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Who Is a Fool?

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
There have been times in life when most of us did some foolish things, but there are some people who are well-described as fools.  Now I didn’t give them this title, but the Bible does.  Today I want to point out some of the fools of whom we read in God’s word.

Webster defines a fool as a person deficient in judgment; one who acts absurdly or stupidly; a simpleton.  With this in mind, let’s see what the Bible has to say about fools.  In Psalm 14:1, we read about the atheistic fool.  The fool hath said in his heart there is no God.  Though it is difficult to conceive of anyone not believing in the existence of God, yet there are some who actually declare that there is no God.  The Bible says, The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament sheweth his handiwork. With all the visible and tangible works of creation around us, how can anyone doubt God’s existence?  But in spite of all the evidence, some do.  Have they really taken the time to consider some of the thousands upon thousands of miracles of creation?  For example, let’s just consider one of the many animals in God’s creation: the camel.  
God created the camel to dwell and multiply on the desert – a most difficult environment.  The camel has protruding, sharp incisors to nip roots and cut thorns.  He has huge molars and a well-hinged jaw with which to chew his cud and mill it into flour.  He has a large storage room, the foremost of three stomachs, in which to store fodder for a long period of time.   He can carry a nine-day supply of water in specially designed tanks from which he can draw water into his stomach as needed.  The camel takes four months to grow a lump on his back for an extra meat supply for his distant desert trips.  He regrows it when new food is available.  For traction over sinking sands, he widens his feet so they won’t sink, and underneath are rubber-like nerveless treads that the hot sands or sharp rocks won’t cut and hurt to the quick.  Since he must kneel and lie on the hot, grinding sands, he has pads for the bottom of his belly, and his knees and joints.  He is well-insulated on the outside by wool to keep out the heat of the day and the cold of the night.  He has extremely long eyelashes and a specially adapted ventilator for his nostrils that he can open and close at will to keep out dust and sand in times of storm.  

Now, who made the camel so?  Well, there’s only one answer:  God.  Surely you will agree that all these adaptations and abilities of the camel are marvelous, and yet you could multiply this one example by millions as we consider the multitudinous phases of God’s creation.  There must be a God.  There is a God.

Closely allied to the atheistic fool is the opinionated fool.  He is described in Proverbs 12:15.  The way of a fool is right in his own eyes; but he that harkeneth unto counsel is wise.  The fool has no time for facts.  To him it is immaterial what the word of God declares.  His mind is made up; he will not believe.  Now consider the first ten words of the Bible.  In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.  If God did not create the heaven and the earth, who did?  The Bible is not a volume of lies and fables as some have declared.  It is truth.  Read it for yourself to find out about creation.  

Proverbs 14:9 tells us about the mocking fool.  Fools make a mock of sin.  Now there are many who laugh and sneer at morals.  Sin is of little consequence to them.  Little do they realize that someday they must stand before God and give an account of their sins.  Then what?  God says, The wages of sin is death.  This means eternal separation from God.  Indeed, a man is a fool to make a mock of sin.

In the New Testament, several fools are mentioned; but the selfish fool seems to excel them all.  In Luke 12, we read about the wealthy farmer who lived for himself, and had no time for God.  His ground brought forth more and more until he had no room to store his fruits.  He said, I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods.  And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.  But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?   Here is the selfish fool who lives for himself and this world only.  Anyone who is more concerned about getting this world’s goods, about making money, about enjoying the good things that money will provide than he is about eternal things is a fool.  He who is not concerned about a home in Heaven, about laying up treasures where moth and rust doth not corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal is a fool.  Who can be a greater fool than the one who lives for this poor world only, and forgets that eternity must soon come?
Suppose you were to hear a voice saying, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee.  What could you reply?  Doubtless you know all about the gospel, but have you done anything about it?  If you haven’t trusted Christ, you ought to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ right now, and let Him enter your life to rule.  Then you may become another kind of fool.  Paul speaks about this in 1 Corinthians 4:10, where he says, We are fools for Christ’s sake.  What did he mean by this?  Often the ungodly look upon Christians as fools.  We have known of people who were living in the lowest depths of sin and wickedness.  When confronted with the gospel, they believed and repented of their sin.  Following this, they began to walk with the Lord.  Their ungodly companions saw the complete change in their lives, but what did they do about it?  They branded them as fools.  But remember, those who are fools for Christ are wise fools.  The rest are unwise fools. Either you are a fool for God or a fool for the devil.  Let the world laugh.  You know where you are going.  Daily you enjoy the blessings of following the Lord Jesus Christ, with the wonderful hope of eternity in His presence!
Now should you be an unwise fool, you can change your status immediately by receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord.  He died on the cross for you.  He didn’t stay in the tomb.  He rose again.  He lives today, and He is reaching out to you in love – trusting that you’ll turn to Him, and receive Him as your Savior and Lord so that you can be eternally saved.  Bow your head at this moment, and say, “Lord Jesus, come into my life.  I am sorry for my sin, but I receive You as the One who died for my sins.”  God will meet you.

Blessed Lord, it is with praise that we come to You praying for wisdom and direction in our lives.  Without Christ, we in reality have nothing.  For this reason I pray, for those who need Him, that they may turn to Him.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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