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          Not Ours, But His

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Those who have discovered the joy of giving to God would never think of cutting back.  Rather, some of us have found it a challenge to take even greater strides of faith and trust the Lord for more.  Well I hope this has been your experience.  I will have more on this important topic in just a few minutes.

Life is at its best when it acknowledges the importance of divine ownership, and the value of human stewardship.  Though this is a principle established by God, there are millions of people giving no thought to it – who are wondering why they are finding life so difficult.  One cannot overlook the fact that everything in the world belongs to God without suffering the consequences.  The fact of divine ownership is stated clearly in Psalm 50:10-12, where God says, For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills.  I know all the fowls of the mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are mine.  If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for the world is mine, and the fulness thereof.  How foolish for any of us to say “This is mine,” and “I own that,” when actually it all belongs to God.  You say, “Well, I built my house myself.”  Where did you get the materials to build your house?  You say you bought them from the builders’ supply.  And where did he get them?  You say he bought them from the manufacturer.  And where did he get them?  It all goes back to Creation.  We don’t have anything that God did not make.  He did not give it to us, He entrusted it to us for our care.

Now if you are a believer in Jesus Christ, realize that everything belongs to Him.  You are not the owner.  You are the manager.  And because of this, you are obligated to show your respect and appreciation to God by giving Him a portion of all of that which He entrusts to you.  If we fulfill this human stewardship responsibility, God assures us that there will be special blessing.  He says in Proverbs 3:9-10, Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase.  So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.  Here is the overflow of God’s abundance as we put Him first in monetary matters, realizing that when we do we are respecting and honoring Him – giving thanks to Him for His abundant care over us.

Now how much should a believer give to God?  Very briefly, this question could be answered by another question.  How much do you love Him?  Our gifts to Him are an expression of our love for Him.  If you don’t love Him very much, you won’t give very much.  You see, you can give without loving; but you cannot love without giving.  And the more you love Christ, the more you are going to give to Him.  Obviously the place to begin in our giving is with the tithe.  We are told in Leviticus 27:30 that the tithe is the LORD’s: it is holy unto the LORD.  One tenth of all that the believer receives actually belongs to God, and should be returned to Him because we have no right to it whatsoever.  
It is very dangerous to withhold that which belongs to the Lord.  This is one of the sins (you will remember) of which Israel was guilty in the days of Malachi.  The question is asked in Malachi 3:8, Will a man rob God?  The answer is given:  Yet ye have robbed me.  But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee?  In tithes and offerings.  Notice the ensuing result in verse 9: Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.  Then in verse 10, the Old Testament principle of tithing is clearly stated.  Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.  Here again, you have special blessing pronounced upon those who honor the Lord with His tithe, but at the same time a curse on those who withhold the tithe.  

But somebody says, “This is Old Testament.  This is legalism.  We are not under the law, we are under grace.”  True.  Let’s go to the New Testament where we get God’s program of giving under grace.  First Corinthians 16:2, Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.  Notice several things.  First, we should be systematic in our giving to God (upon the first day of the week . . .).  This also suggests to me giving the Lord priority in our finances (removing God’s portion first, before we pay any of the other bills).  Maybe you say, “If I were to do that, I wouldn’t have anything left.”  Wait a minute.  You are honoring a miracle-working God.  I only wish I had the time to tell you how God has stretched my salary dozens and dozens of times as I honored Him first.

Now the next thing He says (let every one of you lay by him in store): “Every one” means what it says – not just parents, but children as well, young people, young married couples, older people.  There is never an age that is excluded from the stewardship responsibility if we are children of God.  When our three daughters were small, my wife got three small boxes.  She divided each one into three compartments.  One compartment was marked for God.  The second was marked for college, and the third one for self.  Our daughters are grown now, and have their own families; but they continue to give generously to God – a practice they learned in childhood.  Every thing they got as little children (birthdays, Christmas, or whatever) went into the three compartments: one for the Lord, one for college, and one to spend any way they chose.  This is better than giving a child a nickel or a dime to go to Sunday school or church out of which he gets no meaning whatsoever.  Let every one of you lay be him in store.  On what basis?  As God hath prospered him.  
Has God prospered you?  “Oh, not too much,” you say, “I am not very wealthy.”  Do you have good health?  If you do, God has prospered you.  Do you have a family that loves the Lord?  If you do, God has prospered you.  Do you have a job while many tens of thousands of people have no employment?  If you do, God has prospered you.  God’s prosperity does not refer only to how much money we have.  We need to consider all the gifts God showers upon us.  He has been so good to all of us in many ways.  For this reason, the growing Christian is not bound by legalism, nor does he do less than the tithe because of grace.  He does much more because he is in love with Christ, and he gives according to God’s blessing.  He may give ten percent, 20 percent, 30 percent, or more, because his heart overflows with praise to the Lord.  

I hope you have gotten victory in your giving to God.  Now, of course, if you are not a child of God, He doesn’t want you to give anything until you receive Jesus Christ His Son.  And if you have never received Him, I trust that you’ll do it right now.

Father, I thank You for Your grace and mercy which is at work in our lives moment-by-moment.  May we respond to You accordingly, and be gracious in our giving, that the Lord Jesus may be honored and magnified.  For I ask in His Wonderful Name.  Amen.
Glad Tidings, PO Box 18824, Charlotte, NC 28218-0824

