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Newfound Freedom

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
There are many people in the world living under the control of a dictatorship who have lost their freedom.  They can’t leave the country.  They are not free to make a living as they please.  They are in bondage to their government.  Well, as bad as this is, there is something worse.  It is to be in bondage to sin and Satan.

How wonderful it is to know that God is the great emancipator, delivering men and women from the bondage of sin.  This truth is portrayed vividly in the opening verses of Romans, chapter 8.  Please look at the first four verses where we see liberty explained (in verse 1), liberty affected (in verse 2), liberty exalted (in verse 3), and (finally, in verse 4) liberty exercised.  

Notice the 1st verse, please, where we read, There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.  (Now I am going to stop here because the latter part of this verse does not appear in the best and most accurate ancient Greek manuscripts which have been recovered.  You will notice, however, that this latter phrase – “who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit – does appear in verse 4.  This is where it really belongs.)  So as we consider our first point – liberty explained – God makes it clear that when one receives Jesus Christ into his life by faith, he is for ever delivered from God’s condemnation.  This means two things:  One, that he will be eternally saved, and the other, that he will never be lost again.  He will never be sent to hell; for God declares that there is no condemnation – none whatsoever – to those who are in Christ Jesus.  In Christ, they are God’s blood bought children.  They recognize themselves as lost sinners; and in their depraved condition they turned to Christ, and received Him into their heart and life.  Immediately God declared them to be no longer condemned; freed forever from the law of sin and death; assured of life eternal.  Now here is real liberty known only to those who have had a personal heart relationship to Jesus Christ.  There is no other way to experience this liberty.  God makes it clear that it is in Christ Jesus only.  Until a man or woman believes on Christ, he or she is under the condemnation of God; but the very instant one calls on Christ for salvation, he is no longer condemned.
Next, in verse 2, we see that liberty is affected:  For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.  Spirit, as used in this verse, refers to the Holy Spirit: the third person of the trinity.  It is the Spirit of God that affects salvation – delivering us from the law of sin and death; giving us the liberty God has provided for believers.  Now we see two things. In verse 1, Christ provides salvation, and in verse 2, the Holy Spirit affects salvation.  Salvation is affected by the Holy Spirit by means of a miracle.  Every born again believer is a miracle of God.  Now somebody may ask, “Does God still perform miracles, or is this something of a past age?”  Most certainly He still performs miracles.  He is performing miracles every day.  The greatest of all miracles is the new birth of which Jesus spoke about in John 3.  Christ made it clear to Nicodemus that except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.  Now the water here has to do with God’s word.  John 15:3 says, Now are ye clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.  And in Ephesians 5:26, we read of the washing of water by the word.  I do not know of anyone who has ever been saved apart from the word of God.  In Romans 10:17, we read, faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God; so that one cannot be born again without the water of God’s word and the Holy Spirit.  It is the Spirit who affects the new life within the believer.  Until one is born of the Spirit (as we said, regarding verse 1,) he is under the condemnation of God; but the moment he believes in Christ, the Spirit imparts a new nature in that one and he becomes a follower of God.  This (I say again) is a miracle affected by the Holy Spirit.  We read in John 6:63, It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing.  In other words, the deliverance from eternal condemnation is through Christ, but it is the Holy Spirit who makes this deliverance an experience in the believer’s life.  Good works cannot perform this miracle.  Church membership is wholly ineffective.  Any thing we may do will be useless – other than calling on Christ for salvation.
In verse 3 we see the liberty exalted.  This marvelous liberty received through Christ supersedes the law of the Old Testament – for what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God (sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin) condemns sin in the flesh.  What the law could not do; what morality could not do; what clean living could not do, Christ did.  Now do not misunderstand.  The law is good, morality is good, and clean living is good.  But none of these can save a person.  They cannot provide liberty from sin and death.  A man may live a good moral life and still go to hell at the end of his earthly existence because one cannot be saved by morality.  Only Christ Jesus the Son of God can save us and give liberty.  What the law could not do, Christ did.

Now, in closing, we see liberty exercised in verse 4 of this 8th chapter of Romans.  This liberty received through Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is fulfilled in us.  It becomes our own personal experience.  Look at the verse:  That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.  This word righteousness is really the word “requirement” – that the requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us.  In whom?  Those who have been born of the Spirit of God.  And because they are born of the Spirit, they will no longer walk after the flesh as they did before they were born again.  They will walk after the Spirit and follow Him in all things.  Here is the fruition of this miraculous transformation affected by God in the hearts of those who believe.  We have liberty in the gospel, but this liberty will constrain us to follow in the chosen paths of God.  This is greater than morality.  This is greater than clean living.  This is a transformed life energized by the Spirit, moment-by-moment to do the will of God.  Having been born of the Spirit, we shall have a love for Bible study and prayer.  We shall desire to tell others about Christ.  We shall long to be present with believers in the assembly to worship God.  This is the liberty God provides for everyone.  But to be experienced, Christ must be received into the life.  
Have you received Him into your life?  Are you a Christian?  Do you know that you are saved and ready to meet God?  If not, just now, take the Savior into your life.  Ask Him to come in, and He will come in.  Then faithfully read the word of God every day.  Grow in grace.  Spend time in prayer.  Tell others about Christ, and find a group of believers who are worshiping the Lord in spirit and in truth, and line up with them.

Father God, use Your word in our hearts today.  May many enter into the liberty of the gospel through believing in Christ.  For I ask in His blessed Name.  Amen.
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