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All Fouled Up


          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Looking at the world, there are many reasons for discouragement, but any one familiar with the word of God (the Bible) knows that there are scores of reasons to face the future with confidence and delight.

The agnostic, Will Durant, had just completed the seventh volume of his great work entitled, “The Story of Civilization.”  In his years of study and long contemplation of civilization, he had arrived at only one general conclusion:  “The world situation,” he said, “is all fouled up.  It always has been; it always will be, and  I see no reason to expect a change.”  Well, in spite of Will Durant’s conclusions, there will be a change.  The Lord has declared, in Micah 4:3, that he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.  
Universal peace will someday be a reality.  Even though things appear to be all fouled up now, there will be a miraculous change.  We are told in the word of God (in Habakkuk 2:14) that the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.  At that time, not only will every one know about the Lord, they will worship and obey Him.  We are assured of this from Zechariah 14:9, where we read that the LORD shall be King over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and his name one.  All of the religious confusion will be banished, and the false religions will disappear. Christ will reign, and everyone will bow to Him.  
If I had no other statement upon which to stake this claim, what our Lord said in Matthew 6:10 would be enough:  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.  Well, such is not the case now, but it will be.  The glories and perfections of Heaven will be duplicated on this earth, and sin will be unknown.

Before this transformed society is known however, there will be seven years of famine, bloodshed, and misery, such as has never been experienced in the history of the world.  A powerful ruler spoken of in the Bible as the Antichrist will enter the scene.  He will be received readily by virtue of his false promise of universal peace and prosperity for everyone.  Millions of people will be deceived.  During the latter three and one-half years of his seven year control, the Antichrist will launch his reign of cruel terror.   Declaring himself to be God, he will prove to be the most ruthless and blood-thirsty dictator who ever lived.  Any student of the Bible knows that civilization is bordering on the time of this imminent catastrophe.  
The Scriptures show us clearly what the world scene will be like just prior to the appearance of the Antichrist.  There will be moral bankruptcy (for several years, morals have been at an all-time low, and getting worse); spiritual bankruptcy (lack of interest in the things of God is unprecedented); economic bankruptcy (with the general breakdown in all the machinery of commerce, transportation, industry and economics).  
We cannot be far from the end.  When total moral, spiritual and economic bankruptcy  erupt, Satan’s master puppet will be revealed; and the Antichrist will declare to a frightened and frustrated generation that he has the solution to all the world’s problems.  He will be welcomed and hailed as the greatest leader ever.
During the earlier years of my ministry, I could not fathom how so many people could be deceived by this great liar.  But now, considering the changes in the world in which we live, and observing how far people have wandered from the truth, I am no longer puzzled.  We need only realize that in the past decade over 2000 new religions have arisen.  Tens of thousands of innocent people are being deceived by the false prophets – in spite of the fact that God has warned us that in the last days, evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived.  
The question is asked, “How can one know who is right and what are we to believe?”  Well the apostle John provides the answer to this in his first epistle (chapter one, verse 1) where he says, That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life.  We are not to be deceived by new thought and new philosophies.  We are to believe and embrace that which was from the beginning.  The beginning of what?  The beginning of Creation: the beginning of civilization.  For at that time, the eternal Word (Christ Jesus) had already existed from eternity.  This same Jesus who came to earth the first time to die for our sins will come the second time.  When He returns, He will destroy the Antichrist, and usher in a permanent world peace.  Everyone will submit to His reign of Righteousness, and confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.  

Now what should this mean to those of us who know Jesus Christ?  Instead of looking to our denominational headquarters, the United Nations, or the Capitol and the White House, we ought to be looking up with expectancy -- realizing that the return of Christ is near at hand.  We should focus our attention on our Lord, while purifying our hearts and serving Him in every way possible.  We are not to sit around and wait for the Lord.  As His servants, we must be busy doing the work of the God.  There should be an all-out effort to reach the lost for Christ.  Our money, time, and talents should be poured into this responsibility before it is too late.  

Now, if you have never yet submitted to Christ’s control, you need new life through Him.   Without Him, you are condemned to eternal death.  But the good news is that the moment you believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, you become a possessor of eternal life.  Christ can change your circumstances, but you must first allow Him to change you.  Will you at this moment receive Him into your life?  Oh, friend, I hope you will.  He loves you.  He has done everything for you.  He went to the cross.  He shed His blood for your sins.  But He didn’t stay in a tomb after He was buried.  He rose again.  And the great truth we have been talking about today is that He is coming back again.  He is coming back as the God-man to put this world in the shape in which it should be, and I hope when He comes that you’ll be ready to meet Him.  If you’re not, you can get ready right now.  Just bow your head, and say, “Lord, I am sorry for my sins.  I want to be saved.  Jesus, come into my life and save me.”  And He will enter.
Our Father, as we anticipate the future, we thank You that You have all things under control.  You have said, Be ye also ready . . .  stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.  Help each of us to make the necessary plans according to Your plan.  In the name of the Lord Jesus I pray.  Amen.
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