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       Faith is the Victory

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
When asked to define faith, a little boy responded with, “‘Faith’ is believing something that isn’t so.”  Well this may be a child’s concept of faith, but from God’s word we learn that faith is much more than this.  One thing we see is: faith is not bound by reason.  It can go far beyond.

Prayer is the bow.  The promise is the arrow, and faith is the hand which draws the bow and sends the arrow with the heart’s message to Heaven.  The bow without the arrow is of no use, and the arrow without the bow is of little worth; but neither is of great value without the strength of the hand.  The promise of God without prayer or prayer without the promise avails the Christian very little.  But put the two together with the hand of faith, and all Heaven is moved.  

God says, in Matthew 17:20, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.  Now a grain of mustard seed is not very large.  It is not the amount of faith that is important; it is the genuineness of faith that counts.  And even more important is the object of faith.  If our faith is genuine, even though it may be small and weak; if placed in the mighty Christ there will be no end to the results.   
In Luke 18:8, we read, When the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?  As the Son of man looks into your heart at this moment, does He find faith?  Or does He see your willful and foolish scheming that fails to trust Him in a holy reliance that refuses to waver?  In Matthew 9, I read of the woman who for 12 years was diseased with an issue of blood; but when she heard that Jesus was in the vicinity, she hastened to him, and coming up behind him, touched the hem of his garment, saying to herself, If I may but touch his garment, I shall be whole.  This was not a little scheme she devised, for if it had been she would not have been healed.  This was a definite, distinct, direct act of faith.  The Lord Jesus said so.  For He turned around, and when He saw her, He said, Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith has made thee whole.
Now what is “faith” anyway?  Faith is to believe what we do not see, and the reward of faith is to see what we believe.  David said in Psalm 27:13, I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of the LORD.  Perhaps one of David’s greatest deliverances was from doubt and despondency.  Some people need to see to believe.  David reversed the order.  He believed and saw.  The psalms of David show that he was a firm believer in the goodness of God.  For he is good, was his constant cry and conviction (no matter what happened).  The goodness of God had followed him all the days of his life, and he knew that the same would be true to the end of the road.  He realized the goodness of God in his life constantly because in every thing he believed.  He believed that the Lord would not fail, and as the result, the Lord never did fail.

Surrounded by the natural, the explainable, and the obvious, even the Christian may fail to appreciate the fact that the God in whom he trusts is supernatural: that His Son is the supernatural Savior; and that the Holy Spirit is supernatural in His being, presence, and power.  For this reason, we should be willing to exercise faith in God for every thing.  Unless we do, it is certain that we are displeasing to God.  In Hebrews 11:6, we read, But without faith it is impossible to please him.  He who walks by faith and not by sight will be well-pleasing unto the Lord.

Be sure that at all times you have the right object for your faith.   Whether consciously, or unconsciously, all of us exercise faith every moment of the day; but not necessarily do we exercise faith in the Lord.  Without testing a chair in any way (having never seen it before), we seat ourselves – thrusting all the weight on the chair.  Well this is an act of faith.  How do we know the chair will support us?  Boldly we step into an elevator in a strange building (not knowing the operator or the condition of the elevator).  We give no thought to our ride upward.  This is an act of faith.  We get on one of the commercial airlines, not stopping to consider if the plane has been perfectly checked before the flight.  Most of us who travel give little thought to such a matter.  We get on by faith.  Faith in things is so commonplace.  How necessary it is that we exercise faith in God in such a manner.  It should require no effort or thought to fully trust Him.  Chairs, elevators, and airplanes all fail on occasion, but God never fails.  He promises in Philippians 4:19 to supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.  Not only does He promise this, He will do it if you meet the conditions and exercise faith in Him.

Back in my student days when I attended Bible school, Dr. Max Reich (a Hebrew Christian) was one of my professors.  For many years, he and his wife had lived by faith.  One day, about lunchtime, his wife told him there was no food in the house and nothing to cook.  Without money, he stood at the back door and looked at the birds.  They were happy and contented, and he said to his wife, “Our heavenly Father feeds the birds.  Don’t you think He also will feed us?”  And at that moment, there was a knock on the front door of their home.  Mrs. Reich opened the door and there was a woman who lived in the next block.  When she came in she said, “My husband has been an alcoholic, and he never brought home his pay for food for me and the children.  Every payday he went off with his check to get drunk.  The other day, my husband heard brother Reich preach, and he was saved.  The Lord really saved him, and this is the first time he brought his paycheck home.  So I went to the store and bought a chicken and some bread.  When I was cooking the chicken, the Lord spoke to my heart, and said, “Half that chicken belongs to Brother Reich.”  So, I brought it over for you folks, and here is some bread too.”  Well you can imagine how happy Dr. and Mrs. Reich were as they sang, “Praise God from whom all blessings flow.”

God will honor genuine faith.  If you know the Lord Jesus, if you have confessed your sins to Him, and received Him as the Lord of your life, you have the privilege of trusting Him for all things.  It is very possible, at this moment, there is a particular need in your life.  What should you do?  Go to the Lord in believing prayer, and expect Him to work.   Earthly friends may fail, but Jesus never fails.  Trust Him.  Believe Him.  And if you don’t know Him, now is the time to get right with Him.  Receive Jesus Christ into your life, and become a follower of His with the assurance of eternal life.  And then, day-by-day, it will be your privilege to bow the knee, and look up to Him, and say, “Lord, I’m trusting You all through the day for every need of my life.”  God will supply.  Try and see.

Heavenly Father, I thank You that as You care for the birds of the air, the flowers of the field, You also care for Your blood-bought children.  For Your children who have special needs today, may they look to You, Lord, by faith.  May they tell you, just now, “Dear God, I will believe.  I will not doubt You.”  We know that You will honor their prayers.  For any listening without Christ, may they trust in Him right now, I ask.  In His blessed Name.  Amen.
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