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     The Mighty Deceiver

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Most people will admit that there is a powerful force of evil at work in the world, but be assured, it is far worse than this.  There is a master of evil at work in the world who is mightier than any human.  

There is someone at work in the world who for many years has brought sorrow and misery to millions.  The Bible has much to say about this character.  In 1 Peter 5:8, we are told that he walketh about seeking whom he may devour.  Now of course he is not visible to the human eye, for he is an angel – a fallen angel.  And according to the 14th chapter of Isaiah, he fell because of his pride.  Instead of ministering to God as angels were created to do, he wanted to be like God.  

Now a lot of people have the idea that the devil and his appearance is like that of Apollyon who is portrayed in Pilgrim’s Progress.  According to this description, his body is a brilliant red, with horns protruding from his forehead.  His nose and chin are sharp, and there is a vicious leer in his eyes.  He has cloven hoofs, and invariably he has a murderous fork in his hand, ready to be plunged into his victims.  

Now you may rest assured, Satan is too good a strategist to appear that way when he tempts people to do wrong.  Rather than appearing in this manner, he usually comes in a garb of light, of beauty and attraction.  He comes in the form of the wine cup, not the dregs; on a golden throne and a gilded palace, forever hiding his true nature.  Often times he appears behind the pulpit or in a theological seminary.  Remember, the Bible calls him the great deceiver.  He is a liar, but at the same time he is also called an angel of light.  

Someone has described the teaching of one of the modern cults as satanic sweetness.  I think that’s well put.  I’ve heard liberals preach.  They were most gracious in their presentation.  They were very kindly in what they had to say.  I have been criticized on occasion in speaking of these men and those who are mishandling the truth.  They deny the virgin birth of Jesus Christ, along with decrying the value of the blood of Christ to cleanse from all sin.  Some think it is very unkind to speak out against these deceivers, for they are looked upon by many as perfect gentlemen.  They would harm no one.  “They believe in God, why can’t we let them alone?”  Well, I’ll tell you why.  When one knows the truth, as it is revealed in the word of God, and he listens to some of these men, he is convinced that what they are saying is purely satanic sweetness.  We need to be made aware of the clever approach the devil uses in our churches today.  Thousands upon thousands of people are being deceived.  They are not hearing messages from the Bible.  But rather a little truth mixed in with error.  In many cases, it is not so much what is being said from some of these pulpits.  The problem is what is not being said.  So often, some truth is spoken; but on the other hand much of the truth is left out.  Be sure, this is a tragic error.

Years ago, a couple of people were killed in a small town when their automobile was struck by a train at a crossing late one night.  There was a watchman on duty.  Later, when examined in court, he was asked, “Did you wave your lamp to warn those who were killed?”  He answered yes.  But it was not until later that it was learned that this man told only a partial truth.  The thing he did not tell was that he had been sleeping.  Suddenly, he was aroused as he heard the train approaching the crossing.  He grabbed his lamp and ran out, not realizing that there was no light in the lamp.  He waved his lamp, but it was without a light.  How descriptive of the method Satan uses to deceive multitudes of our church people.  There are preachers who are like the watchman at the crossing, waving a lamp but they have no light.  Don’t ever think Satan will forsake you because you are a Christian.  He pursues our steps from conversion to the grave.  And be sure of this, the closer we get to God, the harder the fight will become.  Christ is the devil’s principle target, but since he cannot harm Christ, he takes his revenge out on you and me.  Sometimes if he cannot get through to us, he strikes at our children.  He may get them involved in trouble of some kind.  He may bring injury to their bodies.  Oh, he is so very clever.  

Another thing he does is to blind the minds of them that believe not.  He does his best to keep the unsaved in spiritual darkness, and he does a pretty good job of it.  He deceives people into thinking they can have a good time by getting drunk or getting high on drugs.  Well, he is highly successful.  If he were not, there would not be so many people following him in these pursuits.  But be assured, all his promises are lies.  He will not do what he promises to do.

I urge you, friend, to awaken before it is too late.  Maybe you have gambled your soul away.  Christ wants to buy it back.  He wants to save you for all eternity.  You can be saved at this very moment by looking to the Lord Jesus Christ and acknowledging Him as your Savior.  Just this word of warning:  If you make your decision for Christ, be sure you will still have your battles with the devil.  But you will have one greater than the devil living in you.  The Bible says in 1 John 4:4, greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.  You will have the all-conquering power of Jesus Christ.  There are no limits to this power.  If you were alone in the face of the enemy, you might be well-afraid; but in Christ you are a child of God.  You are a member of Christ’s body.  You are a sheep for which He gave His life.  This is who you are.  Thus you need never be afraid of the devil, or anyone else for that matter; for Christ is always near, and you may be sure He will fight the battle for you.
Now the devil will go to any extreme to fulfill his purposes.  You must realize that he is a very dangerous enemy.  And be sure, if he was not afraid to attack the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, he is brazen enough to do anything.  Of course, to attack Christ was ridiculous on Satan’s part; but everything he does is ridiculous.  He knows no bounds, for as the Bible says, he is a murderer.  For thousands of years he has been seeking to ruin and destroy men and women, boys and girls, and young people.  His supreme aim is to draw everyone into hell.  His constant purpose is to deceive.  Don’t you be fooled!  Maybe you have been fooled.  Some of you listening to me may be alcoholics.  Remember when you were urged to take your first drink?  Satan did not tell you what you would be now.  He never does.  He is a deceiver.  But, dear friend, whatever your need, Christ is able to break the bands of sin and give peace.  He can take alcohol or drugs away from you for ever.  I have seen Him do this.  He can do it instantly if you will fully trust Him: first as your Savior and Lord, and then moment-by-moment as your daily strength.  Take Christ into your life, and if you need more help, write to us.

Father, transform lives at this moment, I pray.  You know all about some who are bound by the shackles of sin.  They have been deceived by the world’s greatest deceiver.  Give them deliverance as they trust in the living Christ.  For I pray in His blessed Name.  Amen.
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