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The Delusive Evil

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
It is far easier for us to condemn other people rather than ourselves.  Do you know why?  Because of our pride.  Pride is the delusive evil that has brought us into defeat, time and time again.  Is there any thing that can be done about it?  Well I am sure there is.  

Let me read a verse to you from the remarkable book of divine wisdom called “Proverbs.”  This verse is taken from chapter 8, and it is verse 13.  The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the forward mouth, do I hate.  While the Lord Jehovah is a God of love, there are some things He hates.  Several of them are mentioned here, and one of them is pride.  This is not the only portion of Scripture that tells us of God’s hatred for pride; but even if we had no others, this would be enough to convince us of the awfulness of this evil.

Have you noticed that the proud man rarely recognizes pride in his own life?  He sees it readily in other people, but overlooks and ignores his own guilt.  In Obadiah 1:3, we read, The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee.  Pride does deceive his master.  Many there are in the business world, in churches, in politics, and in the home, who have been deceived by pride.  When one takes Christ into his life, he has the potential for overcoming pride.  God makes it possible for him to become a humble man like the Saviour who humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.  Jesus Christ is the epitome of humility.  Now you might wonder, “What is humility?”  It is an honest view of ourselves: expressing itself in attitude and conduct with respect to others.  If one realizes and visualizes himself as that which he really is – a vile sinner – he will be on the road to humility.  Anyone who recognizes how sinful he actually is will not be a proud man.  He will be aware of the fact that there is nothing in himself about which he can boast or brag.  Clearly understanding himself, he will not push himself on others, or above others.  He will consider them and their rights.
I realize that this is contrary to the popular psychology of our day which says, “Assert yourself.  Express your personality.”  A man of God who has been humbled by the grace of God will understand that he has nothing worthwhile to express or assert.  As far as he is concerned, his desire will be like that of John the Baptist, who declared, He must increase, but I must decrease.  The born again believer will not exalt himself, but Jesus Christ who deserves all exaltation.  Rather than assert himself, he will be ashamed of himself; and realize, were it not for the grace of God, he would ultimately suffer the consequences of his sin.  The humble man does not make demands for himself.  He considers all – his position, his possessions, his status in life – in relationship to his loving Lord.

Furthermore, the man who is truly humble in the eyes of the Lord Jesus Christ is not sensitive about himself.  You don’t find him considering his own interests and welfare.  You need not be afraid of him, because he is not on the defensive.  Something wonderful has happened in his life.  The old Adam nature has been subdued, and Christ is reigning.  Christ has made him a new man so that he evidences the love of God in his kindness toward others.  He is not kept busy protecting himself and his own interests.  He doesn’t pity himself.  He doesn’t weep and lament the fact that people are unkind to him and treat him unfairly.  He has finished with all this.  He has entered into a new and greater life which only God can give through the miracle of conversion.

When one humbly trusts in Jesus Christ, God changes a proud man into a humble man; but be sure of this, only God can do it.  There is so much pride in the world today.  You see it on the highways as you drive your car.  You see it in public conveyances: buses, trains, and planes.  Wherever you go, there is no escape from it.  Certainly it is one of the root evils producing hatred, warfare, bloodshed, and many of the other sorrows of life.  God says in Proverbs 29:23, A man’s pride shall bring him low; but honour shall uphold the humble in spirit.  The proud man shall be brought low many times in life.  On the other hand, the humble man will reap blessings unknown to the arrogant.

Of course I realize that it is possible for a believer in Christ to be proud.  One can be saved and yet continue in the ways of the flesh.  Child of God, I beseech you in the words of James 4:10 to humble yourself in the sight of the Lord, with the assurance that He shall lift you up.  He can give you victory over the stumbling block that has kept you from His supreme happiness.  And, of course, if you have never trusted in Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, I urge you to turn to God’s Son right now.  Christ is meek and lowly in heart.  Though He possessed all power, yet He allowed wicked men to nail Him to a cross for your sins.  Take the Lord Jesus Christ into your life.  
Let Him do in you what you could never hope to do.  He will change your life completely, if you will simply let Him do it.  Make your decision for Him now.  Simply say, “Lord Jesus, I recognize how sinful I am, but at this very moment I express my sorrow for my sins, and I receive You as my sin-bearer and Savior.”  Jesus will enter into your life immediately, and He will change it completely.  You will never find this out until you try for yourself – until you believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and trust Him for salvation.

So, my friend, I urge you to do it right now.  God is ready.  God is waiting.  God has been waiting for a long time.  But I hope you’ll come.  Don’t waste any more time.  Let Jesus reign in your life.

Blessed God, for those who are coming to You through Jesus Christ, meet them, and give them new life as You have promised in Your holy word.  Lead them, I pray, in Your chosen paths.  And for all of us who are in Christ, give us victory over ourselves, that we shall day-by-day live and manifest the humility of the Lord Jesus.  This I pray and ask in His Wonderful Name.  Amen.
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