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  Good People Who Are Nice

              Dr. J. Allen Blair
A little boy prayed, “Dear Lord, help all the bad people to be good, and help all the good people to be nice.”  How worthwhile this is, for not all the good people are nice.  

There is a verse in the 6th chapter of Galatians that in practice appears to be unknown completely by many believers.  Listen to Galatians 6:10, As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.  At first reading, it would appear that there is a preference here – that Christians should do good for Christians and not worry too much about the unbelievers.  The word “especially” does not mean that.  The idea expressed is that God’s people ought to reveal kindness to everyone, but especially should this be true in their relationships with other believers.  Why? because most of the conflicts Christians have seem to be with those who are supposed to be of like precious faith.
Christians usually don’t have too many arguments with the people of the world, but look at our churches.  What church is there that has not at some time had a division of some kind.  It would seem that come Christians find it hard to get along with other believers.  This is why God said,  especially unto them who are of the household of faith.  
How often I have found it necessary to counsel with Christian couples who could not get along together.  Why not?  There are many reasons, but basically there is a failure to be kind to each other.  Our verse in Galatians gives us some suggestion as to what it means for a Christian to be kind.  Paul says, As we have therefore opportunity . . .   Now this does not mean “whenever it is convenient,” or when you feel like it.  It means going out of your way to be kind – looking for occasions to be kind, even to the extent of surprising your spouse with kindness.  If this were practiced, Christians would not be flocking to the divorce courts.  God never intended that we be bitter, critical, sarcastic, and thoughtless toward others.  No, He says, As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, but especially unto them who are of the household of faith.  We are children of love (that is, God’s love).  We were saved through love, we are kept through love, and we are to live by love.  When we do, kindness will be evident.  We won’t have to work at it.  It will be natural and normal.
Now as a minister I have conducted many funerals over many years of service.  How often I have heard words of regret spoken by loved ones at funeral services.  Husbands have regretted that they were not more kind to their deceased wives.  Wives have regretted that they were not more thoughtful to their husbands.  How much better it would have been if they had given their loved ones tender words while they were living, rather than to speak them at the graveside.  Those who die no longer need them, and the words they longed to hear while they lived are only wasted on the cold, deaf ear below.  Many a heart in Christian homes is starving for a little word of love.  Say it, friend.  Don’t be too proud.  The end may be nearer than you think.  Someone has said, “Kindness is a perfume that you cannot put on others without getting a few drops on yourself.”  You won’t be any poorer by giving away kindness.  You will be richer.  And when the end does come, you won’t have any regrets. 

Maybe you say, “If you knew the person I live with, you would understand my problem.”  Possibly so.  Most people have faults of one kind or another, but the true art of living is not to be inconsiderate and to treat the faults as a judge.  We must be patient with the faults of others, for after all, they have to be patient with ours.   So realize the problem isn’t all yours.  The others have the problem of trying to live with you.

Luke wrote of the Lord Jesus Christ in Acts 10:38 that He went about doing good.  The entire life of Christ on this earth proved those few words.  He was always doing good.  In fact, there is not a single instance known among men when He did anything else but good.  Not only is He the believer’s example, He is the believer’s Lord.  Those of us who have received Him into our lives are called to be His followers.  Peter tells us that we should follow his steps.  When we do, we shall look for opportunities to do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.

I picked up this little poem some years ago.  It is a prayer.

Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace,

Where there is hatred, let me sow love;

Where there is injury, pardon;

Where there is doubt, faith;

Where there is darkness, light;

Where there is despair, hope;  

And where there is sadness, joy.

O, divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 
To be consoled, as to console;

To be understood, as to understand;

To be loved, as to love;
For it is in giving that we receive,
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.

How we need to take some of these things to heart so that we shall go out of our way to show forth the kindness of Jesus Christ.

If you want to help someone, you won’t have to look very far.  There are people all around us who need us.  We can’t help them if we ignore them or if we are mean to them.  We won’t help them by saying unkind things to them, or trying to harm them.  Those who have the Spirit of God within must reach out in loving kindness.  We have been saved by grace, God’s grace.  As the result, we ought to live graciously – not thinking of ourselves and how we can benefit ourselves; but what we can do for others.  So many of us are failing to grasp the opportunities to do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.

Unkindness may be the stumbling block in your life.  Most of us don’t realize that we are unkind when we are.  You may have been this way for a long time, and you’ve developed an attitude that everybody else is wrong but you.  Oh, friend, let God look into your heart.  Get alone with Him.  Discuss it with Him.  After all, He is the Judge.  He knows you better than you know yourself.  But don’t be casual about this.  If you were to get serious about Galatians 6:10, you might be able to change the whole situation in your home or in your office, in the school, wherever it may be.  Let God work in your heart!
Maybe you don’t know the Lord.  He has great things for you, but you must come in humble submission, willing to turn from your sin to Him and trust Him for everlasting life.  If you have never believed on Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, I urge you to do it right now.  It is a very simple procedure.  You see God paid this great price for you and for me:  He sent His Son from Heaven above to the shame of this earth.  Why?  to die for our sins, and He did that.  He died on the cross, He shed His precious blood; that you and I might be saved.  But we have to do something about it too.  We have to receive Christ into our lives.  It isn’t enough that He died.  It must become a reality in our lives that He died for us personally.  And we do that by simply bowing our head and saying, “Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner, I want to be saved, come into my life and save me.”  And God will come in.  Do it, friend.  

I thank You, heavenly Father, for the way You deal with each of us so lovingly and kindly; and yet, many times, dear Lord, we have been just the opposite in dealing with others.  Help us, Father, to glorify You in the way we react to other people.  Work in us today.  May we reach out and receive a new measure of Your love, with a willingness to manifest it through the kindness of Jesus Christ.  I ask this in His Name and pray for His glory.  Amen.
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