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         It’s Sure to Come


          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Judgment Day is nothing to laugh about.  Any one who is wise will give thought to the future, and do something about it.  I hope you have made some definite plans.  Maybe you don’t quite know what to do, or how to get ready.  Well, stay with us for more.

Let me direct your attention to Acts 17:30-31, where we read, God commandeth all men every where to repent: Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.  There are two events remaining for the future which are unquestionably certain.  First, it is absolutely certain that Jesus Christ will return to receive His followers unto Himself; and then, He will reward them according to their works.  And second, it is absolutely certain that Jesus Christ is coming again to the earth to judge the world.  It is the second of these two events that I want to speak about.

From the words I read to you from Acts 17:30-31, I notice five things stated explicitly regarding the judgment day.  First, the certainty of it: God has appointed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness.  Now some people may laugh at this, but they cannot laugh away the reality of it.  In Noah’s day, men laughed at Noah’s prediction relative to the flood; but the flood came as prophesied, and swept them all away.  In Lot’s day, the men of Sodom laughed at the idea that God would rain fire and brimstone out of Heaven and destroy Sodom and Gomorrah and the other cities of the plain; but the fire and brimstone fell, and these cities were blotted out.  In the days of Jeremiah, the people of Jerusalem laughed at Jeremiah’s predictions that Nebuchadnezzar would come, and lay Jerusalem in the dust, and destroy their temple; but it all came to pass as God prophesied through his servant Jeremiah.  In the days of Christ, men laughed at our Savior’s prediction that the armies of Rome under Titus would lay Jerusalem’s walls even with the ground, and that calamity would overtake that city such as the world had never seen; but historians tell us that it all came to pass just as Christ predicted, and that Jerusalem was overtaken with the most appalling siege in the world’s history.  

Thus all of God’s predictions about judgments on individuals and on nations in the past have come true to the very letter, in spite of all the unbelief evidenced by false prophets.  This being the case, we may rest in the fact that what God has prophesied regarding future judgment will be fulfilled to the letter.  In spite of what men may say, God’s word will not return unto him void.  It is certain that there is to be a judgment day for the world as we have seen in our text.  God will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.
Christ’s resurrection is fact – not theory or a myth.  It is a fact of history.  There is more than adequate evidence to substantiate this truth.  The resurrection of Jesus Christ is a guarantee that a judgment day is coming.  He claimed in John 5:22-23, The Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son: That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father.  He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent him.  The judgment day is to come, and Christ is to be the Judge.  Again, His resurrection proves these facts.  If anyone listening to me thinks that there will be no judgment day – that he can go on living in sin, and never have to account for his rejection of Jesus Christ – I urge you to forsake that groundless and worthless hope for there will be a day in which Jesus Christ will judge the world in righteousness.

Now secondly, note from our text the statement relative to the universality of the judgment.  God hath appointed a day in, the which he will judge the world.  This means all who have not come to Jesus Christ to be saved will face Him in judgment.  There will be no escape.  Some in our day have evaded the courts, but no lost sinner will evade this court.  There are thieves on the streets who have never been arrested.  There are murderers who have never been apprehended.  But on the day of judgment, all who are guilty will be judged.  There are millions in the world who have no time for the church.  They don’t want to hear the gospel, they are indifferent to the truth; but everyone will take time to stand before Christ in judgment.

Thirdly, consider the basis for the judgment.  God hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness (literally, “on the basis of righteousness”).  This has to do with Christ’s righteousness.  Self-righteousness will not avail.  The question will be “Have you or have you not received Christ into your life; are you a possessor of His righteousness?”  God sent His Son to be the Savior.  To reject Him, and to die without Him is a sin that can never be remedied.  Thus the great question on the judgment day will be, “What have you done with Jesus Christ, the Son of God?”

And now the fourth point:  Who is to be the Judge on that day?  Jesus Christ Himself.  We read our text again.  God hath appointed a day in, the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.  Jesus Christ is the Judge.  Many will be there, standing before their Judge from days gone by, and every man and woman who has denied Christ as Savior and Lord (of any generation), will be in that vast throng.
Finally, what will the issues be on the day of judgment?  They will be eternal: either eternal life, or eternal death.  I wish I had words to speak that could describe judgment to you adequately, that every one of you outside of Christ would fall on your knees in repentance before God before that great and noble day comes when Christ shall judge the world.  Hear me, please.  God now commandeth all men every where to repent: Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained.  Turn to Christ now, before it is too late.
God, our heavenly Father, You have not left us in the dark regarding the future.  But truly many people are in the dark today because they have not gone to Your word to see what you have said.  May many turn to Christ, I pray, today.  In the name of Jesus, I ask.  Amen.
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