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Shallow Lives


          Dr. J. Allen Blair
The apostle Paul made the statement that they are not all Israel which are of Israel.  Now I believe I can add, legitimately, that not all who say they are Christians are in the family of God.  It takes much more than simply saying it.  We must prove it.

In Titus 1:16, Paul (in describing hypocrites) says, The profess to know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.  How many church members there are who fit this description perfectly!  They say they are Christians, but they give no evidence of it by their lives.  Are they really Christians?  Will they get to Heaven?  Well, of course, only God can answer these questions; but Jesus said, By their fruits ye shall know them.  If one does not exemplify Jesus Christ by holy living, it is doubtful whether he has ever been born again.

You see, the natural result of receiving Christ into the life will be a transformed life through which Christ will live.  For God declares, We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.  He that saith he abideth in Christ, the Bible says, ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked.  A sincere decision to follow Christ should result in a conscientious, godly walk for the Lord Jesus.

Now Jesus said of Christians, Ye are the salt of the earth.  A group of college girls were studying the Sermon on the Mount.  When they came to this verse likening Christians to salt, the question was asked, “How are Christians like salt?”  At once, all thought of salt’s preservative qualities; but a Chinese girl in the group spoke up, and said, “Salt creates thirst.”  Well the truth went home as the teacher said, “We should be such that people would come continually to ask that we share the secret of our way of life.”  
Now, does your life create in others a thirst for the water of life which alone can satisfy the soul?  Is your life so convincing for Jesus Christ that those around desire to know what it is that gives you such peace and happiness?  Well it should.  God’s people ought to be convincing the world that Jesus Christ really satisfies.  Now if Christ is your Lord, you should be living for Him.  Your God-given talents should be used for Him.  You should be searching and studying the Scriptures daily; spending precious time with Him in prayer while faithfully witnessing to His saving grace among your friends.  

Tremendous harm and damage is being done by those who profess to be Christians but give no evidence of a transformed life.  People are being turned away from Christ and the church by these inconsistencies.  If you have been trying to fool people (pretending to be what you are not), let me urge you to make a clean-cut commitment to the Savior.  Let’s be frank, there is no blessing in hypocrisy; there is no joy in being two-faced.  That’s why you need to yield to the control of the Lord.  Submit your all to Christ.  The Bible says, Be sure, your sin will find you out.  If you are a hypocrite playing the role of a Christian while clinging to some personal sin, sooner or later it will come to light; and then misery and wretchedness will follow.  

Do you remember the story of Achilles the Greek hero of the Trojan War?  When he was a child, he was dipped by his mother in the waters of the River Styx in the hope of making him impervious to wounds.   She held him by one of his heels.  Every other part of his body was submerged and ensured against injury.  For years, the mighty Achilles seemed invulnerable; but there came a fatal day when the poison tip of a Trojan arrow pierced his heel, uncovering the hidden spot of weakness, resulting in his death.  If you are guilty of the sin of hypocrisy, sooner or later this will be the ruination of all that you hold dear.  Does the Lord Jesus Christ live in your heart? Or is it simply a self-righteous life built upon pride and arrogance that will ultimately crumble under the test of the word of God?  Is it really Christ in you?  If not, invite Him to come in, and let Him live in and through you, that you may be a convincing testimony for God 24 hours a day.  God is looking for men and women who will bear witness to Him; who will let their lives really count for Him.  He says, Ye are my witnesses.  He wants us to witness to a sinful world by transformed living that Christ is all that He said He was.

Frequently, I have parents write to me about their young people.  They are concerned about the waywardness of these young lives.  They ask, “What can parents do to win their children to Christ, and point them to the narrow way that leadeth to life everlasting?”  Well I believe the primary answer to this question is to so surrender one’s heart and life to the Lord that there will be no trace of hypocrisy.  No young person will be able to escape the influence of this kind of life.  God says, Ye are our epistle, known and read of all men.  The people of the world have their eyes upon us to see whether or not Christianity is worthwhile.  They are watching us.  We who are Christians cannot afford to dissipate the Lord.  

A missionary, who was home on furlough from India, told of teaching a group of children one day.  He told them the story of the Lord Jesus and His wonderful life.  As he taught, one child (who was listening intently) spoke up, saying, “Well, I know him.  He lives near us.”  She had in mind a Christian man in her neighborhood who exemplified Christ in every thing he did.  Well shouldn’t this be true of all Christians?  The people of the world ought to see Christ in you and me.  Do they?  If not, let’s get right with the Lord Jesus, and ask Him for grace to enable us to live for Him who died for us.
Now if you are not a Christian; if you have never received Christ into your life: this is step number one.  You need to be saved before you can live for God.  Some people are trying to live for God, but they can’t do it until they receive the new nature: the nature of God.  That’s why I urge you at this moment to bow your head, and ask Jesus to come into your life.  Confess your sin to Him.  Tell Him you are sorry for your sin, and receive Him as your Savior and Lord, and God will bless you.

Our heavenly Father, make us to be like the Lord Jesus Himself in sincerity and truth.  May those listening who do not know You be drawn to you by Your great love.  For I ask in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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