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Fully Committed to Jesus

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Salvation through Christ is actually a two-way street.  Basically it involves a personal reception of Jesus Christ into one’s life; but it also involves a commitment of one’s self to Christ’s control.  It isn’t a case of receiving all and giving nothing.

I suppose you have heard the often repeated story about the young man who wrote a letter to his girlfriend in which he got carried away in his attempt to express his deep affection.  He wrote, “I would climb the highest mountain, I would swim the deepest river, I would bear the blistering heat of the desert sun, I would suffer the privations of hunger and cold, I would do anything for you, dear.”  After continuing at length in this fashion, he signed the letter, and then wrote, “P.s. I will be over to see you Saturday night if it doesn’t rain.”  Well, even though this story sounds rather foolish, it does present a principle that could apply to a great many Christians who seem to be under the impression that being a Christian is a cheap, shallow experience that requires no investment or hardship.  In other words, it is simply for benefit, and comfort; and all that remains is to enjoy it.  But this isn’t the kind of Christianity Jesus taught.  He expressed His brand of Christianity well in Matthew 16:24, when He said, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.
Cross-bearing is never possible apart from sacrifice.  It costs nothing to become a Christian, but it costs everything to be a Christian.  David declared, in 2 Samuel 24:24, Neither will I offer burnt offerings unto the LORD my God of that which doth cost me nothing.  There is a price to pay in following Christ, which many Christians do not realize.  To be sure, Satan and his crowd are willing to sacrifice for the cause of evil.  Drive-in movies are open at the most convenient hours to entice the worldly crowd to spend their money on lust and sex.  The nightclubs, bars, and the houses of prostitution are all doing a booming business because of the sacrifice being made for evil.  Well why don’t we as Christians realize that if we are going to reach men and women, young people, boys and girls, for Jesus Christ it is going to cost us something.  It will cost time and money, and in some cases friendships.  It may even cost you your job if you take a stand for Christ, and refuse to compromise with evil.
God laid down a standard for every believer which is found in Romans 12:1-2, where Paul wrote, I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  Paul (in speaking of presenting your body to God as a living sacrifice) means not only your anatomy, but the entire you and all you possess:  your entire self ought to be presented to God as a living sacrifice.  During the Old Testament days we find that God accepted dead sacrifices.  The Jews brought their animals and offered them as sacrifices on the altar as an expression of their commitment to God; but in the New Testament after Christ came, the order was changed.  God was no longer interested in animal sacrifices because the death of Jesus Christ was the fulfillment of the Old Testament sacrificial offerings.  He went to the cross and shed His blood as the Lamb that was slain from the foundation of the world.  Ever since, God has called upon believers to offer themselves not as dead sacrifices, but living sacrifices, as His obedient servants to respond to His will – to do whatever He asks us to do in the propagation of the gospel of Christ.

Of course, when you find someone who is really sold out to God – grasping all the opportunities to bear witness to the saving power of Christ – that one doesn’t even realize that he is sacrificing for the Lord.  David Livingstone, the great pioneer missionary to Africa, once said, “People talk of the sacrifices I have made in spending so much of my life in Africa.  Away with the word, and with the thought!  It is emphatically no sacrifice.  Say, rather, it is a privilege.  Anxiety, sickness, suffering, or danger now and then; with the forgoing of the common conveniences and comforts of this life may make us pause and cause the spirit to waver and the soul to sink, but let this be only for a moment.  These are nothing when compared to the glory which shall hereafter be revealed in and for us.  I never made a sacrifice.  Of this we ought not to talk when we remember the great sacrifice which Christ made when He left His Father’s throne on high to give Himself for us.”  Well, indeed, this is an evidence of a man of God who is possessed by the Spirit of God, who had no ambition for his own exploits, but was yielded wholly and completely to the control of Jesus Christ.  As the result, he experienced the power of Christ in all that he did.
Christian friend, what are you doing for God?  Are you on the receiving end of salvation only?  Have you never gotten to the place of giving yourself?  Jesus said, in Acts 20:35, It is more blessed to give than to receive.  Have you come into this blessing?  Or are you always taking from God, and giving nothing to Him who gave his all for you?

In the year 1874, Francis Ridley Havergal, in her famous consecration hymn, wrote, “Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee.  Take my moments and my days.  Let them flow in ceaseless praise.  Let them flow in ceaseless praise.”  But it was not until 1878 that the lines were put into print.  When she read the second stanza in print – “Take my silver, and my gold, not a mite would I withhold” – she was suddenly convicted of her own failure to do just that.  She had an amazing collection of the most exquisite jewelry (most of which came by gift or inheritance).  Among them, an unusually fine jewel cabinet.  Immediately she packed the jewel box full, except for a half a dozen pieces which were special memorials of her parents and relatives, and sent it to her church missionary society.  Then, just to be sure, she included a check to cover the monetary value of the jewels she had chosen to keep.  She declared, “I don’t think I need to tell you, I have never packed a box with such pleasure.”  Well, how true it is!  When one gets a vision of Jesus Christ, and becomes a true follower, there is no price too great to pay to follow Him.

Is Jesus Christ reigning in your life?  In His strength, denounce those things that are stumbling blocks and hindrances, and run the race with joy – giving Christ the preeminence.  Now if you are not a Christian, now is the time to get saved.  There may not be any tomorrow for you.  So, I urge you to settle for Christ now.  Ask Him to come into your life.  Just simply say, “Lord Jesus, come into my life and save me,” and He’ll do just that.  He will hear you.  He will respond immediately.  I hope you’ll trust in Him as we bow our heads in prayer.

Father God, I pray that we who know You may yield our all to You – permitting You to reign within us.   May we be willing to pay the price of discipleship.  Deliver us from living for ourselves.  For those who are receiving Christ, we commit them to You for Your care and guidance.  In Jesus’ Wonderful name.  Amen.
Glad Tidings, PO Box 18824, Charlotte, NC 28218-0824

