  It is stamped with specialty of origin and immeasurable distance separates it from all competitors.”
To be sure, all of us would do well to make careful consideration of these important statements.  But next, I would like to present the fact of the Bible’s universality.  There is no question about it:  This amazing book is truly the most unique book in all of the universe.  For many, many years it topped the list of bestsellers.  It is the only book in the world that is known in over 2,000 translations with the entire Bible being translated into at least 2,000 languages.  It has a message for everyone for every race, regardless of ethnic origin.  It has been the moral guide and standard for many nations for some 20 centuries (and for the Jews, the Old Testament books many more centuries before that).  Consider the Bible’s amazing composition.  
Here is a book produced by some 40 different writers who did their work over a period of some 1500 years.  Here is the miracle of it all.  Regardless of the fact that many of the writers wrote independently of the others, there is not a single word of disagreement or contradiction.  Imagine! Forty men of different walks of life (such as Peter the fisherman, Amos the herdsman, Joshua the general, Nehemiah the cupbearer, Daniel the prime minister, Luke the physician, Solomon the king, David the poet, Moses the lawgiver, Paul the lawyer; and yet they all write of one grand theme: salvation by means of a blood sacrifice. 

There is one more though I should like to leave with you, and that concerns the indestructibility of the word of God.  Down through the ages men have attempted to destroy the Bible, yet they have never succeeded.  There have been kings and rulers who sought to burn it – exterminate it – but still it stands!  General Franco in Spain one time ground to pulp ten thousand Bibles which he had confiscated.  Yet today the Bible is found in every nation.  The truth we find in the Scriptures, it has been proved repeatedly down through the centuries.  Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.  
Let me ask you.  What place does this book have in your life?  Are you a Christian?  Do you know the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior?  Do you take the time to study the Scriptures day-by-day, to let God speak to your heart?  Don’t miss the daily blessing God has for you in His word.  

Now if you are not a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, I urge you to turn to Him right now, for without Him the Bible is meaningless.  He is the One who will open the truth to your heart and mind, and give you spiritual understanding.  Will you, just now (if you never have before) say, “Lord Jesus, come into my life.  Be my Savior and my God.  Teach me Your truth.”  Don’t put this off, dear friend.  Many people put it off, and they never arrive to the point of decision.  Something happens in their life.  They are snapped out quickly.  They go into eternity without the Son of God, and are cast into hell.  Don’t let that happen to you when God offers you salvation full and free right now.  Jesus died for you.  He loves you, and He wants to save you.  Let Him do it, as we bow our heads in prayer.

Father, I pray for those who need You that they may not resist You, but turn to You by faith and receive Jesus Christ as Lord.  For those of us who know You, grant, our Father, that Your word may have a place of prime importance in our daily routine – that we may grow strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.  This I ask in the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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