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         Hindrances to Blessing

              Dr. J. Allen Blair
If you are a believer in Jesus Christ with spiritual perception, you will understand my message today; for I am talking about hindrances to usefulness that Satan thrusts in our paths.  The surface Christian is unaware of these.  So please stay with me.  This may be a message you need.  This is Allen Blair speaking for Glad Tidings. 

We read in Psalm 100:2, Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with singing.  All Christians are divinely appointed to serve the Lord, but I am sure you realize that there are hindrances that the devil thrusts in our way in an attempt to prevent us from serving the Lord.  The Bible gives numerous examples of these.  Please consider just a few.  

Doubtless you will recall the occasion when the Lord Jesus visited the home of Mary and Martha.  Martha was busily engaged in all the last minute details of preparing for her guest.  Mary, on the other hand, was not helping.  Suddenly Martha realized that she was doing all the work herself.  She turned and rushed desperately into the next room where Mary sat leisurely at the feet of Jesus, listening to Him.  Greatly disturbed, Martha cried out, Lord, doest thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve alone?  Bid her therefore that she help me.  Well, notice our Lord’s quiet rebuke to Martha.  Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things: But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her.  Now here we see an important hindrance to service for Christ.  It was not that Martha was not busy, rather she was too busy – too busy to take time to wait before the Lord; too busy doing, and not taking the time to be silent.  Well there are Christians who are like this in our day; always on the go, but no time to pause before the Lord to be refreshed through the study of His word and prayer.  This hindrance is very subtle.

Now here is another.  There was once a husband and wife who quietly discussed a matter that would greatly affect their future.  It took place at a time when Christians were selling everything and dividing their assets among each other so that they might have all things in common.  Ananias and Sapphira reasoned that they had a parcel of land they could sell, but why share it?  Why not intimate that they were sharing, and hold back part of the money for themselves?  They agreed, thinking this to be a good idea.  So the land was sold.  Part of the money was put away, and Ananias made his way to inform the other apostles that he had a present for them which represented his all.  But Peter, through the Holy Spirit, demanded, Why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost?  Thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.  And at that moment, Ananias slumped lifeless to the floor.  Later, Sapphira came on the scene only to meet the same fate.  Now what was the problem here?   Too much!  It was not like Martha (too busy), but they felt that God was requiring too much of them, so they tried to hold something back – not realizing that God asks everything of those who are saved.   Jesus said in Matthew 6:24, No man can serve two masters.  Every thing we are or have should be surrendered to Jesus Christ, for He is Lord.  There are Christians today saying in their hearts, “It is too much, Lord, to put all my money, all my time, all my love, all my life under Your control.”  They hold back on God.  The sacrifice is too great.

Now look at another hindrance seen in the Bible.  You will recall how John Mark and Barnabas had embarked on a missionary journey.  Everything went well until after a while Mark was suddenly overtaken by a severe case of homesickness.  He began to make excuses.  “I don’t think I can go any further.  I can’t take the rigors of this kind of life.  I don’t believe I am cut out to be a missionary.”  The real problem, however, was a failure to fully trust God.  Thus we learn from the book of Acts that he turned back to go home, and failed to pay the price for God.  Now what was this hindrance?  Too far.  He considered the price of serving Christ, and realized that this would mean separation from loved ones and friends.  His life would be endangered out on the foreign fields.  This was not for Mark.  It was too far away for his own good, and so he turned back.  Now there are many young people who miss God’s best for their lives simply because they are saying to themselves, “Too far.”  They do not want to pay the price.  They want all the conveniences of life, with plenty of money.  They are not willing to forsake all to follow the Savior.  Millions are perishing having never heard the name of Jesus Christ – but this means nothing to some believers.  All they think about is “Too far.”  
But before I close, let me cite just one more hindrance.  There was a man by the name of Demas who started off well.  He was by the side of Paul, helping him faithfully.  One day, the rugged old warrior of the cross gave young Demas some advice, and said, “Demas, my boy, never go back on the Lord.  Keep pressing toward the mark, for the prize of the high calling of God.  Regardless of what comes your way, stand true to God who died for you on the cross.”  “But, Paul,” Demas asked, “what makes you talk this way.  I will never go back on Him.  Don’t worry about me.  I’ll be alright.”  But later, in writing his second epistle to another young preacher by the name of Timothy, Paul had to write these words, Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world.  How this must have grieved the heart of the apostle who foresaw in Demas a promising young man, but at the same time he must have realized the temptations that come to youth through the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life.  What was the hindrance that resulted in Demas’ fall?  Too narrow.  God’s way for him seemed too narrow.  The way of the cross for Demas did not satisfy.  The standards were too narrow.  The path, the persecution, the trial, all seemed a useless waste.  But someone says, “After all, I am only young once.  Should I not have a good time and really enjoy life?”  Thousands of people hold this view – many of them Christians.  The problem is they miss out on the very best because they say the way is too narrow.  Because they choose a broader way of life, they miss God’s best.

Could it be that you are stumbling over some of these obstacles?  Have you been too busy?  or have you said, “Too much”?  “Too far”?  “Too narrow”?  What is it in your life hindering you from fruitfulness and blessing in the sight of God?  The Lord Jesus prayed in His high-priestly prayer, As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world.  We are not here merely to enjoy life.  We are here to glorify God. 

Only one life, 

Twill soon be past;
Only what’s done 

For Christ will last

It may be that Satan has already deceived you.  You are not even aware of it.  Before it is too late, turn to Christ in full and complete surrender.  Hold nothing back.  Remember, He died on the cross for you.  He gave everything – every drop of His blood was shed for your sins.  You owe Him everything. 
Now if you are not a Christian, I beseech you at this moment to make your decision for Jesus Christ.  Ask Him to come into your life.  Now don’t put this off like many people do.  God says, Boast not thyself of to morrow, for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth.  We don’t know what’s going to happen tomorrow.  We may not be here tomorrow.  People say, “Well, wait until I get older.  I’ll receive Christ then.”  Many of them never get older.  That’s why you need to decide for God right now. And the Lord is ready, friend.  He will receive you just as you are.  Don’t try to clean up your life.  You see, that’s why we get saved.  God does the cleaning up.  He purges us through His shed blood, and cleanses us from all sin.  And He forgives every sin, and we have the joy and peace of following Him.  I trust that you will make your decision for Him right now as we pray together.

Blessed God, I thank You for Your faithfulness to us.  May we be faithful to You, and for some who need You today, may they turn to You, Lord Jesus, and trust You as the One who died on the cross for them.  I pray this in Christ’s name.  Amen.
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