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Bitter or Better?

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Have you ever thought what life would be like if every thing just fell in line the way you want it?  Wouldn’t that be wonderful, or would it?  I don’t think it would, because there is no possible way any of us could improve on God’s plan.

Someone has said, “Where there are no trials, there are no triumphs.”  Naturally, all of us would prefer to see things running smoothly with no suffering or anxiety.  But without battles, how can we expect victories?  Our greatest triumphs in life are the result of overcoming severe trials.  

In the sports world, if a team plays other teams that are weaker and less skilled, even though it wins every game, there is no challenge, and in a sense no real triumph; but let this same team face an old foe or rival that is highly rated, and if it wins, there is real triumph.  If life were simply a song, it would become very drab and there would be little appreciation for that which is good.  But God in His wisdom permits disturbing difficulties along the way in order that we might look to Him and depend upon Him for the victory He alone can give.  When the victory comes, how wonderful and thrilling is the blessing.

A positive approach toward trials is imperative.  If one has personally experienced salvation through Jesus Christ, he can have this positive approach.  He will know that his God is all-wise at all times.  Realizing that the Lord provides only the best for His own, the true believer will rely upon divine leadership and wisdom under all circumstances.  Trials may create one of two attitudes within us:  bitter or better.  These two words have the same number of letters, as well as the same letters with the exception of one.  In “bitter” we have an “i” instead of an “e.”  Will you not agree that it is usually the “I” that makes us bitter?  When one becomes bitter in trial, it is because he looks to himself – his ego.  He is into self-pity rather than fix his attention on the Lord.  Looking inward rather than outward, he complains about his affliction and makes everyone else miserable.  
When one fixes his gaze upon the Savior rather than on self, he realizes that even the severest trial is being used of God for the better.  Becoming more like his Master, the servant can endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.  He doesn’t get uptight, for he is aware of the fact that trials are a necessary part of the Christian life; for whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.  Chastening is never punishment for the believer, but rather a cleansing and refining process by which God purges the believer of the things that hinder an effectual walk with the Lord.  God always chastens with love.  Never be tempted to think that because God is chastening you that He does not love you.  Chastening and love go hand in hand.  Chastening is an evidence of God’s love.  When God loves a person, He corrects him as a good father corrects his son.  Because God wants you to enjoy His very best, chastening is necessary.  Without hardship and suffering, there can be no chastening.  And without chastening, one cannot mature in the faith.  If a Christian never experienced chastening, he would become soft and flabby spiritually.  Not only would he be unable to cope with life, but he would be overcome by the self-life and controlled by the flesh rather than God.
Possibly you should think about this right now.  Are you going through a trial that has made you bitter toward God?  Are you blaming Him for your calamity, and asking, “Why did He do this to me?”  Are you certain that you are a follower of Christ?  If you are bitter, you may be a follower, but it is very obvious that you are not permitting Christ to control your life.  You are in control.  This is why you are bitter – smoldering within, full of resentment.  If you are accepting your trial graciously in the manner Paul has described in Ephesians 5:20, Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Then you are experiencing the “better.”  Instead of criticizing God, you are praising Him, and living in His victory.  As this trial terminates, you will be better qualified to face the next with confidence and assurance.  
Which is it, as far as you are concerned:  bitter or better?  If it is bitter, it is clear that you need the trial more than you think.  There is work to be done in your heart.  Your selfish will needs to be broken so that you might become useful for God.  Why not at this moment come to the place of complete submission to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Tell Him that you are sorry for trying to run your own life.  Confess your bitterness and ask God for strength to overcome, that you might enjoy lasting victory.  If you will do this, before long the bitter will become better.  With Christ reigning in your life, you will see the beauty of His sunshine in the midst of the darkness of your selfishness.  You will experience His overwhelming joy in the midst of your sorrow and defeat.  Give Jesus Christ the place He desires.

Now it is possible that you are experiencing the bitter because Christ does not reside in your life.  You have tried to struggle through your calamity in your own energy, without the help of God.  O friend, I urge you to try the better way instead of the bitter way.   Receive Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord.  Let Him prove to you that He can do all things.  He will show you His miraculous power as you humbly invite Him to enter your life as Savior and Lord.  Now you can do this at this moment.  Just simply bow your head, and say, “Lord Jesus, I know that I am a sinner, but I am sorry for my sins.  I realize You gave Yourself of me, that I might be eternally saved, and I want to be saved.  And right now, Lord Jesus, I ask You to come into my life and live through me.”  I assure you, friend, from the word of God that the very moment you invite Christ to come in and you really mean business with God, He will enter never to leave.  God gives the promise:  I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.  My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand.  Take Jesus Christ into your life at this moment, and then trust Him all along the way.
Blessed Lord, soften our hardened hearts, I pray, that Jesus will be permitted to mold them according to His plan and not our own.  We pray for those who are suffering today, that they may trust You fully and rely on all the promises of Your holy word.  Have Your way in their lives, I pray.  And then for some who are receiving Christ, lead them.  Direct them by Your Holy Spirit.  For I ask in the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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