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The Great Task       

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
The world in which you and I are living is greatly in need of help.  People are going to bed hungry.  Others are suffering physically from various diseases.  Still others are broken emotionally.  There are many things all of us could be doing for these needy lives.  But as Christians we have an additional responsibility.

A friend tells of an unforgettable night he had in the jungles of Peru, as he watched a young Indian who was clothed with only his loin cloth.  Perspiration was upon his brow and his upper lip.  His tattoo marks stood out on his face, as he bowed himself closer and closer to the ground, until finally he planted a kiss upon the head of a boa constrictor.  Why? Because the snake was his god.  This same friend tells of walking through the streets of Calcutta, India, and seeing a flock of countless birds flying in the air.  As he drew near, he discovered that the sky was almost darkened by the number of beating wings.  Devout Indians were taking offerings of grain to add to a heap already set out for these flocks of birds.  To do this they were stepping over the bodies of naked men, women, and children whose bones stood out from sheer starvation.  Later, this friend said he realized how literally devilish the religion that led them really was.  He had considered it to be philosophical and elevated, though erroneous; but he saw that such religion was diabolical.  For these people ignored man (who was made in the image of God) to offer food to birds which they imagined might include the reincarnation of an aunt, an uncle, or grandparent.  What a horrible perversion.
There are many, many other misrepresentations of God in the world today.  People are being deluded by satanical falsehoods in their destructive worship of the creature rather than the Creator.  The world needs to hear of the living Christ who raise the dead, who put his fingers to the eyes of the blind to give them sight, who said to the fallen woman, “Neither do I condemn the:  go and sin no more.”  How is the world going to hear of this mighty Savior?  Only as you and I who are his followers (Christians, born again men and women who have tasted of the living water) do our very best to take the gospel to them. 

In Psalm 74:20, we read that the dark places of the earth are full of the habitations of cruelty.  This is so true.  Millions love darkness rather than light because they have never seen the true light – Jesus Christ – who said, I am the light of the world.  Every Christian has an unending obligation to get the gospel to these people.  How we have failed to sacrifice of our time and money that those who are dead in trespasses and sins might be made alive.  Most of us seem to be far more interested in the temporal than the eternal.  The way we spend our money is a clear evidence of this.  Do you know that in one year over 18 times as much is spent on dogs as is given to missions?  Nearly three times as much is spent on dogs’ clothes and accessories as on missions.  Over four times as much is spent for the purchase of dogs as for missions.  Nearly six times as much is spent for licensing, shots, and veterinary fees as for missions.  Think of it.  More is spent on pets than on all missions and all religions and all welfare combined.  It looks as if our burden for lost souls around the world has gone to the dogs, doesn’t it?  
Now I appreciate dogs, and up until our last dog died we always had a dog in our home.  But I am far more concerned about lost souls.  I never want to spend more money for dogs than I do to reach helpless, suffering, dying men and women who need Jesus Christ.  For God says of unsaved humans (in Psalm 49:8), The redemption of their soul is precious.  He further says, in 2 Peter 3:9, The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.  It is God’s will that the lost be saved.  He has chosen those of us who are in Jesus Christ to do the job through the power of the Holy Spirit.  
Thank God for the faithful saints who have sacrificed for the work of the Lord.  Through their efforts, the Scriptures have been put into over 500 languages in the past 37 years.  If God’s people were to get on fire for Jesus Christ, the job could be completed for the remaining 2,000 languages in the next 30 years.  This is not impossible with God, for with Him nothing is impossible.  But unless we surrender our lives to the control of Jesus Christ, and yield to His supernatural power, we shall be deluded by the god of materialism as many Christians have.  
There are some believers who have caught the vision, and are investing in the work of the Lord.  Several years ago, I heard a Bible school president tell of a lady in upper New York State who had been a faithful contributor to his school.  While in her city, he called on her and found a humble little home with a drop cord hanging from the ceiling in the living room with a 25watt bulb, and old couch, and a few other old pieces of furniture.  It was neat and clean, but old.  In this home, he met the widow who supported his work who was not yet 50.  At the time she worked in a factory putting in many long hours a week, including overtime, earning between $65-80 per week.   Each month, she sent one of her weekly paychecks to the Bible school to help train young people to go out and preach the gospel to the lost.  

My! what a vision.  God has His faithful ones here and there, but many who call themselves believers in Jesus Christ, if not heaping up treasures for themselves are squandering it upon themselves.  To them the Lord Jesus says, in Matthew 6:19-21, Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:  For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.  Where is your treasure today?  Is it in the things of God, or in the things that attract the flesh?  Believer in Jesus Christ, I urge you that if you were to tithe or to go beyond the tithe, God will provide.  Step out by faith and trust Him.  If you are a silent Christian, speak up!  Get involved.  If you are a young man or a young woman, pray about serving Christ out on the mission field so the gospel can be taken to the needy parts of the world.  Let Jesus Christ have complete control of your life, and then follow Him wherever He leads.

And if you are not a child of God, come to Him right now.

Father God, help those of us who know You to put first things first.  Jesus said, As my Father sent me, so send I you.  Help us to be mindful of the pinnacle task of winning the unsaved to Christ, for I ask in His Name.  Amen.
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