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The Real Proof

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Regardless of what we say about our integrity as to how spotless it may be, that doesn’t really prove anything.  Some people are all talk and no walk.  We need more than talk if we are to convince the lost of the value of Christ.

Living in a day of speed and rush, we are ever-reaching out for a quick method for everything.  We have instant coffee, instant tea, instant cake mixes, and I fear (in many circles) instant Christianity.  Now by instant Christianity I mean the kind that is found in some churches that teach one’s total obligation to his soul can be discharged by a single act of faith.  People are being taught that they are saints by calling – thus there is nothing to fear.  But what they are not taught is that a saint by calling should also be a saint by character.  Now please don’t misunderstand.  Conversion to Christ is sudden.  The repentant sinner believes on the Lord Jesus Christ, and immediately the burden of sin is lifted and eternal salvation is provided.  But there is a great danger into being misled to think that everything is centered in this experience – overlooking the fact that there should be newness of life to follow.  Instant Christianity urges one to settle it once and for all:  make your decision now.  Of course, it is important to make a decision to receive Christ, but though one is saved, the real work of God in his soul has just begun.

As a new born babe, he needs to be nourished.  He will need exercise to assure growth.  There must be a daily experience with Christ through the reading of the word and prayer.  There will be battles with the world, the flesh, and the devil.  Thus, let me say that salvation begins as an instantaneous act of the soul, but it continues for ever.  If you have received Jesus Christ into your life, it behooves you to walk in the power of Christ.  For as we read in Ephesians 2:10, We are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.  We are saved, but there is daily a process going on in our lives known as sanctification, wherein we are being set apart day-by-day to be more and more like unto Christ.  The devil is not disturbed by the fact that one makes a decision for Christ, as long as that one doesn’t practice the Christian life.  To be sure, it is God’s purpose that we practice the Christian life.  For as He says in Romans 8:29 (where He reveals the purpose of the believer), For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son.  This is God’s purpose for every true Christian: that we be conformed to the perfect image of Christ.  This, of course, has to do with holiness in the life of the believer.  
Now when I use the term “holiness,” I am not thinking of fanaticism.  The worst enemies of any cause are the extremists.  Occasionally unreasonable, extravagant, and unethical notions and practices make their appearance in the name of holiness; but still, where there is the counterfeit, there must be the genuine.  The life of holiness is not one of freedom from temptation.  Rather, it is a life in which the power of Christ keeps the cleansed and trusting soul from defeat.  The life of holiness is not one in which it is impossible to sin.  Rather, it is a life in which we are enabled to live victoriously in the very face of that possibility.  Not able to sin?  No, not that.  Able by the power of God not to sin.  Yes, just that.  The life of holiness is not one of freedom from mistakes, infirmities and such short comings of whatever nature as might be described as involuntary.  Rather, it is the life of consistent, continuous, purposed obedience to all the progressively known will of God.  The proof of holiness does not lie in any particular form of emotional demonstration – whether shouting, or singing, or weeping, or speaking in tongues, or other physical manifestations.  Rather, it lies inwardly in that faith which is the realization of things hoped for, the proof of things not seen; and outwardly in a life which consistently yields the fruit of the spirit of God.  What are the fruits of the Spirit of God?  Love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance.  In 1 Thessalonians 4:7, we read, God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.  Holiness will be manifested in a life of victory and power for God.  
Notable examples are seen in the word of God of those who had experienced God’s holiness.  We read of Enoch who walked with God.  That is about all the Bible has to say about Enoch, but that’s enough.  He walked with God in a wicked day.  He walked with God when the lights were dim.  There was no Bible, but he walked with God by faith.  It does not say that God walked with Enoch, but Enoch walked with God.  It is one thing for God to walk with us, and it is quite another thing for us to walk with God.  If we walk with one, it means we are going his way (we are not asking him to go our way).  Enoch determined the way God was going, and that’s the way he walked.  Then there was David who said, in the words of Psalm 84:10-11, I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness. For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD  will give grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.  From this we see that David knew what the holiness of God was in his own experience.  I wouldn’t know where to begin if I were to think of Paul and what he had to say about the subject.  In Ephesians 4:24, he said, And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.  In Colossians 3:1-3, he said, If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.  Set your affection on things above, and not on things of the earth.  
We must keep in mind that we are only a testimony to the ungodly as we are holy.  And all of us who are Christians may be sure that we are being watched by the world.  So often we forget this, but the eyes of the unsaved are on us to see whether or not that which we profess is real.  Thus, since we are being watched by the ungodly, we must sincerely demonstrate God’s holiness.  There may be just one thing in one’s life preventing a character that exemplifies the Lord Jesus.  He should do something about it, for it is robbing him of peace and joy.  It is a hindrance to the cause of Christ.   Now, if you were to look at a brilliantly-lighted electric sign with thousands of electric bulbs and only one of them is out, what would you see?  Well, to be sure, though there were thousands of bulbs burning, you’re eye would be attracted to the single, unlighted bulb.  That’s the way it is when there is unconfessed sin in the life.  The world looks on, and even though we may have good points (though we may say “I have one weakness, but there are so many other good things that seem to overcome it,”) remember, the world is being turned away from Christ because of the hypocrisy they see in us.  For this reason, let me encourage you to realize your day-by-day responsibility to God.  

If you are saved, the job is then begun; but it continues through the power that is within you through God’s Holy Spirit.  And if you are not saved, I urge you to  turn to Christ right now and get saved.  God will save  you, if you believe on the Lord Jesus.  

Father God, I thank You for Yourself and Your goodness.  I pray that You will have Your perfect way in many hearts today, as afresh we yield to Your control.  In the Name of Jesus.  Amen.
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