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     The Path of Blessing

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Most people, at one time or another, reach the place where they feel like giving up.  The pressures of life overcome them, and they are ready to quit – which some of them do.  There is a much better way that all of us might enjoy:  God’s way.  How does one go about finding this way?  I am Allen Blair, and I’ll be telling you about it in just a few minutes.

It would be impossible to over-emphasize the importance of the Lord’s guidance in everything.  Yet, how many Christians there are who direct their own lives!  How much happier and satisfied they would be if they were to permit God to do this.  

In one of David’s prayers, he was heard petitioning the Lord as follows:  Cause me to hear thy loving kindness in the morning; for in thee do I trust: cause me to know the way wherein I should walk; for I lift up my soul unto thee.  How essential it is that every believer come to God with this same request:  Cause me to know the way wherein I should walk.   (That’s found in Psalm 143:8.)  How does one go about ascertaining God’s will for his life?  Well, first of all, it is essential that he spend time daily meditating on the word of God.  Often times, God speaks to us through His word.  In Romans 15:4, we are told that Whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning.  As God spoke to men of old through His word, He continues to speak to us today.  In fact, I should say, never does God lead any believer contrary to the word of God.

I know of a Christian young lady who fell in love with an agnostic, and desired to marry him.  Her mother (who was an earnest believer) opposed the marriage.  The girl wrote to me from college for counseling.  In her letter she said, “It is strange that my mother and I should pray just as hard to the same God through the same Christ for guidance, and both be led in opposite directions.  I believe that I am being led in the direction I am following just as much as mother is being led in her way.  We each must follow our own beliefs.”  Well, I had to inform this young lady that she was wrong and that her mother was right.  
No where in the Scriptures does God condone the marriage of a believer to an unbeliever.  Listen to 2 Corinthians 6:14.  Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?   There are other verses that express the same truth.  The word of God does not sanction the marriage of believers to unbelievers.  This young lady was not led by the Lord, as she stated.  She was led by her own desires, while completely ignoring God’s guidance.  If we search the Scriptures with a desire to obey Him, we shall hear His voice speaking clearly in the words of Isaiah 30:21, This is the way; walk ye in it.
Furthermore, God leads us as we pray and call upon Him, seeking His guidance.  In Matthew 7:7, He says, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.  God is desirous that we know His will.  He wants us to follow Him.  Thus He invites us to ask what His will is for our lives, that we might know it.  

One time when the late Dr. Lewis Sperry Schaffer of Dallas, Texas, was in Philadelphia, he wanted to see a certain man whose address he did not know and could not find.  While downtown, he prayed that the Lord would help him find this man.  He walked back and forth between Market and Chestnut Streets beseeching the Lord.  No answer seemed to come, so he went to the corner to get a bus to return to his hotel.  The bus was crowded, but he saw one seat in the back to which he went, and sat down.  Looking at his neighbor seated beside him, who was it?  The man for whom he had been praying – the one he wanted to see.  Friend, God does answer prayer.  God does lead us, if we ask Him.  

Very often, if we are sincerely desirous of following God’s guidance, He leads through circumstances.  In Psalm 32:8, He said, I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye.  There are times in our passivity that God shows us clearly what we should do.  
Some years ago, George Beverly Shea completed Bible school and was taking further training in New York City.  He loved to sing.  One day he was given an audition at one of the radio stations and was offered a contract.  He asked if he might sing gospel songs.  Well he was told that he might use one occasionally, but other than that he would have to use the songs they chose.  What would he do?  Well, his mother prayed much after hearing the news.  And on Saturday night she placed a psalm on the piano so Bev could see it.  In the morning, he composed the music so the psalm could be sung.  One verse was, “I’d rather have Jesus than silver and gold.  I’d rather be His than have riches untold.  I’d rather have Jesus than world-wide fame.  I’d rather be true to His holy Name.”  Bev Shea declined to sign the contract.  A short time later, Bev was offered a position with the Chicago radio station where he might use the gospel songs he loved.  While there, he met Billy Graham.  Well the rest of the story is well-known to everyone.  God provided the circumstances for George Beverly Shea so that he might be led in the Lord’s way, which was the path of unlimited usefulness for God.

Now there are other ways God leads His children.  Sometimes through the advice of spiritual men and women we are directed to make the right choice.  Often times, God speaks directly to the conscience and gives the inner certainty of what to do.  He speaks through Christian literature.  Most important of all is that our heart be in tune with Him if we are to understand His will when He speaks.  It is necessary that our lives be completely yielded to His control.  Above all else, we must desire to please Him – whatever the cost.  We might well ask ourselves, “Is there anything between the Savior and me right now?  Are we yielded to Christ completely?”  Do not expect God’s best while clinging to the lusts of the flesh and the attractiveness of our present evil world.  Christ must have first place if we are to know and experience that will make us supremely happy.  Give Him the place He wants – the place of preeminence in your life.  Yield your all to Him.

And, if you’re not a Christian, I beseech you to make your decision to receive Him at this moment.  Receive the living Christ into your life.  He will transform you, and give you His perfect peace so that in every thing you will find His way to be the best way.  Come now, while the Lord waits.
Blessed God, I thank You for Your guidance, and praise You that You do lead Your people step-by-step.  Guide us now as we afresh give ourselves to Your control.  And for some believing on Christ, guide them into paths of fruitfulness for Your glory.  For I ask in the Savior’s Name.  Amen.
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