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Why Worry? (Part 2)

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
How grateful all of us can be that no matter what comes our way, God cares for us.  More than this, God helps us – that is, if we let Him.

Do you realize that it is often out of deepest trial and affliction that the most enduring work for the Lord is born?  I think of those wonderful words of that inspiring hymn, “Sweet Hour of Prayer.”  William Walford, the author of this hymn, was totally blind.  Perhaps it took a blind man to write such a hymn.  Most of us who can see are so busy looking that we haven’t time to discover the sweetness and importance of the hour of prayer.  Fanny Crosby was without physical eyesight, also; but for 90 years she enjoyed keen spiritual insight.  Her 8,000 hymns include such favorites as “Blessed Assurance,” “Saved By Grace,” “Rescue the Perishing,” and many, many more.  What a blessing her words have been to us because she knew the value of trial.

A blind man was grieving over the sudden death of a loved one.  During that time, he wrote a hymn entitled “Someday He’ll Make It Plain To Me.”  This man was Adam Geibel, a noted Philadelphia musician.  His young son-in-law met a tragic death in a steel mill explosion.  Dr. Geibel spent a sleepless night in endless repetition of the age-old question, “Why did God allow this?”  As night faded into dawn, his questioning doubts resolved themselves into a blessed assurance that someday he would fully understand.  Take just a minute or two and hastily reflect your thoughts back over the years.  Consider the hours when you thought you were forsaken of God.  Were you really forsaken?  Doubtless, some of these trials are still shrouded in mystery as far as you are concerned.  But haven’t you clearly recognized God’s infinite purposes in many of them?  Are you not a more fruitful Christian as the result?  Have you not learned how to rely on the Lord more completely?  Surely you have.  This was all part of God’s step-by-step process to help you to get stronger in the Lord, so that you could stand and be counted for Him.

I understand that when eagles build their nests they usually enclose some thorns, and then cover them over with down.  When the young eagle is large enough to fly, the old birds pull the down out and leave the thorns exposed.  The young bird cannot stay in the nest, but climbs to the edged.  And then one of the older birds pushes it over, and instinctively it spreads its wings.  Thorns do not seem to be very pleasant, but they have their purpose in an eagles’ nest.  So the thorns of trial have a purpose in the believer’s life.  God desires that we wing our way to something better.  The thorns are in His plan.  The psalmist has made several statements that have been a source of rich encouragement to me.  One is found in Psalm 16:8, I have set the LORD always before me: because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.  The other is found in the 4th Psalm, verse 8, I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: for thou, LORD, only makest me well in safety.  To “set the Lord always before me” means that we should allow Him to control us completely.  He is not merely to be our Savior, but Lord of all.  He should have first place in the life – the place He desires.  If He is our Lord, we shall sense His nearness.  We shall not be afraid, for we are not alone: The Lord of all is with us.

Conscious of these truths, we can say sincerely, We shall not be moved.  That is, we shall dwell in peace and confidence without despair or worry.  You see our Lord cannot fail.  This He promises in Hebrews 13:5.  He says, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.  With such a consoling truth flooding the heart and soul, we can go to bed at night free of care, ready to sleep, irrespective of the disturbing instances of the day.  We may bow and commit everything to our Lord, and lie down in peace, and do what?  Toss and turn?  No.  Sleep!  We may rest perfectly, knowing that our Lord assures us that we may dwell in safety.  The psalmist makes it so clear that the Lord only makes this possible.  Psychology cannot do it.  Right thinking is not enough.  It must be full and complete reliance on the Lord Jesus Christ.

Of course, it is impossible to rely on the Lord Jesus until one knows the Lord.  Many call on God, but they have never really met Him.  They only know about Him.  To enjoy His enduring promises, you must know Him personally as your Savior and Lord.  How do you come to know Him?  Simply by acknowledging your sin to Him, and receiving Him into your life.  You see, Christ is alive at this moment in His resurrected body at the right hand of the Father in Heaven, and He is ready and willing to save you, if only you will come to Him.  Perhaps He has been permitting you to pass through deep waters – that  you might turn to Him in your hour of deepest need.

During Dr. Passon’s last illness, a friend coming into his room remarked sympathetically, “Well, Doctor, I am sorry to see you lying here on your back.”  “Do you know why God puts us on our back at times?” asked Dr. Passon, smiling.  “No,” answered his friend.  “In order that we might look upward.”  Could it be that you have been too busy to look upward?  You have had your eyes on things, rather than the Lord.  You have been neglecting that of greatest importance: the salvation of your soul.  Soon this life will be over.  Then what?  Are you prepared to face eternity?  God loves you.  He desires that you come to Himself.  We read in 2 Peter 3:9 that He is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.  No one is excluded in God’s invitation.  No sinner is too bad to come.  No one is too good to come.  Christ died for sinners – all sinners – and we read, in Luke 5:32, that He came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.  If you are willing to take your place before the Lord as a guilty sinner, then you can be saved.  Then you will know Him, and because you know Him, you will be privileged to trust Him for every thing.  You will be able to say like the rest of us who have believed on Him, 



God is before me.  He will be my Guide.  



God is behind me.  No ill can betide.  



God is beside me to comfort and cheer.  



God is around me, so why should I fear?  
You will learn that it is possible to live without worry!  You will discover very soon that Christ is sufficient for every need, and that it is impossible to drain the reservoir of God’s grace dry.  The Lord has an endless supply of His grace for those who love Him.  Trust Him, dear friend, if you never have.  Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and God will save you for eternity.

I praise You, Father, for Your love and care.  May we believe You for all things.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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